
 

April 8, 2018 

Second Sunday of Easter 

ALLELUIA! 
Worthy is the lamb! 
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Pastor Aaron Ni� 

Principal Nathan Bi�er 

2220 Anne St NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 

(218) 444-3939 

www.stmarksbemidji.org 

Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

 

Growing in My Faith with Jesus 
wri�en by Kris Kuether 

music by Julie Bengtson 

sung by the Sunday School children 
 

Jesus born so long ago, help my li�le faith to grow. 

Teach me how to pray to you so I can thank all that you do. 
 

Jesus who lived so long ago, use my li�le faith so I can show 

all people that your word is true, so all may have a life thatʹs new. 
 

Jesus who died so long ago, strengthen my li�le faith so I may know 

that you are the truth, the life, the way, so I may praise you all my days. 
 

Jesus who rose so long ago, use me so that I may sow 

the Word of Life to all the earth, so all may know your priceless worth. Amen. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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We Enter God’s Presence 
 

(10:30) SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN SING  “Growing in My Faith with Jesus” 

 

OPENING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 Christian Worship 157 

 

Please stand 

 

OPENING LITANY OF PRAISE, CONFESSION & FORGIVENES 
 

Minister:  (From Revelation 5) “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, 

standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the 

elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 

sent out into all the earth. He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him 

who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and 

the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 

were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

And they sang a new song: 

Congregation:  ʺYou are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 

M: because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God 

C: from every tribe and language and people and nation. 

M:  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 

C:  and they will reign on the earth.ʺ 

M:  Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands up-

on thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: 

C:  ʺWorthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wis-

dom and strength and honor and glory and praise!ʺ 
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M:  Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 

on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 

C:  ʺTo him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and 

glory and power, for ever and ever!ʺ 

M:  The four living creatures said, 

C:  ʺAmen,ʺ 

M:  and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

All sing:  Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! (Sung to the tune of 157) 

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

See the place where he was laid; Alleluia! 

Praise him for the ransom paid. Alleluia! 

 

M:  Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M:  “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was cruci-

fied.  He’s not here! He has risen, just as He said!” Do not be afraid, children of 

God, for Jesus has paid for your sins in full; His resurrection proves it.  Your 

sins are forgiven! Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  Death has been swallowed up in victory!  

M:  And so with the elders of Revelation, we “fall down” and worship. 



All sing:  For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 

Sinless in the sinners’ stead. Alleluia! 

“Christ is ris’n,” today we cry; Alleluia! 

Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

M:  I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end He will stand upon the 

earth! 

C:  In my flesh – yes, with my own eyes – I will see Him! 

M:  Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O grave, is your sting? 

C:  God is giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

M:  “In my Father’s house are many rooms.  I am going there to prepare a place 

for you.  And I will come back and take you to be with me.”  With the elders of 

Revelation we say, 

C:  “Amen!  Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” 

M:  And we “fall down” and worship. 

 

All sing: Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 

God and sinners reconciled. Alleluia! 

While, in strange and awefull strife, Alleluia! 

Met together death and life. Alleluia! 

 

 Christ, who once for sinners bled, Alleluia! 

Now the firstborn from the dead, Alleluia! 

Throned in endless might and pow’r, Alleluia! 

Lives and reigns forevermore. Alleluia! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

 O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your 

word of peace.  Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears 

with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Acts 26:19–29 (NIV2011) 

19 “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 
20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and 

then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and 

demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. 21 That is why some Jews seized 

me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to this 

very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am saying 

nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen—23 that the 

Messiah would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the 

message of light to his own people and to the Gentiles.” 

24 At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your 

mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

25 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. “What I am saying 

is true and reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can 

speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, 

because it was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the 

prophets? I know you do.” 

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you 



can persuade me to be a Christian?” 

