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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you today! If you have 

any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look for-

ward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

 

Lord, to Whom Shall We Go? 
There are many things in our lives that seemingly offer peace, solace and satisfac-

tion - jobs, families, hobbies etc...  The things of this life are temporary, however, 

and believers recognize this fact.  Christians know that this life is not it.  So we 

cling to the Word of God.  We realize that nothing else in this world offers the 

peace of forgiveness and the hope of heaven like the Word of our Savior Jesus.  

 

Meditation Before Worship 
Dearest Savior, You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to know, that 

truth to keep, that life to win whose joys eternal flow. Amen. (CW 356:4)  

 

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Service of the Word 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of  

God’s Word.  Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

If you would like to follow along with the music for this liturgy,  

it begins on page 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 

 Christian Worship 283 

 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 1 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 

and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 

mercy. 

1  The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M:  God, our Heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  

You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his 

will.  

C:  Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 39) 

C: (sung)  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  Blessed are they who take  

refuge in him.  Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  

Your faithfulness continues forever.  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; 

and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 



We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Joshua 24:1, 2a, 14-18 (NIV) 

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned 

the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented them-

selves before God. 

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LGHI, the God of Israel, 

says. 

14 “Now fear the LGHI and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the 

gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and 

serve the LGHI. 15 But if serving the LGHI seems undesirable to you, then 

choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 

land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LGHI.” 

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LGHI to serve 

other gods! 17 It was the LGHI our God himself who brought us and our par-

ents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great 

signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the 

nations through which we traveled. 18 And the LGHI drove out before us all the 

nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve 

the LGHI, because he is our God.” 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 2 Psalm 71 

 Page 92 in the front of the hymnal 

 

 

2 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:21-31 (NIV) 

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 
23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, 

his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so 

also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 

himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with wa-

ter through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 

without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In 

this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He 

who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own 

body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church—

 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his fa-

ther and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh.” 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 2 Timothy 1:10b cf. (NIV) 

M: Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality 

to light through the gospel. Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wri>en that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-

luia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 6:60-69 (NIV) 

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who 

can accept it?” 

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to 



them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend 

to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 

The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 64 Yet 

there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the 

beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He 

went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the 

Father has enabled them.” 

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 

him. 

67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the 

Holy One of God.” 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Seek Where You May to Find a Way 

 Christian Worship 395 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  John 6:60-69 

 Theme:  “Believe the Hard Teaching” 

 

Please stand 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 3 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

3 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you 

give us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect 

us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 

place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 

and love. 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sud-

den catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those 

who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils 

may threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are dis-

tressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep 

our government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of 

good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, 

security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may 

there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is pov-

erty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and re-

store. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask 
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you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and 

skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleas-

ing in your sight.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ 

 Christian Worship 401 

 

INSTALLATION OF DAY SCHOOL TEACHER  (10:30 a.m.) 

 Miss Melissa Koenig 

 
Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to be-

lieve and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts 

that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in 

life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 



BLESSING 4 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Let Me Be Yours Forever 

 Christian Worship 596 

 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of the Word. Text and tune: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

4 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord 

said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 
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About Miss Koenig 
 

Melissa Koenig is the new kindergarten, first, and second grade 

teacher at St. Mark’s Lutheran in Bemidji, Minnesota. In May 2018, 

she graduated from Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota 

with two degrees: elementary education and instrumental music. 

Her hometown is Green Bay, Wisconsin where she enjoys spending 

quality time with her family and her Shetland sheepdog. In her 

spare time, Melissa loves to play many musical instruments, read a 

good book, and explore God’s creation. She also likes to be creative 

and scrapbook her many adventures. Melissa looks forward to 

teaching God’s li�le lambs this coming school year and sharing 

God’s Word with the next generation! 

 

A Prayer for Vietnam 
 

Holy Spirit, your quiet, yet powerful work is so humbling. Thank you for 

bringing so many to faith in the country of Vietnam. As opportunities to 

guide, teach, and lead continue to be presented to our synod, we pray that 

you work a patient and unifying spirit in these believers. Bless the efforts of 

the Hmong ministry there as they work to buy land and build a training 

center in Hanoi. Give courage to Pastor Lor and the Pastoral Studies Insti-

tute team as they train future leaders for this church body, that many more 

souls will come to rest in the peace that only Jesus gives. In his name we 

boldly pray, Amen.  

12 



—–————  Welcome!  ——–——– 
If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with the pastor or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet BiXer (with health concerns) Early: 68 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) Late: 69 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) Total: 137 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns)  

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week  $6,651 

 Contributions needed each week  $5,264 

 Contributions year to date  $164,045 

 Budget year to date  $173,712 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan BarckholX, Jan Jason 

Greeters:  Dean & Terri B., Doug & Carol K. 

Communion helpers (Sept):    Early— K. Peterson, N. BarckholX 

  Late— K. Grob, B. MaXke 

Ushers (August):  D. Kranich, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart, M. Webb  

Church cleaning for 9/1:  K & A Peterson, Coulter, Shavlik, Ma�hees 
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Announcements 
 

RECEPTION TODAY 

Please join us in welcoming Miss Melissa Koenig as K-2 teacher at St. Mark’s!  

Cake and ice cream will be served after the second service today in the fellowship 

hall. 

 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING 

Please take note of an upcoming special voters 

meeting this Thursday, August 30th at 7:00 p.m. 

This meeting will cover the future construction 

and building plans at St. Mark’s. 
 

A congregational meeting will be held after both 

early and late services TODAY where the build-

ing commi�ee will present information on the 

upcoming building project possibilities. 

 

LADIES GUILD 

Mark your calendars! The next meeting of the Ladies Guild will be held Thurs-

day, September 13th. There will be a Bible study at 6:30 p.m. followed by the 

meeting at 7:00 p.m. All women of the congregation are invited and encouraged 

to a�end! 

 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS 

Pastor will be starting Bible Information Classes (BIC) in September. The class 

will meet Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  If you have friends or family members 

that wish to know more about Scripture this is a perfect opportunity to invite 

them to learn more. The class is not just for prospects; it is for anyone who wants 

a review of Christian doctrine.  BIC is a course in the chief parts of the Lutheran 

Catechism.   If you are interested, please let pastor know so that he can prepare 

accordingly.  
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PLAYGROUND UPDATE 

The fund for the playground has grown to over $14,000.  We are still waiting to 

hear about grants from Home Depot and Walmart.  The goal for the playground 

is $23,000. A great opportunity has arisen to help with raising the funds.  A mem-

ber is willing to match up to $3000 with any gifts given to the playground be-

tween August 19th and September 15th.  If we are able to reach this matching 

goal we will be at $20,000 before any grants have been awarded. If you have any 

questions - please talk to Nathan Bi�er. 

 

 

 

 

WELS APP AVAILABLE 

Nearly 20,000 people have downloaded the WELS app to their phone or tablet to 

access daily devotions, WELS Missions Blogs, synod news, and more wherever 

they go, every day. Get the app for free by going to wels.app in your device’s 

web browser and ʺadd to home screenʺ using your device’s method.  

Your device may look 

different than this. 

Every device is unique.  

 

If you have trouble, ask 

your favorite tech-

savvy friend for help!  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Aug 26 (Sun)…….. 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Congregational meeting/Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship (with teacher installation) 
 11:30 a.m. Congregational meeting/cake and ice cream 

Aug 28 (Tues)…….. 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Aug 30 (Thurs)…… 7:00 p.m. Voters meeting 
Sept 2 (Sun)………. 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

 
 

If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Benjamin Zamzow (715) 216-2922 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Melissa Koenig  melissa@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


