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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Jesus is Coming! Rejoice! 
What do you want for Christmas? Some people came to John the Baptist and want-

ed to know who he was. They didn’t want to know who John pointed to and were-

n’t satisfied with John or his message. Today many people want many different 

things at Christmas time. Unfortunately, many only want the gifts, gli�er, tinsel, 

twinkling Christmas lights, and parties. Our God wants to know: what do we 

want? Thank the Lord that He’s convinced us of the truth! While enjoying the mu-

sic, decorations, and festivities of the Christmas season our focus remains: the 

Christ-child, the Savior, the Light of the World, who once came into this world to 

save us and one day will come again!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Merciful Father, so often I forget what’s important in my life: You. Forgive me! As-

sure me once again this morning of Your faithful love and gracious deliverance. Fo-

cus my mind and heart on Your message to me this morning. Amen.  
 

Personal preparation for Holy Communion can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 156. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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The congregation will sing the refrain.  The refrain repeats continually while the cantor 

sings the verses: 
 

Cantor: 1.  In a manger, the Lord will come 

2.  Bringing truth and wisdom, now come 

3.  Cleansing hearts, our Savior will come 

4.  Joyful promise, our God will come 

5.  Give God glory and praise, he’ll come  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  (spoken)  Amen. 

M: Sin entered the world through our first parents Adam and Eve.  As descend-

ants of Adam and Eve, we confess: 

C: I have sinned against You, O God.  I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good.  I deserve Your punishment now and in eternity.  Have 

mercy on me, O God, my Savior. 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

Please stand 
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M: God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us.  Jesus is the atoning sacri-

fice for all our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authori-

ty, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.  With all believers let us sing: 

 

C: (sung) Come, come Emmanuel.  Come Emmanuel. 

  Come, come Emmanuel.  Come Emmanuel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 

light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11  (NIV2011) 

All else pales compared to the priceless Christmas gifts God gives you.  

The Spirit of the Sovereign LHIJ is on me, 

      because the LHIJ has anointed me 

      to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

      to proclaim freedom for the captives 

      and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the LHIJ’s favor 

      and the day of vengeance of our God, 
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to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

      instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

      instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

      instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

      a planting of the LHIJ 

      for the display of his splendor.  
 

10 I delight greatly in the LHIJ; 

      my soul rejoices in my God. 

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 

      and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 

      and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 

      and a garden causes seeds to grow, 

so the Sovereign LHIJ will make righteousness 

      and praise spring up before all nations.  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 71 

 Page 92 in the front of the red hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  (NIV2011) 

Only gifts bought by Jesus and delivered by the Spirit give true joy, peace, and thanks.  

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but 

test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 
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23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Ma;hew 11:10b (NIV2011) 

M: Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.  Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28  (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

Look to the Giver and not so much at the gifts. Ask about the Christ, not about John the 

Baptist.  
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 
8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  

 

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent 

priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but 

confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 
21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
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He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you the Prophet?” 

He answered, “No.” 
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those 

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one 

calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” 
24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do 

you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do 

not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to untie.” 
28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John 

was baptizing. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally bego;en of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  bego;en, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

  and became fully human. 
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Arise, O Christian People 

 Christian Worship 14 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Isaiah 61:1-3, 10, 11 

 Theme:  The Gifts that Last 

 Notes: 

 

 



We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship book. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ADVENT 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 

promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  

Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your peo-

ple to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

sha�er our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

9 
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C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and 

strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 

the despairing.  In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 

deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He has given 

us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs us to invite to 

the Lord’s Supper: 



1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word (1 Cor. 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma7ers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close Com-

munion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to which it 

belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know how to declare 

unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this precious gift of unity 

with you. 

�     �     � 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 

21 in the front of the hymnal. 

 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (sung)  It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called 

people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 

of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosan-

na, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

11 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 Christian Worship 311 

 (Followed by 312 and so on as time permits) 

 

Please stand 
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SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi7is)  

(words on the next page; music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 24) 

C: (sung)  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 

word.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared be-

fore the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 

your people Israel. 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: (sung)  And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.  We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  The Advent of Our King 

 Christian Worship 1 

 

Following the final hymn the church bell will be rung concluding our worship hour. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

The Ricci family 

The Stinar family 

Befriend-a-Mission for Nov/Dec: East Fork Lutheran School in AZ 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  73 Late:  66 Total:  139 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $4,757 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $246,476 

 Budget year to date $242,856 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol�, Jan Jason 

Greeters:  Bob & Karla B./ Gary & Pat B./ Lucille G. 

Ushers for December:  J. Mathweg, R. Kuehn, L. Tasa, A. Tasa, B. Ma�ke, B. Boe 

Church cleaning for 12/23: L. Tasa/A. Tasa/Solheim/Granger/T. Mack 
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November and December are  

our Congregation’s months to Befriend a Mission.   
 

What is Befriend a Mission?   

It is a program set up through 

our Lutheran Women’s Mission-

ary Society (LWMS) to encourage 

our Home and World Missions 

and Missionaries.  Our Mission-

aries leave behind their friends 

and families and go to unfamiliar 

cultures to spread God’s Word.  