29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all 

who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these 

chains.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 16 

 Page 68 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 15:12–22 (NIV2011) 

12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no res-

urrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ 

has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than 

that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified 

about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in 

fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has 

not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; 

you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 

are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most 

to be pitied. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrec-

tion of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in 

Christ all will be made alive. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 20:29b (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed. Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wriCen that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-

luia! 
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Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 20:19–31 (NIV2011) 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were to-

gether, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they 

saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do 

not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 

the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 

finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not be-

lieve.” 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 

them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 

and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; 

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are wri�en that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 



Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

 Christian Worship 143 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  John 20:19-31 

 Theme:  Resurrection Peace 

 

Please stand 

 

THE SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLESʹ CREED 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

What does this mean? 
 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begoCen of the Father from eter-

nity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not 

with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His inno-

cent suffering and death.    (continues on the next page) 
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 All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His 

kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 

 This is most certainly true. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR EASTER 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your 

promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.  

C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his 

life to rescue the lost. 

C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious tri-

umph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the 

saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us 

the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing 

the song of victory: 



C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and hon-

or and glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and 

new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrust-

ed to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the 

suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort 

them with the hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With hap-

py hearts, we come before you and say: 

C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 

 Christian Worship 156 

 

Please stand 

11 



12 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to be-

lieve and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts 

that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in 

life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

EASTER BLESSING 

M: “Hallelujah!  Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear Him, both 

small and great!” 

C: “Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be 

glad, and give him glory.” 

M: Now may the glorious Father, who by His power raised our Lord Jesus 

Christ from the dead, give you the spirit of wisdom to know 

 � the hope to which He has called you, 

 � the riches of His glorious inheritance among the saints, 

 � and His incomparably great power for us who believe. (Eph. 1:17-19) 

 And may He preserve you in body, soul, and spirit until our own resurrec-

tion on the day of Christ Jesus.  Let all God’s people say, “Amen!”   

C: Amen! 

 

CLOSING HYMN The Day of Resurrection 

 Christian Worship 166 

 

(8:00) SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN SING   “Growing in My Faith with Jesus” 

 (words to the song are printed on page 2) 

 

Following the final song the bell will toll concluding our worship hour. 

Thanks for worshipping with us! 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of the Word. Text and tune: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

 

 

You are cordially invited to a�end the 

 

Farewell Dinner 
 

for Pastor Ni? and family 
 

 

♦ Today, April 8th   

♦ After the second service 

 

♦ There will be an entertaining 

program following the dinner… 

you won’t want to miss it! 

 
“God be with you till we meet again!” 
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WHAT: ST. MARK’S ANNUAL  

TIME & TALENTS AUCTION  

 

WHEN: NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 15
TH
  

AFTER THE SECOND SERVICE 

 

♦ Plan to a�end this fun fellowship event! 

 

♦ If you are planning to donate an item for 

the auction, please give your completed 

form to Doug Kranich TODAY. 
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Upper Mississippi Circuit 

Spring Rally 
April 28, 2018 

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Baxter, MN 

 
Registration/breakfast from 9:30-10:00 

Rally from 10:00-2:15 
 

Speaker Karen Kroll,  
wife of Missionary Dan Kroll, Cameroon, Africa  

 

Please join us in showing our faithful support for our WELS mission in 

Cameroon and for all our missionaries by a�ending the Spring Rally on 

Saturday, April 28, 2018.  We look forward to having you join with your 

fellow friends of missions for an enjoyable day of Christian mission-filled 

fellowship as we are… United to Serve Christ 

Watch for a sign-up sheet for those wishing to carpool. 

All are welcome to a�end! Bring a friend! 

Mission offerings due to Marjorie Gildersleeve by April 15th. 
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Please note our 

> > >  UPCOMING SCHEDULE  < < < 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

April 15th 
 

Guest Pastor Paul Lindhorst  

from Great Plains Lutheran High School  
 

8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

11:45 a.m. Time & Talent Auction 
 

______________________________________________________ 

 

VACANCY SCHEDULE 

begins April 22nd 
 

2:30 p.m. Bible Information (Starting Point) Class 

3:45 p.m. Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

5:00 p.m. Worship 

Vacancy Pastor Seth Scheuerlein 

(218) 326-1142      revscheuerlein@gmail.com 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) Maundy Thurs:  97 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) Good Friday:  126 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) Easter Sunrise:  118 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) Easter Day: 92 

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $6,537 

 Contributions needed each week $5,264 

 Contributions year to date $63,355 

 Budget year to date $68,432 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol�, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  John & Katrina S., Jan B., James & Rachel J. 

