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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

We Have Received God’s Grace 
Laetare! The historic Christian church throughout the ages has focused on certain 

readings for each day of the church year. The readings for this Sunday caused 

Christians from ages past to give this Sunday the Latin name: Laetare. Laetare 

means “rejoice.” Today we rejoice that God has seen our desperate need and cho-

sen to do something about it. Just like the Israelites were directed to look at the 

snake on a pole as a reminder of their sin and God’s solution, God has directed us 

to look to the cross for the solution He provided for our sins. God’s grace is truly 

something for us to rejoice in!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
O gracious, merciful, and loving God, forgive me for the many times that I have 

failed to acknowledge my desperate need for you, my Savior! Strengthen me this 

morning by reminding me once again that you went to the cross for me so that I 

might live forever with you in heaven. Help me to always treasure your rich mercy, 

grace, and love. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Service of the Word 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of  

God’s Word.  Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

If you would like to follow along with the music for this liturgy,  

it begins on page 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing 

 Christian Worship 111 

 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 1 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 

and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 

mercy. 

1  The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M:  God, our Heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  

You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to 

his will.  

C:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. 

But we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with 

your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Numbers 21:4-9 (NIV2011) 

Rejoice! God sends sufferings so His people learn to trust Him for the cure.  

 

Note:  In keeping with the solemnness of Lent, we omit the song of praise, OH, TASTE AND SEE. 



4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go 

around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against 

God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we 

detest this miserable food!” 

6 Then the LFGH sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and 

many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when 

we spoke against the LFGH and against you. Pray that the LFGH will take the 

snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8 The LFGH said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone 

who is bi�en can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put 

it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bi�en by a snake and looked at the 

bronze snake, they lived. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 2 Psalm 38 

 Page 81 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 2:4-10 (NIV2011) 

Rejoice! In God’s great love He saw our need and completed our salvation perfectly in Jesus.  

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 

him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages 

he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kind-

ness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so 

that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

2 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 

5 
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 3:16 (NIV) 

M: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 3:14-21 (NIV2011) 

Rejoice! Through faith in Jesus who was lifted up on the cross you have eternal life.  

14 “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 

must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in 

him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that who-

ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed 

in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come 

into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their 

deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come 

into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 

the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 

have done has been done in the sight of God. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY What Grace Is This! 

 Christian Worship Supplement 715 

 (printed on the next page) 
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SERMON 

 Text:  Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-21 

 Theme:  “The Ugly Beauty of the Cross” 

 

Please stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 3 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

3 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  



We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING 4 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR LENT 

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from 

sin and death by his obedient death on the cross.  

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your 

Spirit, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no ma@er what the 

danger or the cost. 

M: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridi-

cule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chap-

lains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to 

do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their val-

ues as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.  

M: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chron-

ically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal rela-

9 

4 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to 

Him. 
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tionships, those victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors 

of life with a heavy heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and 

friend, their comfort and hope.  

M: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians 

and nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, com-

fort the hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary 

in doing good. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful 

even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 Christian Worship 391 

 



Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people.  Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 Christian Worship 345 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of the Word. Text and tune: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

“What Grace Is This!” Text: Laurie Gauger © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Re-

printed under OneLicense.net #A-720004. Tune: Grace Hennig © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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Wednesday, March 14 

Guest Pastor Gene Lillienthal 

 

Wednesday, March 21 

Jesus Our Great High Priest Makes Us Priests 

 

Palm Sunday, March 25 

Confirmation will be held in the 10:30 a.m. service 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. 

Jesus Our Great High Priest Is Mediator of the New Covenant 

 

Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m. 

Tennebrae Service 

 

Easter Sunday, April 1 

Jesus Is Our Eternal High Priest 

7:00 a.m.  Sunrise Worship 

8:00 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 

10:30 a.m.  Festival Worship 

 

Join us Wednesdays: 
(Now through March 21) 

 

 5:45 p.m.   Potluck supper 

 7:00 p.m.   Lenten worship 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 
IN OUR PRAYERS ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) Early:  71 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) Late:  51 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) Total:  122 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

Gene Wagner (Brenda’s brother, with health concerns) 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $5,614 

 Contributions needed each week $5,264 

 Contributions year to date $44,236 

 Budget year to date $47,376 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Jan Jason 

Greeters:  Dean & Terri B., Doug & Carol K. 

