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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Dispelling Darkness: Baptism Reveals Godʹs Grace  
We enjoy light. Light gives us certainty. Light gives us clarity. The word 

“Epiphany” means to “reveal” or the “make known.” When a king arrived in a cer-

tain town it was often referred to as an “Epiphany.” During the church season of 

Epiphany we celebrate the world’s King, Jesus, who came into our world to save 

us. In our current message series, “Dispelling Darkness” we’ll look at different 

truths Jesus gives us that cast darkness out of our lives and give us the light of 

truth. Today we’ll focus on Jesus’ baptism. At His baptism he officially began His 

public ministry. As we consider Jesus’ baptism, we’ll also reflect on our own bap-

tism. What does baptism mean for us? We’ll look at that today.  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
O Heavenly Father, I was born into this world as Your enemy, sinful and unclean. 

Yet, in wonderful grace You’ve adopted me, through my baptism, into Your family. 

What grace You’ve shown to me! Remind me of that grace today, that I might re-

joice in the salvation You’ve won for me, and live in a way which brings honor to 

You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism 
 

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual 

encouragement.  This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use not 

only when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion to remind 

God’s people of Baptism’s continuing blessings. 

 

 

Please stand 
 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  (spoken) Amen. 

 

M: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 

water and the Spirit.  

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  (John 3:5,6) 

 

M: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived 

us.          (Psalm 51:5) 

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

 

 

M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

M: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present 

her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (10:30 a.m. service) 

 Gabriel Jacob Bernier, infant son of Noah and Jamie Bernier 

   Godparents—Dillon and Jenna Barry 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed 

him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who 
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are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us 

heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 49:1-6 (NIV2011) 

Jesus was God’s appointed servant to bring the message of salvation to the ends of the earth. 

 

 Listen to me, you islands; 

    hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LMNO called me; 

    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me into a polished arrow 

    and concealed me in his quiver. 
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will dis- play my splendor.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

    I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LMNO’s hand, 

    and my reward is with my God.”  
 

 5 And now the LMNO says— 

    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 
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    and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LMNO 

    and my God has been my strength— 
6 he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

    to restore the tribes of Jacob 

    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 1 Psalm 2 

 Page 65 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON Acts 16:25-34 (NIV2011) 

The glory of the gospel in Word and Sacrament brought the jailor life and joy in the for-

giveness of sins.  

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 

and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a 

violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once 

all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer 

woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and 

was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 
28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and 

Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?” 

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 

your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 

the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 

washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were bap-

tized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
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he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his 

whole household. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY Mark 1:11b (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wri?en that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-

luia! 

 
Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11 (NIV2011) 

As John the Baptist baptized Jesus the Triune God showed Himself and a4ested to Jesus’ 

glorious work.  

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and 

all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, 

the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  8 I 

baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 

heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And 

a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 

well pleased.” 

 

1 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 

 Christian Worship 89 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Mark 1:4-11 

 Theme:  The Triune God’s Baptismal Treasure 

 

Please stand 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

M:  In Holy Baptism our Father in heaven connects us with Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection. In Romans 6 God says: ʺDonʹt you know that all of us who 

were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 

live a new life.  … For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, 

he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he 

died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the 

same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.ʺ  

 In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our 

Lord. Our life of faith is a constant return to our baptism.  In joy let us re-

member God’s blessings to us in baptism, making confession of our faith, 

and asking God to help us live as baptized children of God. 

M: I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 



C:  Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

M:  Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

C:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

M:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

C:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

M:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the commun-

ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins. 

M:  Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and 

sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God as long as you live? 

C:  Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

M:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the 

new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING 2 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

9 



10 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

M: Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of 

Man, fulfilling all righteousness.  Your heavenly Father revealed you as his 

beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased.  The Holy Spirit revealed you as 

the Christ, anointed and armed to destroy the word of the devil. 

C:  We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature 

of a servant, became like us, and were obedient to the will of your heaven-

ly Father. 

M:   Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word 

and gracious promises to the water of Holy Baptism.  In Baptism you 

cleansed us from sin, redeemed us from death, and clothed us in your per-

fect righteousness.  We praise you for the promise and treasure of Baptism. 

C:   Encourage us to remember our baptisms daily as we die to sin and rise to 

new life with you. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer 

M:  Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  

We claim a place, though weak and lowly, among your saints, your chosen host, 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin.  Your Spirit now shall live within. 

