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“Speak, for your servant  

is listeninglisteninglisteninglistening.” 
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Pastor Aaron Ni� 

Principal Nathan Bi�er 
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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Dispelling Darkness: God Calls Us in His Word  
Imagine someone asked you to follow him. Yet, the person left out any details 

about the trip, what’s coming, or what you may have to endure. Would you hesi-

tate or follow no ma�er the cost? I think we all would have to admit that we’d be 

pre�y skeptical about following someone without any assurances about the jour-

ney. Today we’re continuing in our Epiphany message series called “Dispelling 

Darkness” and we rejoice in the fact that God has called us through His Word. 

God’s call to us creates in us both the willingness and the ability to follow Him no 

ma�er the cost. What amazing grace of God that He has called sinful humans like 

us to be His people here and hereafter!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Lord Jesus, thank you for calling me and convincing me to follow You. Forgive me 

for wanting things done my way instead of your way. Lead me this morning once 

again to Your cross where you have forgiven me. Give me an increased willingness 

to hear Your call in Your Word and follow You in my life. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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The Common Service 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church.  It became  

the service commonly used by English speaking Lutherans in America and appeared as “The  

Order of the Holy Communion” in The Lutheran Hymnal.  If you would like to follow along  

with the music for this liturgy, it begins on page 15 in the front of the hymnal. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

SCHOOL CHILDREN SING (10:30 a.m.) Prince of Peace 

 

OPENING HYMN Speak, O Lord 

 Christian Worship Supplement 735 

 (printed on pages 14-15) 

(8:00 a.m.) 

ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM Page 12 in the front of the hymnal 

 

 Hazel Aubree Lyon—infant daughter of Vincent Lyon and Rachel Bi�er 

 Sponsors: Ma�hew Bi�er 

 Lou & Sandy Tasa 

 

BAPTISM HYMN (sung after the baptism) See This Wonder in the Making 

  Christian Worship 300 

 

The service continues with the Prayer of the Day on page 5. 
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Please stand 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:   (sung)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy on us.   

 Christ, have mercy on us.   

 Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)  

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 16) 

C: (sung)  Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we give 

thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Fa-

ther almighty.   

 O Lord, the only bego6en Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  You sit at the right 

hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  For you only are holy; you only 

are the Lord.   

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God 

the Father.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (sung)  And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. 

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine 

with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and 

believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 

you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (NIV2011) 

Samuel is a model for us as he submits to God’s call and follows Him.  

The boy Samuel ministered before the LKLM under Eli. In those days the 

word of the LKLM was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, 

was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, 

and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LKLM, where the ark of God 

was. 4 Then the LKLM called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 

called me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the LKLM called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and 

said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LKLM: The word of the LKLM had not yet 

been revealed to him. 

8 A third time the LKLM called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli 

and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the LKLM was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go 

and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LKLM, for your servant is listen-

ing.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 The LKLM came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 67 

 Page 91 in the front of the hymnal 
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SECOND LESSON 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 (NIV2011) 

God encourages us to stand firm and hold on to the means by which He has called us: the 

Gospel.  

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by 

the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sancti-

fying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to 

this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we 

passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by le�er. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us 

and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage 

your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY Isaiah 49:3 (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia.  He said to me, “You are my servant in whom I will display my 

splendor.”  Alleluia. 

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 
GOSPEL John 1:43-51 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: (sung)  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

Our sinful human reason finds no reason to follow Jesus of Nazareth, but God causes us to 

follow Him through His call in His Word.  
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43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to 

him, “Follow me.” 

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip 

found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about 

in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, 

the son of Joseph.” 

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is 

an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.” 

49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 

king of Israel.” 

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. 

You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell 

you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and de-

scending on’ the Son of Man.” 

 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally bego6en of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  bego6en, not made, of one being with the Father. 



 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

  and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 

 Christian Worship 283 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  1 Samuel 3:1-10  

 Theme:  “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” 

9 
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We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship book. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 



The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He has giv-

en us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs us to invite 

to the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word (1 Cor. 

10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these maEers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close Com-

munion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to which it 

belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know how to declare 

unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this precious gift of unity 

with you. 

�     �     � 

 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 

21 in the front of the hymnal. 