Communion helpers (April):  Bob Boe & Kyle Riess,  

 TJ Holderbecker & James Quint 

Ushers (April):  D. Kranich, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart, M. Webb 

Church cleaning for 4/14:  E Holderbecker, Wyman, Merseth 
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Announcements 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 

Our Wednesday Night Fellowship resumes this week!  Join us April 11 for a meal 

at 5:30 p.m. hosted by Joyful Hands and Stewardship, followed by Bible study for 

all ages at 6:30 p.m. 

 

HEART SAVER CLASS 

The Parish nurses are again planning a Heart Saver class 

on April 21, 2018 at 12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Thrivent 

will be helping with some of the cost. We have been gifted with 

an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) and use of that will 

be in the instruction. Anyone can use the AED; it will not deliver a shock unless it 

is needed and the machine will tell you exactly what to do. We will be asking for 

a freewill offering to help defer the cost of the instructor (Thrivent will not pay 

for that). If you would like to be certified it will be $20 more. Thrivent will pay for 

the instruction books and snacks. Please sign up in the narthex. If you have ques-

tions talk to Terri Bentler or Donna Schroeder. 

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER 

From now until April 15, the Youth Group will be selling promotional cards. 

These credit card sized coupons have deals from 15 area businesses that can be 

used daily from now until April 15, 2019. The St. Markʹs logo is on the front of the 

card - so it is a great way to spread the word about our church as well as save 

some money and support our youth! The cost is $20. The money will go towards 

future youth group activities, and to help offset the cost of any teens interested in 

a�ending the WELS Youth Rally. If you are interested in buying a card, please 

talk to a 6-12th grader or Joy Holderbecker. 
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K-2 TEACHER POSITION 

The Board of Education is currently searching for candidates to fill the vacant K-2 

teacher position starting next school year.  Any member of the congregation who 

has a Bachelor of Education degree and is interested in finding out more about 

the position is encouraged to please speak with James Johnson (Chairman of the 

Board of Education) or Nathan Bi�er (Principal) no later than April 16. 

 

BI-MONTHLY GIVING PROJECT 

The Stewardship Board is sponsoring a donation project during March and April 

to help reduce the cost of St. Mark’s youth a�ending Camp Croix this sum-

mer.  The donations received will be split equally among the youth a�ending 

Camp Croix.  Many of our youth have a�ended in past years.  Mark an envelope 

or on your check “Camp Croix.” 

 

REMINDER: SCRIP 

SCRIP cards are available for members to purchase.  We have some cards on 

hand for Home Depot, Menards, Target, Walgreens, and Walmart.  If you wish to 

purchase cards from other businesses, there is a form on the counter in the nar-

thex to use for ordering.  Orders are sent on Monday mornings.  St. Mark’s share 

of profit is donated to the School Special Projects Fund.  See Marjorie Gildersleeve 

or Nathan Bi�er to place your order or if you have questions. 

 

CUT HYMNS FEEDBACK 

The WELS Hymnal Project invites the public to offer reactions to its initial deci-

sion about which of our currently-published hymns will be kept and which will 

be cut in our next hymnal. You may review the lists and offer your thoughts 

through an online survey available on the Hymnal Project’s website:  

www.welshymnal.com  The deadline for submissions is May 1, 2018. Vote to 

keep your favorite hymns from being cut! 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Apr 8 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 11:45 a.m. Farewell dinner for Pastor Ni� and family 
Apr 10 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. Starting Point #11 
Apr 11 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 5:30 p.m. Fellowship meal (Joyful Hands/Stewardship serving) 

 6:30 p.m. Bible Study for all ages 
Apr 12 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Apr 14 (Sat)… 9:00 a.m. Joyful Hands for Jesus 
Apr 15 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School    
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 11:45 a.m. Time & Talent Auction 
 
If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Vacancy Pastor Seth Scheuerlein (218) 326-1142 revscheuerlein@gmail.com 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