It can be lonely and difficult to 

establish a presence in the com-

munity.   

 

 

“You can be like faithful Aaron holding up the prophets hands.”   
 

Everyone is encouraged to pray for the Missions/Missionaries, write 

le�ers of encouragement, or send small gifts or care packages. 

 

The World Mission/Missionary assignment is: 

Native American 

A teacher at East Fork Lutheran School 

 

Darrell Dobberpuhl 

P.O. Box 1083 

Fort Apache, AZ 85926 

 

Please shower him with your prayers and encouraging words. 
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Why the color blue? 
As you look around the church today, you will see the color blue in a 

number of places—the banners, the paraments on the altar, and the 

stole which the pastor wears.  Blue is the liturgical color for the season 

of Advent.  The color blue points us to the sky and our anticipation 

and hope in the One who came at Christmas and who will come again 

in glory. 
 

 

Advent Worship Note 
 

Traditionally the “Gloria in Excelsis” is not sung during Advent. The 

absence of this song of praise marks Advent worship with a sense of 

something missing. During the 4 weeks of preparation, the Church 

looks forward to the return of the song of the angels on Christmas 

Day in celebration of God fulfilling his promises in Christ.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Announcements 
ADVENT 

Our third and final midweek Advent service will be Wednesday, December 20. 

Potluck at 5:45 and worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

11th ANNUAL MOVIE WITH THE WYMANS 

The Wymans will take the children to the 12:45 matinee movie ʺFerdinandʺ on 

Sunday, December 17 (today). Bre� and Sherry will be at the theater at 12:15 so 

would appreciate dropping off the kids before 12:30 if possible so we can give 

them tickets and the kids have time to get their snacks and/or go to the bathroom. 

If your child wants a snack, please send money for that. If you didn t́ get a chance 

to sign up, please contact Sherry ASAP at 556-0057.  

 

GIFTS FOR JESUS 

Since Christmas is the celebration of our Lord’s birth, we have compiled a list of 

gifts that could be given to help carry out His work here at St. Mark’s. Please 

wrap the gift and place it under the tree in front of church. The gifts will be 

opened after the Christmas Day service by the children who are in a�endance. If 

you are able to give one or more of the gifts listed, we ask that you mark the post-

ed master list on the bulletin board in the narthex to avoid duplication of gifts. If 

you have any questions, please talk to Nathan Bi�er.  

 

CALLING MUSICIANS! 

All musicians are invited to prepare a piece of Christmas music to play for pre-

service on Christmas Eve. We would especially like to encourage the children to 

participate in this opportunity before the Children’s Service on Christmas Eve 

morning. Please indicate your intent on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. If you 

have questions or would like help finding music, please see Kyle or Erin Riess. 

 

TIME OF GRACE 

Time of Grace ministry hosted by Pastor Mark Jeske (WELS) is available in our 

area at 6:30 a.m. every Sunday morning on Fox 9 KMSP. 
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ALTAR GUILD 

We are looking for women who would like to serve on the Altar Guild in 2018.  If 

you have never served on the Altar Guild before, don’t be shy, sign up with 

someone who has done it before and they will show you what needs to be done.  

Please sign up in the narthex. 

 

MEDITATIONS AND FORWARD IN CHRIST MAGAZINES 

We are collecting your used Meditations and Forward in Christ magazines. These 

are given to WELS prison ministry and sent to inmates all over the country. Only 

these two devotional materials are accepted. Please place them in the top drawer 

next to the church mailboxes.  See Judy Krenz if you have any questions.  

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ELDERS ABOUT THE COMMUNION RAIL 

The Elders have been discussing the recent changes of how communion is being 

distributed at St Mark ś. Currently the communion rail has been removed due to 

a temporary need for room up front for the Children ś Christmas Service. It will 

be reinstalled after the last Sunday of December. The Elders want to take this op-

portunity to continue giving the bread and wine to communicants while they 

stand.  Pastor will be assisted by two congregational leaders when available. 

There will be a pause between the distribution of the bread and wine.  We will be 

surveying the communicants in early January for their preferences to help us in 

our consideration for how we distribute communion in the future. We under-

stand there will be different opinions.  Taking the Lord’s Supper should be done 

in a way that one has time to acknowledge and examine one’s sins and appreciate 

the forgiveness God gives us in the Supper before coming to the table. A way to 

prepare for the Lord’s Supper is found in the front of the hymnal on page 

156.  Your comments are welcome anytime.  2018 Elders are Ken Grob, Darold 

Krenz, Doug Kranich, and Lou Tasa. 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Dec 17 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Advent 3) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 12:15-12:30 p.m.    Drop off at theater for Movie with the Wymans 

Dec 18 (Mon)… 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Dec 19 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 10:00 a.m. Home School Group 
Dec 20 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 5:45 p.m. Potluck 
 7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Worship 
Dec 21 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Dec 23 (Sat)… 9:00-11:30 a.m.  Children’s Christmas practice 
Dec 24 (Sun)… 8:45 a.m. Special pre-service music 
 9:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Service 
 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
Dec 25 (Mon)… 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 
 
*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