Communion helpers (March):  Kevin Peterson & Nate Barckhol� 

     Doug Kranich & Ken Grob 

Ushers (March):  J. Jason, M. Schnackenberg, D. Schnackenberg,  

J. Konecne, TJ Holderbecker, Bob Coulter  

Church cleaning for 3/17:  Coulter, Shavlik, Ma�hees, K & A Peterson 
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Announcements 
 

VOTERS’ CALL MEETING 

Our first call meeting will be held this Thursday, March 15 at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor Degner 

will be with us again for this important meeting. All voters are urged to a�end. 

 

MEN’S GROUP GAME NIGHT 

There will be a Men’s Group game night on Friday, March 16 at 7 p.m. {BYOB} 

 

JESUS CARES ANNIVERSARY 

Jesus Cares celebrates its 15th anniversary on March  17, 2018.  We are collecting new or 

slightly used items for our Bible bingo game. Examples: individual serve snacks, micro-

wave popcorn, jewelry, coffee mugs, any size stuffed animals, and games.  Basket will be 

in the entry until March 14th.  Thank you for your support!  

 

LADIES PAINTING NIGHT 

All women are invited to a painting party (Traveling Art Pub) in the fellowship hall on 

Friday, March 23 at 7 p.m.  The cost is $30.  Please sign up in the narthex.  This event is 

being organized by Moms & Tots as a farewell party for Katie Ni�.  Come and join us for 

a fun evening of fellowship!  Friends are welcome!  If you have any questions, contact 

Amanda Mack. 

 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation will be held on Palm Sunday, March 25 in the 10:30 a.m. service.  Our two 

confirmands are Paige Holderbecker and Delenna Kirk.  The congregation is invited to 

celebrate with Delenna and Paige at a luncheon following the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

 

ATTENTION: SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS  

1.  The children are collecting Lenten Mission Offerings in li�le bags. They all should 

have their bags. If your child didnʹt get one, ask their teacher or Donna Schroeder 

about ge�ing one. These will be collected on March 25th when we bring the palms for-

ward at the beginning of the service. We are collecting the offering for the Illumine 

Mission Church, Rock Hill, SC.  

2.   The Sunday School children will be singing at the end of first church service and the 

beginning of the second service on April 8 for Pastorʹs last Sunday. Please have the 

kids at church by 8:30 a.m. on April 8 so we can practice the song before we sing. We 

will meet in Room 1 in the basement. 
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PASSOVER MEAL 

On Palm Sunday, March 25, we will have the opportunity to sample a Passover meal.  

This will take place during Bible class/Sunday School between services and is intended 

for children and adults. 

 

TIME AND TALENT AUCTION 

The Stewardship Board is again sponsoring our annual Time 

and Talent Auction on Sunday, April 15, 2018 after 

the 10:30 service.  Mark your calendar for an afternoon of fun 

and fellowship.  Please consider making donation to the auction 

and let the Stewardship Board or Douglas Kranich know what 

you are donating.  For your convenience a donation form has 

been placed in your mailbox. 

 

BI-MONTHLY GIVING PROJECT 

The Stewardship Board is sponsoring a donation project during March and April to help 

reduce the cost of St. Mark’s youth a�ending Camp Croix this summer.  The donations 

received will be split equally among the youth a�ending Camp Croix.  Many of our 

youth have a�ended in past years.  Mark an envelope or on your check “Camp Croix.” 

 

GRANT SUB-COMMITTEE 

The Board of Education is forming a sub-commi�ee for the purpose of grant re-

search.  The commi�ee is open to all communicant members of St. Mark’s, and will 

search for grants that can be used for the playground and school facilities.  Anyone who 

is interested in joining or helping this commi�ee is asked to please talk to Mr. Bi�er or a 

member of the Board of Education.  

 

REMINDER: SCRIP 

SCRIP cards are available for members to purchase.  We have some cards on hand for 

Home Depot, Menards, Target, Walgreens, and Walmart.  If you wish to purchase cards 

from other businesses, there is a form on the counter in the narthex to use for ordering.  

Orders are sent on Monday mornings.  St. Mark’s share of profit is donated to the School 

Special Projects Fund.  See Marjorie Gildersleeve or Nathan Bi�er to place your order or 

if you have questions. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Mar 11 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Lent 4) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Mar 12 (Mon)… 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Mar 13 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. Starting Point #8 
Mar 14 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 5:45 p.m. Potluck supper 
 7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship 
 8:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
Mar 15 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 6:30 p.m. VOTERS’ CALL MEETING 
Mar 16 (Fri)… 7:00 p.m. Men’s Group Game Night 
Mar 17 (Sat)… 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares (15th Anniversary) 
Mar 18 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Lent 5) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 
If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 grobak@paulbunyan.net 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


