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The Savior is Born! 
A Blessed Christmas Eve to you! Weʹre thankful that you joined us to worship our 

newborn Savior this evening! What is your reaction to the news of Jesusʹ birth? Ex-

cited? Glad? Relieved? Tonight in our worship through a series of 4 sermone�es 

weʹll focus on the various reactions to the news of Jesusʹ birth as we see recorded in 

Luke chapter 2. Specifically weʹll see reactions of: rejected, terrified, glorify, and 

ponder. As we review this wondrous account may our hearts once again be uplifted 

and edified so that we, too, react with awe and joy at the birth of Jesus, our Savior!  

 

A few notes: 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Your li�le ones are welcome to stay with you, but if the need arises, our fellow-

ship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

 

Prayer before Worship 
O Jesus Christ, your manger is my paradise where my soul is reclining. For there, O 

Lord, we find the Word made flesh for us — your grace is brightly shining. The 

world may hold her wealth and gold; but you, my heart, keep Christ as your true 

treasure. To him hold fast until at last a crown is yours and honor in full measure. 

Amen (Christian Worship 40:1, 5) 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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The Order of Worship 
 

OPENING HYMN 
 

All sing: Oh, come, all ye faithful,  Joyful and triumphant, (CW 55:1,2) 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him,  Born the King of angels. 

Oh, come, let us adore him,  Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him,  Christ the Lord. 

 

  God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 

  Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 

  Only bego+en Son of God the Father. 

  Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

  Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Please stand 

 

OPENING LITANY  

Minister:  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 

 Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Psalm 95:1 

Congregation:  O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 You have set your glory above the heavens. Psalm 8:1 

M: Give thanks to the Lord of lords,  

 to him who alone does great wonders,  

 who by his understanding made the heavens,  

 who spread out the earth upon the waters,  

 who made the great lights –  

 the sun to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern the night. 

  Psalm 136 

C: Great is our Lord and mighty in power;  

 his understanding has no limit. Psalm 147:5 
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M: But our iniquities have separated us from our God;  

 our sins have hidden his face from us, so that he will not hear.  

We look for light, but all is darkness;  

 for brightness, but we walk in deep shadows.  

We look for deliverance, but it is far away. Isaiah 59:2,9 

C: For our offenses are many in his sight,  

 and our sins testify against us.   

Our offenses are ever with us,  

 and we acknowledge our iniquities. Isaiah 59:12 

M: The Lord is compassionate and gracious,  

 slow to anger, abounding in love.   

He will not always accuse,  

 nor will he harbor his anger forever;  

He does not treat us as our sins deserve  

 or repay us according to our iniquities. Psalm 103:8-10 

C: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,  

 the name of the Lord is to be praised. Psalm 113:3 

M: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,  

 “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch,  

a King who will reign wisely  

 and do what is just and right in the land.   

In his days Judah will be saved  

 and Israel will live in safety.   

This is the name by which he will be called:  

 The Lord our Righteousness.”  Jeremiah 23:5,6 

C: Prepare the way for the Lord,  

 make straight paths for him. Ma hew 3:3 

M: ʺDo not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

Christ the Lord.ʺ Luke 2:10,11 

C: Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore.  Alleluia!       

  Psalm 113:2 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light.  Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, we 

may also behold Him in all His glory in the life to come; through Your only 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spir-

it, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen.   

 

M: O come!  Let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!   
 

All sing: Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exaltation; (CW 55:3,4) 

 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 

 Glory to God, all Glory in the highest. 

 Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

 Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

The Reactions of Christmas 
 

RejectedRejectedRejectedRejected Luke 2:6-7 

6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 

in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
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HYMN:  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”  (CW 56:1,3)  
 

 Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

 There he lay, the undefiled, To the world a stranger. 

 Such a babe in such a place—Can he be the Savior? 

 Ask the saved of all the race Who have found his favor. 
 

  Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

  He is still the undefiled, But no more a stranger. 

  Son of God, of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

  Praise his name in all the earth, Hail the King of glory. 

 

 

TerrifiedTerrifiedTerrifiedTerrified Luke 2:8-12 
 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the an-

gel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is Christ, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find 

a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 

 

HYMN:  “To Shepherds as They Watched by Night”  (CW 53:1-4)  
 

To shepherds as they watched by night 

Appeared a host of angels bright; 

“Behold the tender babe,” they said, 

“In yonder lowly manger laid, 
 

“At Bethlehem, in David’s town, 

As Micah did of old make known. 

It is the Christ, your Lord and King, 

Who will to all salvation bring.” 
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Oh, then rejoice that through his Son 

God is with sinners now at one; 

Made like yourselves of flesh and blood, 

Your brother is th’eternal God. 
 

What harm can sin and death then do? 

The true God now abides with you. 

Let hell and Satan storm and rave, 

Christ is your brother—you are safe. 

 

 

GlorifyGlorifyGlorifyGlorify Luke 2:13-18 
 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

to men on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word con-

cerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  

 

 

HYMN:  “Angels We Have Heard on High”  (CW 63:1,3)  
 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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PonderPonderPonderPonder Luke 2:19 
 

19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

 

 

HYMN:  “What Child is This?”  (CW 67) 
 

What child is this who, laid to rest,  

On Maryʹs lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet With anthems sweet  

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King,  

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 

Haste, haste to bring him laud,  

The babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where oxen now are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear; For sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through; 

The cross heʹll bear for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings Salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high;  

The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 

 



The Gospel Celebration  (Luke 2:1-20) 

 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 

the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirini-

us was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register. 4So 

Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 

the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went 

there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was ex-

pecting a child. 

