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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

We Have Eternal Salvation 
In our worship this morning the hymns and readings will focus mainly on one 

theme. Today we see Jesus’ glory is found in His love for you. When we think of 

Jesus’ glory we might think of Transfiguration—the day Jesus dazzled in brightness 

before some of His disciples. We might think of Jesus ascending into heaven. We 

might think of Jesus si�ing at God’s right hand ruling all things. We might think of 

Jesus returning in all power and might on the last day. But today we will see that 

Jesus views His glory beginning as He suffers and is lifted up on a cross. That’s glo-

ry?? It is glorious because of what Jesus came to do on that cross: draw you, His 

friend, to Himself forever! That’s glorious!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Lord Jesus, forgive me for not always appreciating the awesome gift You won for 

me. Help me to focus my a�ention continually on You and Your cross. Remind me 

that by Your innocent suffering and death on that cross You have drawn me to 

You; You have made me Your friend forever. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Common Service 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church and became  

the service commonly used by English speaking Lutherans in America.  If you would like to  

follow along with the music for this liturgy, it begins on page 15 in the front of the hymnal. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN  My Song Is Love Unknown 

  Christian Worship 110 

 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 1 

Congregation:   (sung)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

1  The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy on us.   

 Christ, have mercy on us.   

 Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (sung)  And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will 

and bore the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death 

we may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Note:  In keeping with the solemnness of Lent, we omit the song of praise, GLORY BE TO GOD. 



We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NIV2011) 

31 “The days are coming,” declares the LJKL, 

    “when I will make a new covenant 

with the people of Israel 

    and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant 

    I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand 

    to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, 

    though I was a husband to them,” 

declares the LJKL. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

    after that time,” declares the LJKL. 

“I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 

I will be their God, 

    and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

    or say to one another, ‘Know the LJKL,’ 

because they will all know me, 

    from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LJKL. 

“For I will forgive their wickedness 

    and will remember their sins no more.”  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 2 Psalm 143 

 Page 118 in the front of the hymnal 

2 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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SECOND LESSON Hebrews 5:7-10 (NIV2011) 

7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions 

with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and 

he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he 

learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he be-

came the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was desig-

nated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Mark 10:45 cf. (NIV2011) 

M: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.  

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 12:20-33 (NIV2011) 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: (sung)  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at 

the festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with 

a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell 

Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone 

who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and 

where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who 

serves me. 



27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 

this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glori-

fy your name!” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it 

again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others 

said an angel had spoken to him. 

30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time 

for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 
32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED 3 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally bego;en of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  bego;en, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

  and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

3 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene 

Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 
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 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Drawn to the Cross 

 Christian Worship 387 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  John 12:20-33 

 Theme:  ___ 

 

 

 

 



We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship book. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

9 
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The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He has given 

us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs us to invite to 

the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word (1 Cor. 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma?ers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close Com-

munion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to which it 

belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know how to declare 

unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this precious gift of unity 

with you. 

�     �     � 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 

21 in the front of the hymnal. 

 
Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (sung)  It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his 

death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree 

would in turn by a tree be overcome.   Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosan-

na, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 Christian Worship 311 

 (Followed by 312 and so on as time permits) 
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said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 
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Please stand 

 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi?is)  

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 24) 

C: (sung)  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 

word.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared be-

fore the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 

your people Israel. 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: (sung)  And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.  We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 4 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN  Glorify Thy Name (LAPPY p.86) 
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Wednesday, March 21 

Jesus Our Great High Priest Makes Us Priests 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25 

Confirmation will be held in the 10:30 a.m. service 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. 

Jesus Our Great High Priest Is Mediator of the New Covenant 

 

Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m. 

Tennebrae Service 

 

Easter Sunday, April 1 

Jesus Is Our Eternal High Priest 

7:00 a.m.  Sunrise Worship 

8:00 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 

10:30 a.m.  Festival Worship 

 

Join us  

Wednesday, March 21 

 

 5:45 p.m.   Potluck supper 

 7:00 p.m.   Lenten worship 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) Early:  56 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) Late:  72 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) Total:  128 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $3,938 

 Contributions needed each week $5,264 

 Contributions year to date $48,174 

 Budget year to date $52,640 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol�, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  Bob & Karla B., Gary & Pat B., Lucille G. 

Communion helpers (March):  Kevin Peterson & Nate Barckhol� 

     Doug Kranich & Ken Grob 

Ushers (March):  J. Jason, M. Schnackenberg, D. Schnackenberg,  

J. Konecne, TJ Holderbecker, Bob Coulter  

Church cleaning for 3/24:  Coulter, Shavlik, Ma�hees, K & A Peterson 
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Early bird  

registration ends 

March 31st! 
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Announcements 
 

FAREWELL PLANNING TODAY 

Anyone who would like to help plan the Ni�’s farewell should meet after second service 

TODAY. Contact Donna Schroeder with any questions. 

