
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church    June 17, 2018 

Liturgy: The Common Service with Communion (page 15) 

Psalm:  Psalm 92 (page 101) 

Hymns: #255  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

  #188  Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid 

  #613  Come, You Thankful People, Come (Communion #1) 

  #310  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table (Communion #2, followed by #311 as time permits) 

  #322  On What Has Now Been Sown 

Sermon: “The Word of the Lord Grows” Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 

Prayer of the Day:  O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show us 

your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not lose the things 

you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Verse of the Day:  Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may your saints sing for joy. 

Alleluia. (Psalm 132:9) 

 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I 

will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the 

mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. 

Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the 

forest will know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree 

and make the dry tree flourish. 

“‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’” 

 

Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in 

heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly 

dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we 

groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly 

dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very 

purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the 

Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body 

and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away 

from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due 

us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

 



Gospel Lesson: Mark 4:26-34 

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27 Night and day, 

whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil 

produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he 

puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 

30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It 

is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the 

largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He did not 

say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained 

everything. 

 

Announcements 

ST. MARK’S 2018 NNO COMMUNITY EVENT – PLANNING MEETING JUNE 24  

The second planning meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 24 at 3:00 p.m. before Adult Bible Class. The 2018 

St. Mark’s Community Event is scheduled for August 7 (Same date as the local National Night Out 

Celebration). We hope to have an even bigger event than the very successful one held last year. Please plan to 

attend, especially if you  are one of the event leaders this year. If you have any questions, talk to Ken Grob.  

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

VBS will be held July 30-August 3 from 6-8 p.m. with an outdoor service held on August 5.  This will be for 3 

year olds through 5th grade.  Our theme this year is Space Station Salvation.  If you are interested in helping 

please contact Jeannie Konecne.  

  

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

If a committee or individual has an announcement for the July newsletter, please submit to Marjorie 

Gildersleeve by Friday, June 22.  Thanks. 

  

SCRIP 

NOTE: Because of the July 4th holiday, there will not be an order sent July 2nd. 

SCRIP cards are available for members to purchase.  We have some cards on hand for Home Depot, Menards, 

Target, Walgreens, and Walmart.  If you wish to purchase cards from other businesses, there is a form on the 

counter in the narthex to use for ordering.  Orders are sent on Monday mornings.  St. Mark’s share of profit is 

donated to the School Special Projects Fund.  See Marjorie Gildersleeve or Nathan Bitter to place your order or 

if you have questions. 

  

 


