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2220 Anne St NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 
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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you today! If you have 

any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look for-

ward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

 

Our Advent Worship Series 
Our Lord Jesus is coming, bearing real gifts, profoundly important gifts. He came 

that first Christmas to win forgiveness and give all the gifts that come with it: hope, 

peace, joy, love. He is coming again at the end of this world to give the gift of 

resurrection to eternal life. In the season of Advent, we connect Christ’s first 

coming with his second coming. We rejoice in all the unconditional gifts he gives.  

 

Today’s Service Theme:  The Gift of Hope 
When you look at the downward spiral of humanity, it is easy to grow cynical. The 

world seems to grow more dangerous each year. People are more divided than 

they have been in a long time.  Looking at our world or at ourselves, we could be-

come jaded. But today, Christ Jesus wants us to set that aside and, instead, to live in 

hope. Our hope is not a naïve wish that things will get be�er. Our hope is rooted in 

the fact that Christ came at that first Christmas to forgive every sin.  We can have a 

sure hope, that just as he came the first time, he will come again to bring us home. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 



3 

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

The Order of Service for 

The Season of Advent 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

(10:30)  CHOIR ANTHEM Advent Hymn 

 by Don Besig and Nancy Price 

 

(10:30)  PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF PRIVATE BAPTISM 

          Tessa Belle Holderbecker, infant daughter of TJ and Joy Holderbecker 

 

Please stand 

 

INVOCATION 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  

M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the hu-

man race—in his image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect 

relationship with God. 

C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death 

to all. God declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are guilty, and we 

confess our sinful thoughts, words, and actions. 

M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his chil-

dren forever. He promised a Savior who would bear the punishment for sin, 

defeat the devil, and break the bonds of death. (Genesis 1:26; Romans 6:23) 
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All sing: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid 

the ransom for your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of God’s mercy, to-

day we light the hope candle. The Spirit declares through the psalmist, “Put 

your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love, and with him is full 

redemption.” 

C: We wait for the Lord, and in his word we put our hope. 

 (Galatians 4:4,5; Psalm 130:5,7) 

 

 
 

All sing: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M: In the hope of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, acquaintanc-

es and neighbors. We regard no one from a worldly point of view. If anyone 

is in Christ, the new creation has come. All this is from God, who reconciled 

us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 

C: God has commi2ed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are therefore 

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

Jesus, who had no sin, became sin for us; in him we have become the right-

eousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:16-21) 

 

 

 

All sing: 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save 

us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

5 
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We Listen to God’s Message of Hope 
 

FIRST LESSON   Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NIV) 

The nation of Israel lived in hope that, one day, a descendant of King David would provide perfect justice, 

safety, and righteousness. God fulfilled this promise when he sent Jesus, not to be the King of Israel, but to 

be the Savior of the world.  

14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LHIJ, ‘when I will fulfill the good 

promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 

15 “‘In those days and at that time 

    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 

    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it will be called: 

    The LHIJ Our Righteous Savior.’” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 25 

 Page 74 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (NIV) 

We live in the certain hope of being found holy and blameless on Judgment Day. We can be certain in that 

hope because God promises that through his Word he will strengthen the faith in Jesus that lives in our 

hearts.   

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have 

in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most 

earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your 

faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way 

for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow 



for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.13 May he 

strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence 

of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Revelation 22:20 (NIV) 

M:  Alleluia.  He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36 (NIV) 

There are signs all around us that Christ could return anytime. We hope that he does, because we know that 

for God’s children, Jesus isn’t bringing judgment, but redemption.   

 

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 21.  

 

 

C: 

 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will 

be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People 

will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 

heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things 

begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemp-

tion is drawing near.” 

29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When 

they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 

near. 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 

7 
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32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all 

these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will never pass away. 

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunk-

enness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like 

a trap. 35 For it will come on all those who live on the face of the whole 

earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all 

that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of 

Man.” 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

C: 

 
NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally bego2en of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 bego2en, not made, 

 of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
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He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian 10 and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  The Advent of Our King 

 Christian Worship 1 

 

SERMON  

 Text: Luke 21:25-36  

 Theme:  “Hope Trumps Optimism” 
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We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand to sing: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 
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OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 
At St. Mark’s we practice the custom of Close Communion, inviting to our altar only 

confirmed members of our church body, the WELS, and of those in fellowship with us.  

We do this because Communion is also a sign of Christian unity, based upon agreement 

on the doctrines of the Bible. This is not an insult to our Christian brethren in other de-

nominations, but a recognition of differing church teachings.  We, with all Christians, 

look forward to the day when we will all sit together in peace at the marriage feast of the 

Lamb. (See 1 Corinthians 10:17 and 1 Corinthians 11:27-29)  

 

PREFACE 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (spoken)  And also with you. 
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M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called 

people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (spoken)  Amen.  

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes 

 Christian Worship 9 

  Savior of the Nations, Come 

 Christian Worship 2 

  Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes 

 Christian Worship 12 

 

Please stand 
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SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi@is) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C: And his mercy endures forever.  

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen.  



16 

BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken)  Amen.  

 

(8:00)  CHOIR ANTHEM Advent Hymn 

 by Don Besig and Nancy Price 

 

(10:30)  CLOSING HYMN  Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See 

 Christian Worship 219 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Gathering Rite new texts and music: © 2018 Jeremy S. Bakken. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

“Divine Service I” from Christian Worship Supplement. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 

2002 Kermit Moldenhauer/Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLi-

cense.net #A-720004. 

