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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you today! If you have 

any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look for-

ward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

 

Jesus Sustains Us 
Today our thoughts center around how God sustains us.  Each of the readings for 

today show that to be true in different ways.  God sustained Elijah in the desert 

both physically and spiritually.  In the Gospel for today, we hear from John how 

Jesus is the living bread from heaven.  The person who takes in that bread will nev-

er hunger again!  That living bread sustains our souls, encourages us to grow in our 

love for God and one another.  

 

Prayer Before Worship 
Oh, grant us hearts like yours, dear Lord, so joyous, free, and true, that all your 

children everywhere be drawn by us to you. (CW 491:4)  

 

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Morning Praise 
“Morning Praise” is based on the historic service called “Matins.”   

Joined to Christ, our risen Lord, we glorify God as we rise to the activities of this new day. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MORNING HYMN Every Morning Mercies New 

 Christian Worship 580 

 

Please stand 

 

INVOCATION   

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:   (spoken)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 

C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 

M: If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, 

C: We lie and do not live out the truth. 

M: If we claim to be without sin, 

C: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. (1 John 1:5-8) 

 Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called 

your child.  Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my 

guilt.  For his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of 

your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
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M:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness.  Upon this, your confession, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spir-

it. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD (Venite) 

Be seated 

 
FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 19:3-8 (NIV) 

3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, 

he left his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wil-

derness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he 

might die. “I have had enough, LEFG,” he said. “Take my life; I am no be�er 

than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the bush and fell asleep. 

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked 

around, and there by his head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar 

of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 
7 The angel of the LEFG came back a second time and touched him and said, 

“Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate 

and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights 

until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY  (Sung responsively) Psalm 34 

 Page 80 in the front of the hymnal 

Pastor will sing the first half of each verse, 

Congregation will sing the second half of each verse (indented line). 

All join in Refrain and Glory Be. 

 
SECOND LESSON Ephesians 4:30—5:2 (NIV) 

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 

the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bi�erness, rage and anger, brawling 

and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to 

one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 1 Follow 

God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God.  
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Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON John 6:41-51 (NIV) 

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am 

the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the 

son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I 

came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can 

come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them 

up at the last day. 45 It is wri�en in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by 

God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to 

me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he 

has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal 

life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilder-

ness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, 

which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my 

flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 

Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire 

of your love. Alleluia! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor 

 Christian Worship 352 

 

SERMON: 

 Theme:  Be Imitators of God 



 Text:  Ephesians 4:30—5:2 

After the sermon, the congregation stands to sing: 

WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD (Te Deum) 
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Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this 

community and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to  

participate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the  

opportunity to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship 

register. 

 

Please stand 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
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glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

 Christian Worship 436 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER FOR GRACE 

M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 

brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and 

grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; 

and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 
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CLOSING HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 Christian Worship 331 

 

Following the final hymn the church bell will toll concluding the worship hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Morning Praise. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran 

Hymnal, 1941, revised by Kermit Moldenhauer. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

 



11 



12 



—–————  Welcome!  ——–——– 
If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with the pastor or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet BiVer (with health concerns) One service: 154 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns)  

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer)  

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns)  

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week  $6,112 

 Contributions needed each week  $5,264 

 Contributions year to date  $153,151 

 Budget year to date  $163,184 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jody Bi�er, Erin Riess 

Greeters:  Bre� & Sherry W., Al & Cate B., Brenda W. 

Communion helpers (August):   Early— L. Tasa, J. Johnson 

  Late— D. Kranich, K. Grob 

Ushers (August):  D. Kranich, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart, M. Webb  

Church cleaning for 8/18:  Webb, Stinar, M & TJ Holderbecker 

13 



14 

 

Announcements 
 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING 

Please take note of an upcoming special voters meeting on Thursday, August 30th 

at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will cover the future construction and building plans at 

St. Mark’s. 
 

A congregational meeting will be held after both early and late services on Sun-

day, August 26th where the building commi�ee will present information on the 

upcoming building project possibilities. 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

The summer packets for St. Mark School families have been distributed.  If you 

did not receive one, please talk to Mr. Bi�er a.s.a.p. 
 

The registration fee, if paid in August, is $210.  Also, remember that the first tui-

tion payment is due August 16th.  Both the registration fee and the tuition fee can 

be paid online or placed in the payment box located in the school hallway right 

outside the 3rd-8th grade classroom. 
 

Also, this year background checks are required for anyone volunteering that 

works alone with students.  If you think you will be volunteering at school this 

school year, please talk to Mr. Bi�er about ge�ing a background check. 

 

 

 

Thank You 
To all who were involved with our National  

Night Out event this year! What a fantastic day! 
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The Stewardship Board has finished study-

ing this book and copies of it are in the 

Church library.  We highly recommend the 

members of St. Mark’s read this book 

about Stewardship Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Home Missions 

 

Dear Jesus, we praise you for your selfless sacrifice on the cross, which 

has made us your very own people. It’s gratitude for your love that has 

led to the many prayers and generous gifts offered by the people of our 

churches. Thank you for enabling us to support 14 new ministries across 

our country. Under your hand of blessing, allow many new souls to ben-

efit from the only message under heaven that can save them, which will 

be shared through each of these ministries. Lord Jesus, we pray this in 

your name. Amen.  

   ASK, THANK, TELL 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Aug 12 (Sun)…….. 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Aug 14 (Tues)…….. 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Aug 18 (Sat)………. 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
Aug 19 (Sun)…….. 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 
 

If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Benjamin Zamzow (715) 216-2922 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


