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Welcome to worship!  Today, as we celebrate Christ’s birth, may 

everything we see, hear and sing renew our hearts and our hope, for God 

has come to us in love.   

About this service:   Today’s service is an adapta�on of the Christ-

mas Carol Service tradi�onally held at King’s College, Cambridge, Eng-

land, on December 24. It has been a tradi�on at King’s since 1918.   

As the creator of the Nine Lessons and Carols pointed out in the 

first printed program, the “pa,ern and strength” of the service resides 

with the lessons themselves, and not with the music.  “The main theme of 

the service is the development, through the Scriptures of the Old and New 

Testaments, of the loving purpose of God in sending his Son.  The carols 

and hymns are simply here to guide us in our response to the Word of 

God’s promise.”   

Therefore we will simply let God speak to us through Scripture and 

we’ll respond with song.  We will have one morning medita�on which fo-

cuses on the great love of God in gi3ing his Son to the world.  Surrounded 

by lessons and carols we hear again the promises of God who became 

man for us.  May God use this �me in his Word to give you the peace of 

sins forgiven, the joy of God’s presence in your life, and the love of your 

Savior now and forever. 
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Opening Hymn 55:  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

STAND  

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

M: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season it is our duty and de-

light to hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, 

to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which 

the Lord has made known to us—the Christ-Child lying in a manger. 

 Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purpos-

es of God from the first days a4er our fall into sin to the glorious re-

demp5on brought to us by this holy Child. 

 But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight 

with us to know the good news of Jesus Christ, and who would join 

with us in singing his praises. Let us pray for the people of Bemidji 

and for all those in our own congrega5on. 

 And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember, in his 

name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the op-

pressed, the sick and those who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, 

the elderly and the li7le children. We especially remember all those 

who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who do not love him, or who by 

sin have grieved his heart of love. 

 Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in 

heaven, who live in greater light than we, that mul5tude which no 

one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, who died 

in faith, and who live before the throne of God and praise him each 

day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them as we 

are united with one another. 

To sum up all these pe��ons, let us pray as Christ himself taught us. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

BE SEATED  
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NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

First Lesson 

 Genesis 3:8-15  The Seed of the woman will crush the  

  serpent’s head 

 Hymn 42: “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” 

Second Lesson 

 Genesis 22:15-18 God’s promises to Abraham 

 Hymn 28: “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” 

Third Lesson 

 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  The people who walked in darkness have 

  seen a great Light 

 Hymn 61: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Fourth Lesson 

 Isaiah 11:1-9 A Branch from the stem of Jesse 

 Hymn 47: “Behold a Branch Is Growing” (v. 1-2, 5) 

Fi;h Lesson 

 Luke 1:26-35, 38 The angel Gabriel visits Mary 

 Hymn 34: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

Sixth Lesson 

 Luke 2:1-7  The birth of Jesus   

 Hymn 68: “Away in a Manger” 

Seventh Lesson 

 Luke 2:8-20  The shepherds visit the manger 

 Hymn 63: “Angels we Have Heard on High” 

Eighth Lesson 

 Ma>hew 2:1-12 The Magi worship the newborn King 

 Hymn 83: “As with Gladness, Men of Old” 

 



CHRISTMAS MEDITATION:  "The Word Became Flesh" 

John 1:14 (NIV84)  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us.  

 

Ninth Lesson 

 John 1:1-14 The mystery of the IncarnaDon 

 Hymn 60: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

THE OFFERING 

STAND 

PRAYERS 

 

BLESSING 

M: May He who by His incarna5on gathered things earthly and heav-

enly into one, fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge 

of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. And the 

blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the Son (†), and the Holy 

Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn 62: “Joy to the World” 

_______________________________________________________ 

WE WISH YOU ALL A MOST BLESSED CHRISTMAS! 

ALL:   When all was sDll and it was midnight, your eternal Word, O 

Lord, descended from the almighty throne to dwell among us. 

May we receive Him in the peace of forgiven hearts and pro-

claim your gracious good will to all people on earth for He is 

God with us, Emmanuel. 

 O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 

birth of your only Son, Jesus Christ, grant that as we joyfully re-

ceive Him as our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence 

behold Him when he shall come to be our Judge; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  