Join us on Wednesday,  

December 5th 
 

5:45 p.m.  Supper served by the Youth Group 

7:00 p.m.  Midweek Advent Worship 
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—–————  Welcome!  ——–——– 
If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first  

of many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor  

Zamzow or one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take  

as much as you’d like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet BiWer (with health concerns) Thanksgiving: 97 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) Sunday 11/25: 148 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer)   

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns)  

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

Chris Benson (with health concerns—cancer) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week  $4,549 

 Contributions needed each week  $5,264 

 Contributions year to date  $234,922 

 Budget year to date  $247,408 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  Bre� & Sherry W., Al & Cate B., Brenda W. 

Communion helpers (Dec):  K. Peterson & N. BarckholW (early) 

 K. Grob & B. MaWke (late) 

Ushers (Dec):  D. Kranich, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart, M. Webb 

Church cleaning for 12/8:  Ekhoff, Herman, Vandermeer, Pfeiffer 
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Announcements 
 

BABY SHOWER 

All ladies of the congregation are invited to a baby shower for Joy Holderbecker 

and baby girl Tessa Belle after the second service today. 

 

CHURCH DECORATING—ROUND TWO 

We are looking for a few willing hands to finish decorating the Christmas tree in 

the sanctuary today after second service. The lights and ornaments are behind the 

tree in the sacristy. Thank you! 

 

12th ANNUAL MOVIE WITH THE WYMANS 

We will take the Sunday School age children to the 1:00 matinee RALPH 

BREAKS THE INTERNET on Sunday, December 9th . Please put names and con-

tact info on the sign-up sheet. Cost of admission is paid but doesn’t include 

snacks—kids are on their own for that. Sherry & Bre� will be at the theater at 

12:30. Please drop your kids off at the movie theater NO LATER than 12:45 so we 

can get everyone seated.  Movie is 1 hour 52 minutes. Pickup at 3:00. (We believe 

in the “no child left behind” act!)  Please take advantage of this free time offered 

to you parents.  

 

LADIES’ CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Mark your calendar for the Ladies’ Christmas Party on Thursday, December 13 at 

7 p.m. Join us for Christian fellowship and meditation on the Christmas story. 

 

GIFTS FOR JESUS 

Since Christmas is the celebration of our Lord’s birth, we have compiled a list of 

gifts that could be given to help carry out His work here at St. Mark’s. Please 

wrap the gift and place it under the tree in front of church. The gifts will be 

opened after the Christmas Day service by the children who are in a�endance. If 

you are able to give one or more of the gifts listed, we ask that you mark the post-

ed master list on the bulletin board in the narthex to avoid duplication of gifts. If 

you have any questions, please talk to Nathan Bi�er.  
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THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all who brought food and came to enjoy our Thanksgiving dinner on 

November 18th.  We collected $460.00 for WELS Christian Aid and Relief.  What a 

blessing! Thanks be to God! 

 

SCRIP SHOPPING DAYS 

A reminder to all that there are only two (2) main shopping days  left until Christmas 

if you are interesting in purchasing gift cards for family/friends.  Monday orders are 

called in December 3 and December 10.  (The orders take about a week to receive the 

gift cards so there are some limitations.  There could be another order on December 

17 but quite doubtful if the cards would be available in time for Christmas gifts.)  De-

tailed SCRIP information was put in the December newsle�er.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Marjorie Gildersleeve or Nathan Bi�er. 

 

MEDITATIONS AND FORWARD IN CHRIST MAGAZINES 

We are collecting your used Meditations and Forward in Christ magazines. These are 

given to WELS prison ministry and sent to inmates all over the country. Only these 

two devotional materials are accepted. Please place them in the top drawer next to 

the church mailboxes.  See Judy Krenz if you have any questions.  

 

LUTHER MOVIE… “A Return To Grace” DVD 

The Evangelism Commi�ee would like to have some extra copies of the Luther Mov-

ie DVD.  Many SMLC members got copies last year when we promoted the movie. If 

any member would like to “recycle” their copy for use by the Evangelism Com-

mi�ee, it would be appreciated.  Please place the DVD in Ken Grob’s or Dave 

Pfeiffer’s mail box.  Thanks, this will save the expense of ordering more copies. 

 

CALLING MUSICIANS! 

Musicians of all ages are invited to prepare a piece of Christmas music to play for 

Christmas preservice. Young musicians are encouraged to play before the Children’s 

Service on Sunday morning, December 23. Adult musicians are encouraged to play 

before the Christmas Eve Candlelight service on December 24. Please indicate your 

intent on the sign-up sheets in the narthex. If you have questions or would like help 

finding music, please talk to Kyle or Erin Riess. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Dec 2 (Sun)………. 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 12:00 p.m. Baby Shower 
Dec 3 (Mon)………. 3:30 p.m. Elders meeting 
Dec 4 (Tues)………. 7:45 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 7:00 p.m. Bible Information Class (BIC) 
Dec 5 (Wed)………. 10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 
 4:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 5:45 p.m. Supper served by the Youth Group 
 7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Worship 
 8:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
Dec 6 (Thurs)……. 6:00 p.m. Stewardship meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Council meeting 
Dec 8 (Sat)………… 9:00-11:00 a.m.   Children’s Christmas practice 
Dec 9 (Sun)………. 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 12:30 p.m.  Movie with the Wymans 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Benjamin Zamzow (715) 216-2922 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Melissa Koenig (920) 562-4863 ms.koenig@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