 

YOUTH GROUP EVENT TODAY 

This afternoon at 5 p.m. we will have a party at church for youth in grades 6-12. We will 

have a devotion, food, and games. The event will run until 8 p.m. We will also be kicking 

off our new fundraiser so that we can have funds for upcoming activities. Please join us- 

and bring a friend!  

 

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER 

From now until April 15, the Youth Group will be selling promotional cards. These credit 

card sized coupons have deals from 15 area businesses that can be used daily from now 

until April 15, 2019. The St. Markʹs logo is on the front of the card - so it is a great way to 

spread the word about our church as well as save some money and support our youth! 

The cost is $20. The money will go towards future youth group activities, and to help off-

set the cost of any teens interested in a�ending the WELS Youth Rally. If you are interest-

ed in buying a card, please talk to a 6-12th grader or Joy Holderbecker. 

 

LADIES PAINTING NIGHT 

All women are invited to a painting party (Traveling Art Pub) in the fellowship hall on 

Friday, March 23 at 7 p.m.  The cost is $30.  Please sign up in the narthex.  This event is 

being organized by Moms & Tots as a farewell party for Katie Ni�.  Come and join us for 

a fun evening of fellowship!  Friends are welcome!  If you have any questions, contact 

Amanda Mack. 

 

CONFIRMATION LUNCHEON 

Confirmation will be held on Palm Sunday, March 25 in the 10:30 a.m. service.  Our two 

confirmands are Paige Holderbecker and Delenna Kirk.  The congregation is invited to 

celebrate with Delenna and Paige at a luncheon following the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

 

PASSOVER MEAL 

On Palm Sunday, March 25, we will have the opportunity to sample a Passover meal.  

This will take place during Bible class/Sunday School between services and is intended 

for children and adults. 
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ATTENTION: SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS  

1.  The children are collecting Lenten Mission Offerings in li�le bags. They all should 

have their bags. If your child didnʹt get one, ask their teacher or Donna Schroeder 

about ge�ing one. These will be collected on March 25th when we bring the palms for-

ward at the beginning of the service. We are collecting the offering for the Illumine 

Mission Church, Rock Hill, SC.  

2.   The Sunday School children will be singing at the end of first church service and the 

beginning of the second service on April 8 for Pastorʹs last Sunday. Please have the 

kids at church by 8:30 a.m. on April 8 so we can practice the song before we sing. We 

will meet in Room 1 in the basement. 
 

TIME AND TALENT AUCTION 

The Stewardship Board is again sponsoring our annual Time and Talent Auction 

on Sunday, April 15, 2018 after the 10:30 service.  Mark your calendar for an afternoon of 

fun and fellowship.  Please consider making a donation to the auction and let the Stew-

ardship Board or Douglas Kranich know what you are donating.  For your convenience a 

donation form has been placed in your mailbox. 
 

BI-MONTHLY GIVING PROJECT 

The Stewardship Board is sponsoring a donation project during March and April to help 

reduce the cost of St. Mark’s youth a�ending Camp Croix this summer.  The donations 

received will be split equally among the youth a�ending Camp Croix.  Many of our 

youth have a�ended in past years.  Mark an envelope or on your check “Camp Croix.” 
 

GRANT SUB-COMMITTEE 

The Board of Education is forming a sub-commi�ee for the purpose of grant re-

search.  The commi�ee is open to all communicant members of St. Mark’s, and will 

search for grants that can be used for the playground and school facilities.  Anyone who 

is interested in joining or helping this commi�ee is asked to please talk to Mr. Bi�er or a 

member of the Board of Education.  
 

REMINDER: SCRIP 

SCRIP cards are available for members to purchase.  We have some cards on hand for 

Home Depot, Menards, Target, Walgreens, and Walmart.  If you wish to purchase cards 

from other businesses, there is a form on the counter in the narthex to use for ordering.  

Orders are sent on Monday mornings.  St. Mark’s share of profit is donated to the School 

Special Projects Fund.  See Marjorie Gildersleeve or Nathan Bi�er to place your order or 

if you have questions. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Mar 18 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Lent 5) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
Mar 19 (Mon)… 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Mar 20 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. Starting Point #9 
Mar 21 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 5:45 p.m. Potluck supper 
 7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship 
 8:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
Mar 22 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 6:00 p.m. Worship Commi�ee meeting 
Mar 23 (Fri)… 7:00 p.m. Ladies Painting Night 
Mar 25 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Palm Sunday) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship (Confirmation) 

 11:45 a.m. Confirmation luncheon for Paige and Delenna 
 
If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