 

Once in royal David’s city  Stood a lowly ca+le shed,      (CW 50:1,2) 

Where a mother laid her baby  In a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that mother mild,  Jesus Christ her li+le child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven  Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable,  And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly  Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth 

to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,       (CW 68:1,2) 

The li+le Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

The li+le Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
 

The ca+le are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But li+le Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

ʺDo not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the peo-

ple. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and ly-

ing in a manger.ʺ 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying, 14ʺGlory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace to men on whom his favor rests.ʺ 

 
Hark!  The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King;     (CW 61:1,2) 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all you nations rise,  Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’ angelic host proclaim,  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark!  The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’ incarnate Deity! 

 Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 

 Hark!  The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ʺLetʹs go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has told us about.ʺ 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread 

the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 

were just as they had been told. 

 



Joy to the world,  the Lord is come!        (CW 62:1,2) 

Let earth receive her King;   

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room   

And heav’n and nature sing, …   
 

Joy to the earth,  the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ,  

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  

Repeat the sounding joy, … 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY Christmas Lullaby (I Will Lead You Home) 

 by Amy Grant and Chris Eaton 

 sung by K’rynn Erickson 

 

OFFERING 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread the Christmas message both in 

this community and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to 

participate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the oppor-

tunity to share God’s Word with you!   

 

During the offering the ushers will distribute the candles for the candle lighting 

ceremony. 

 

 

PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  (spoken together) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 

us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Candle Lighting Ceremony 
 

Minister:   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 

Congregation:   In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.   

M: Jesus is the Light of the World! 

C: He is light; in Him there is no darkness at all. 

M: As we walk in the light we have fellowship with one another, and fellowship 

with Jesus, Mary’s Son, our Savior!  

C: The blood of Jesus has purified us from all sin. 

M: Once we were darkness, but now we are light in the Lord! 

C: We will walk as children of Light! 

 

Please be seated. 

Do not tip lit candles, lest wax spill. 

Tip unlit candles to receive the flame. 

 

The pastor lights his candle from the Christ candle.  The ushers light their candles from 

the pastor’s candle, and proceed to offer light to the first person in each row.  Please tilt 

the unlit candles to light them from the lit candles. 

 

SONG O Holy Night 

 sung by Terri Bentler 

 

PRAYER 

M: O Holy Spirit, as the light of these candles drives away the darkness, so use 

the good news that Jesus has come to drive sin and doubt out of our hearts.  

Rule in us with Your grace and Your goodness, that we might be Your grate-

ful servants through all this life, until that day when we join the angel hosts 

in singing eternal praises to our King.  In Jesus’ name we pray.   

C: Amen. 
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The Blessing of the Newborn Savior 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you! 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!        (CW 60) 

All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child.   

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace,   

Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

M:  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you! 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!   

Shepherds quake at the sight. 

Glories stream from heaven afar;  

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born!  

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

M:  The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace! 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!   

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face   

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

When pastor extinguishes his candle, the worshipers will extinguish their candles.   

Please remain seated to meditate on the thoughts of the service .  

The lights will then be turned on, and there will be a couple brief announcements. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
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Announcements 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

St. Mark’s will be hosting another Financial Peace University class.  Financial 

Peace University is Dave Ramsey’s step-by-step course that teaches you how to 

become debt free and in control of your personal finances. This 9-week course 

will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm beginning January 9th.  The cost of the 

class is $109. If you are unsure about making the commitment because of the cost, 

you are welcome to a�end the first class for free to see what it is all about.  Please 

sign up in the narthex, and see Kyle Riess if you have any questions. 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

We are looking for women who would like to serve on the Altar Guild in 2018.  If 

you have never served on the Altar Guild before, don’t be shy, sign up with 

someone who has done it before and they will show you what needs to be done.  

Please sign up in the narthex. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ELDERS ABOUT THE COMMUNION RAIL 

The Elders have been discussing the recent changes of how communion is being 

distributed at St Markʹs. Currently the communion rail has been removed due to 

a temporary need for room up front for the Childrenʹs Christmas Service. It will 

be reinstalled after the last Sunday of December. The Elders want to take this op-

portunity to continue giving the bread and wine to communicants while they 

stand.  Pastor will be assisted by two congregational leaders when available. 

There will be a pause between the distribution of the bread and wine.  We will be 

surveying the communicants in early January for their preferences to help us in 

our consideration for how we distribute communion in the future. We under-

stand there will be different opinions.  Taking the Lord’s Supper should be done 

in a way that one has time to acknowledge and examine one’s sins and appreciate 

the forgiveness God gives us in the Supper before coming to the table. A way to 

prepare for the Lord’s Supper is found in the front of the hymnal on page 

156.  Your comments are welcome anytime.  2018 Elders are Ken Grob, Darold 

Krenz, Doug Kranich, and Lou Tasa. 



Dec 25 (Mon)… 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 
  Service of Lessons & Carols 
 

Dec 31 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship 
  (No Bible class or Sunday School) 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