 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (sung)  It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his 

glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.  Therefore, with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glori-

ous song: 

11 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosan-

na, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 Christian Worship 311 

 (Followed by 312 and so on as time permits) 

 

Please stand 
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SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc DimiEis)  

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 24) 

C: (sung)  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 

word.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared be-

fore the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 

your people Israel. 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: (sung)  And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 

supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 

increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  (8:00 a.m.) Prince of Peace 

  Sung by the school children 
 

  (10:30 a.m.)  Christ Be My Leader 

  Christian Worship 367 

 

Following the final hymn the church bell will be rung concluding our worship hour. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

The Ricci family 

The Stinar family 

 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  52 Late:  83 Total:  135 

 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol�, Julie Bengtson  

Greeters:  Bob & Karla B., Gary & Pat B., Lucille G. 

Ushers for January:  Doug K., Loren B., Dean B., Isaiah B.,  

John S., Mitch W., and Dustin M. 

Church cleaning for 1/27: Bi�er*, Kranich, Wagner, Link 

17 
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Announcements 
 

WELCOME, HAZEL 

Congratulations to Rachel and Vincent on the birth of their daughter Hazel! We 

welcome Hazel into God’s family today! 

 

MEN’S GROUP BREAKFAST 

All men of the congregation are invited to the Men’s Group Breakfast on Satur-

day, January 27th at 8:00 a.m. for 2018 planning and fellowship. 
 

DOUBLE BABY SHOWER!! 

Jamie Bernier — It’s a boy! 

Rachel Bi�er — It’s a girl! 

All ladies are invited to a double baby shower that will be 

held Sunday, January 28th, after 2nd service.  A light lunch 

will be served.  If you want to give toward a group gift, 

give money to Karla Boe or Belinda Baumann. 
 

MLC DONATION PROJECT 

The Board of Stewardship is sponsoring a donation project for Martin Luther Col-

lege for the months of January and February.  Your donation will be used to re-

duce the tuition of the members of St Mark’s that are a�ending Martin Luther 

College.  Your donation will be matched by the College up to $1,000.  

 

SCRIP NOTICE 

The next SCRIP order will be sent January 29th.  Meanwhile, if you need a gift 

card from those that we have on hand, please contact Nathan Bi�er.  (Those on 

hand are $25 gift cards for Home Depot, Menards, Target, Walgreens, and 

Walmart.  We also have $100 gift cards for Walmart.)  Thanks to those that have 

purchased the cards in the past.  St. Mark’s share of percentage of proceeds for 

2017 was $742, which helps fund “special projects” for the school.  
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DIVINE CALLS 

This past Sunday I received a call to serve as pastor at St. Lukeʹs Lutheran Church 

in Oakfield, WI and another call to serve as pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church in Cheyenne, WY. So, including my call to St. Markʹs, I have 3 calls to de-

liberate. I would greatly appreciate your prayers for me and all the churches as I 

consider where I can best serve Jesus in His Church at this time. I also welcome 

your thoughts about where I can best serve and your patience as I might seem a 

bit unfocused for the next several weeks.  ~ Pastor Ni� 

 

CAMP CROIX 

Camp Croix 2018 Registration is now open! Donʹt miss this opportunity to bright-

en your childʹs summer. Children going into 4th - 9th grade are welcome to take 

part in this wonderful week of Godʹs Word, swimming, sports, games, crafts, mis-

sion work, and more. Counselors and staff are also needed! We offer four weeks 

of summer camp - July 8-14, July 15-21, July 22-28, or July 29-Aug 4. For more in-

formation, and to register, go to www.campcroix.org.   

 

TIME OF GRACE 

Time of Grace ministry hosted by Pastor Mark Jeske (WELS) is available in our 

area at 6:30 a.m. every Sunday morning on Fox 9 KMSP. 

 

INTERACTIVE FAITH 

There is another Interactive Faith online Bible study happening on Wednesday 

evenings now through February 7th. The topic of this study is the book of Isaiah. 

Tune in at either 6 or 8 p.m. Check it out here: www.wels.net/interactivefaith 

 

BOXTOPS 

It’s time to bring in the Boxtops you have been collecting at 

home! Please drop them off in the next few weeks as the 

Boxtops will be mailed in at the end of February. In addition 

to Boxtops, we also collect Our Family UPCs, Tyson labels, 

and Loaves 4 Learning labels, with all money going to the 

school special project fund. Drop off your labels anytime in 

the labeled drawers in the fellowship hall cabinet.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Jan 21 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Epiphany 2) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
Jan 22 (Mon)… 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Jan 23 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 

 6:00 p.m. Starting Point #3 
 6:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m. Financial Peace University (3 of 9) 
Jan 24 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 TBD Supper Club 
Jan 25 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Jan 28 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Epiphany 3) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:45 a.m. Baby Shower (Bernier & Bi�er) 
 
*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Ken Grob (218) 699-3040 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


