
 

September 2, 2018 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Your words 

 became a joy to me, 

 and the delight of my heart. 
Jeremiah 15:16 cf. (RSV) 
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Pastor Benjamin Zamzow 

Principal Nathan Bi�er 

2220 Anne St NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 

(218) 444-3939 

www.stmarksbemidji.org 

Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you today! If you have 

any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look for-

ward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

 

The Lord Guides in the Way that Leads to Salvation 
Typically people tend to think of decrees, statutes and judgments to be burden-

some things. The laws of God are different, however. Believers love the Law of the 

Lord. If we had no sinful nature it would be what we would do all the time - natu-

rally! Can you imagine that? God’s law was given to us in love, to remind us of 

who we are and to be a hedge against all of Satan’s schemes.  

 

Meditation Before Worship 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration! Grant that we your 

Word may trust, confident of our salvation, while we here below must wander, till 

we sing your praises yonder. (CW 221:4)  

 
Personal preparation for Holy Communion can be found  

in the front of the hymnal on page 156. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

________________________________________________________ 

The Common Service 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church and became  

the service commonly used by English speaking Lutherans in America.  If you would like to follow 

along with the music for this liturgy, it begins on page 15 in the front of the hymnal. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Renew Me, O Eternal Light 

 Christian Worship 471 

 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:   (sung)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy 

on us. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)  

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 16) 

C: (sung)  Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give 

thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Fa-

ther almighty.  O Lord, the only bego4en Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, 

Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  You 

sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  For you only are 

holy; you only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are 

most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-

failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in 



the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 4:1,2,6-8 (NIV) 

Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow 

them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land 

the LEFG, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I 

command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of 

the LEFG your God that I give you.  

6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understand-

ing to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this 

great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so 

great as to have their gods near them the way the LEFG our God is near us 

whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such 

righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am se�ing before you to-

day? 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 119c 

 Page 111 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 6:10-20 (NIV) 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 

armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
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against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full ar-

mor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand 

your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm 

then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate 

of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fi�ed with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

of God. 

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and re-

quests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be giv-

en me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for 

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as 

I should. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Jeremiah 15:16 cf. (RSV) 

M: Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 (NIV) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: (sung)  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Je-

rusalem gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food 

with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the 



Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding 

to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do 

not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as 

the washing of cups, pitchers and ke�les.) 

5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your dis-

ciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food 

with defiled hands?” 

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; 

as it is wri�en: 

“‘These people honor me with their lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me. 
7 They worship me in vain; 

    their teachings are merely human rules.’ 

8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human 

traditions.” 

14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, 

and understand this. 15 Nothing outside a person can defile them by going 

into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.”  

21 “For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—

sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 

envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and 

defile a person.”  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally bego4en of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  bego4en, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

  and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me 

 Christian Worship 428 
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SERMON 

 Text:  Deuteronomy 4:1-8 

 Theme:  Listen to the Lord and Live 

 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship book. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He has given 

us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs us to invite to 

the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word (1 Cor. 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma?ers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close Com-

munion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to which it 

belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know how to declare 

unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this precious gift of unity 

with you. 

�     �     � 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 

21 in the front of the hymnal. 

 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (sung)  It is good and right so to do. 



M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come togeth-

er in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again 

in glory.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosan-

na, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; grant us your peace. Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  The Ten Commandments Are the Law 

 Christian Worship 285 

  The Law Commands and Makes Us Know 

 Christian Worship 286 

 (Followed by 287 and so on as time permits) 

 

Please stand 

 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi?is)  

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 24) 

C: (sung)  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 

word.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared 

before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 

of your people Israel. 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: (sung)  And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

 

 



BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  O Church Arise 

 (printed on pages 14-15) 

 

A Prayer for Evangelism 
 

Lord Jesus, we praise you for your plan of salvation accomplished for all 

people at the price of your own blood, and we thank you for the privi-

lege of proclaiming this good news to all the world. Help us to see peo-

ple as you see them, from a spiritual perspective, and to have compas-

sion on those trying to find their way without yet knowing the Light of 

the world. Fill us with your Spirit so we can be bold in sharing the gos-

pel with others. Amen.  
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—–————  Welcome!  ——–——– 
If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first  

of many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor  

Zamzow or one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take  

as much as you’d like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet BiVer (with health concerns) Early: 52 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) Late: 116 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) Total: 168 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns)  

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week  $5,332 

 Contributions needed each week  $5,264 

 Contributions year to date  $169,377 

 Budget year to date  $178,976 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Joy Holderbecker 

Greeters:  Bob & Karla B., Gary & Pat B., Lucille G.  