C:  All that I am and love most dearly – receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely, and help me your own child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own serve any will but yours alone. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 



2 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to 

Him. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN Christ, Your Footprints through the Desert 

 Christian Worship Supplement 709 

 (printed on pages 14-15) 

Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people.  Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 3 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

11 
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CLOSING HYMN Baptized in Water 

 Christian Worship 297 

 

�      �      � 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 



3 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord 

said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

13 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

The Ricci family 

The Stinar family 

 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  81 Late:  66 Total:  147 

 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Jan Jason  

Greeters:  Dean & Terri B., Doug & Carol K. 

Ushers for January:  Doug K., Loren B., Dean B., Isaiah B.,  

John S., Mitch W., and Dustin M. 

Church cleaning for 1/20: Bi�er*, Kranich, Wagner, Link 

17 
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Announcements 
 

WELCOME, GABRIEL 

Congratulations to Noah and Jamie Bernier on the birth of their son Gabriel! Ga-

briel was baptized on January 11th, and we reaffirm his baptism today and wel-

come him into God’s family! 

 

COMMUNION SURVEY 

The Elders are conducting a survey about the communion rail. Today is the last 

day to fill out a survey. Completed surveys can be placed in the box on the coun-

ter in the narthex. Thank you! 

 

PARENTING WORKSHOP 

This Wednesday, January 17th, there will be a parenting workshop at 6:00 p.m. It 

will cover the next installment of the video series Shepherding a Child’s Heart. Even 

if you missed the first few classes, you are still welcome to a�end!  
 

MEN’S GROUP BREAKFAST 

All men of the congregation are invited to the Men’s Group Breakfast on Satur-

day, January 27th at 8:00 a.m. for 2018 planning and fellowship. 

 

DOUBLE BABY SHOWER!! 

Jamie Bernier — It’s a boy! 

Rachel Bi�er — It’s a girl! 

All ladies are invited to a double baby shower that will be 

held Sunday, January 28th, after 2nd service.  A light lunch 

will be served.  If you want to give toward a group gift, 

give money to Karla Boe or Belinda Baumann. 

 

MLC DONATION PROJECT 

The Board of Stewardship is sponsoring a donation project for Martin Luther Col-

lege for the months of January and February.  Your donation will be used to re-

duce the tuition of the members of St Mark’s that are a�ending Martin Luther 

College.  Your donation will be matched by the College up to $1,000.  
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SCRIP NOTICE 

The next SCRIP order will be sent January 29th.  Meanwhile, if you need a gift 

card from those that we have on hand, please contact Nathan Bi�er.  (Those on 

hand are $25 gift cards for Home Depot, Menards, Target, Walgreens, and 

Walmart.  We also have $100 gift cards for Walmart.)  Thanks to those that have 

purchased the cards in the past.  St. Mark’s share of percentage of proceeds for 

2017 was $742, which helps fund “special projects” for the school.  

 

NEW BIBLE INSTRUCTION CLASS 

Last week Pastor began a new Bible Instruction Class on Tuesday evenings at  

6 pm at St. Markʹs.  It’s not too late to join!  Interested in joining St. Mark’s minis-

try?  Come and find out what we believe and teach!  A li�le rusty on your 

knowledge of God’s Word?  Come!  Know of a friend who needs to hear about 

their Savior?  Invite them and offer to come with them!  Want to do some evange-

lism?  Come and get to know some people interested in joining our congrega-

tion!  What about my children?  Child care can be provided at no cost!  

 

CAMP CROIX 

Camp Croix 2018 Registration is now open! Donʹt miss this opportunity to bright-

en your childʹs summer. Children going into 4th - 9th grade are welcome to take 

part in this wonderful week of Godʹs Word, swimming, sports, games, crafts, mis-

sion work, and more. Counselors and staff are also needed! We offer four weeks 

of summer camp - July 8-14, July 15-21, July 22-28, or July 29-Aug 4. For more in-

formation, and to register, go to www.campcroix.org.   

 

TIME OF GRACE 

Time of Grace ministry hosted by Pastor Mark Jeske (WELS) is available in our 

area at 6:30 a.m. every Sunday morning on Fox 9 KMSP. 

 

INTERACTIVE FAITH 

There is another Interactive Faith online Bible study happening on Wednesday 

evenings now through February 7th. The topic of this study is the book of Isaiah. 

Tune in at either 6 or 8 p.m. Check it out here: www.wels.net/interactivefaith 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Jan 14 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Baptism of Our Lord) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Jan 15 (Mon)…  No School 
 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Jan 16 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. Starting Point #2 
 6:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m. Financial Peace University (2 of 9) 
Jan 17 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 6:00 p.m. Parenting workshop 
Jan 18 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Jan 20 (Sat)… 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
Jan 21 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Epiphany 2) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 
*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