Communion helpers (Sept): Early— K. Peterson, N. BarckholV 

 Late— K. Grob, B. MaVke 

Ushers (Sept):  T. Carroll, B. Wyman, W. Newell, N. BarckholV, 

     K. Peterson, P. Jones, G. Berget, P. Ekhoff  

Church cleaning for 9/8:  K & A Peterson, Coulter, Shavlik, Ma�hees 
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We at St. Mark’s believe… 
� In an age of anxiety, we believe that real peace comes from Jesus Christ. 

� In an age of confusion, we believe that the Bible is the word of God, without 

error. 

� In an age of doubt, we believe that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. 

� In an age of guilt, we believe that Jesus died on the cross to remove the power 

of sin from our lives. 

� In an age of hopelessness, we believe that Jesus rose physically from death—

and so will we rise. 

� In an age of skepticism, we believe that God is at work in the sacraments of 

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. 

� In an age of despair, we believe God’s promises to heal and transform us. 

� In an age of violence, we believe that God calls us to embody his love in the 

world. 

� In an age of constant change, we believe in the unchanging Holy Trinity—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

� St. Mark’s is a Christian community with deep roots in the historic Christian/

Lutheran church.  We hold the three ecumenical creeds and the Lutheran 

Confessions to be faithful expressions of God’s truth revealed to us in the Bi-

ble.  St. Mark’s is a member of the nationwide church body called the Wiscon-

sin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
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Announcements 
 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS 

Pastor will be starting Bible Information Classes (BIC) in September. The class 

will meet Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  If you have friends or family members 

that wish to know more about Scripture this is a perfect opportunity to invite 

them to learn more. The class is not just for prospects; it is for anyone who wants 

a review of Christian doctrine.  BIC is a course in the chief parts of the Lutheran 

Catechism.   If you are interested, please let pastor know so that he can prepare 

accordingly.  
 

LADIES GUILD 

Mark your calendars! The next meeting of the Ladies Guild will be held Thurs-

day, September 13th. There will be a Bible study at 6:30 p.m. followed by the 

meeting at 7:00 p.m. All women of the congregation are invited and encouraged 

to a�end! 
 

PLAYGROUND UPDATE 

The fund for the playground has grown to over $14,000.  We are still waiting to 

hear about grants from Home Depot and Walmart.  The goal for the playground 

is $23,000. A great opportunity has arisen to help with raising the funds.  A mem-

ber is willing to match up to $3000 with any gifts given to the playground be-

tween August 19th and September 15th.  If we are able to reach this matching 

goal we will be at $20,000 before any grants have been awarded. If you have any 

questions - please talk to Nathan Bi�er. 
 

ST. MARK’S NNO  – CELEBRATION/FEEDBACK EVENT – SEPTEMBER 23RD 

The NNO Planning Team is holding a celebration lunch on Sunday September 23, 

at noon, after second service.  Pizza and salad will be served. Everyone is invit-

ed.  After the lunch, we will have a feedback session to discuss  ideas/ improve-

ments that we can incorporate in next year’s event.  The NNO Team is compiling 

a list of ideas for discussion.  Additional input is expected at the feedback session. 

Come and enjoy the fellowship and join the discussion to make 2019 an even big-

ger and be�er event. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sept 2 (Sun)………. 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

Sept 3 (Mon)……... 8:15 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
Sept 4 (Tues)……... 8:45 a.m. Chapel Service (First day of school) 
 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 7:00 p.m. Bible Information Class (BIC) 
Sept 5 (Wed)……... 4:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Sept 6 (Thurs)……. 6:00 p.m. All board and commi�ee meetings 
 7:15 p.m. Bible study 
 7:45 p.m. Council meeting 
Sept 8 (Sat)………. 9:00 a.m. Joyful Hands for Jesus 
Sept 9 (Sun)…….. 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 

If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Benjamin Zamzow (715) 216-2922 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Melissa Koenig  melissa@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


