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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 
have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 
forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 
• Restrooms are located in the entry area. 
• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 
• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Jesus is Coming! Prepare for His Coming! 
For many years God promised His Old Testament children that He would come 
and when the time was right He came on that first Christmas Day. Today He has 
promised us also that He will come again when the time is right on the Last Day. In 
the times of busyness and distractions let us not forget our chief business here on 
this earth: being and ge�ing ready for His coming. Let us listen to God’s forerun-
ners by obeying His Word and cherishing every opportunity to hear His message! 

  

Prayer Before Worship 
Heavenly Father, so often I get distracted with the things of this world and forget 
You are coming. Forgive me! Refocus me on the message of Your forerunners and 
help me to prepare for both Your first and second comings. In Jesus, Amen.  

 

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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The congregation will sing the refrain.  The refrain repeats continually while the cantor 

sings the verses*: 
 

Cantor: 1.  Birth of wonder, the Lord will come 
2.  Wondrous child, the Savior will come 
3.  From the Father’s throne, He’ll come 
4.  Our Creator, the Lord will come 
5.  Precious treasure, the Savior will come  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  (spoken)  Amen. 

M: Sin entered the world through our first parents Adam and Eve.  As descend-
ants of Adam and Eve, we confess: 

C: I have sinned against You, O God.  I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good.  I deserve Your punishment now and in eternity.  Have 

mercy on me, O God, my Savior. 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

Please stand 

*  The verses this week are based on the hymn “Savior of the Nations, Come.” This ancient hymn 
text was translated into German by Martin Luther and is a hymn he would have sung. 
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M: God, our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us.  Jesus is the atoning sacri-
fice for all our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authori-
ty, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.  With all believers let us sing: 

 

C: (sung) Come, come Emmanuel.  Come Emmanuel. 

  Come, come Emmanuel.  Come Emmanuel. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his com-
ing give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the 
darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11(NIV2011) 

Listen to God’s forerunner: we are nothing, He is everything; we are born to die, He 

comes to give life. 

Comfort, comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
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that she has received from the LJKL’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 

3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the LJKL; 
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LJKL will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the LJKL has spoken.” 

6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

“All people are like grass, 
    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    because the breath of the LJKL blows on them. 
    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    but the word of our God endures forever.” 

9 You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LJKL comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
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See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 85 

 Page 97 in the front of the red hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON  2 Peter 3:8-14 (NIV2011) 

Listen to God’s forerunner: He kept His promise to come the first time and He will come 

again!  
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and every-
thing done in it will be laid bare. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look for-
ward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven 
and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 3:4,6 (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All man-
kind will see God’s salvation.  Alleluia. 
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C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wri;en that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8 (NIV2011) 

Listen to God’s forerunner: repent and trust in the Word and work of the coming Savior. 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 
2 as it is wri�en in Isaiah the prophet: 

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way”— 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and 
all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, 
the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I bap-
tize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 Christian Worship 16 
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SERMON 

 Text:  Mark 1:1-8 

 Theme:  “Prepare the Way” 

 

Please stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 



We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR ADVENT 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 
promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  
Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your peo-
ple to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 
sha�er our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin.  Let this good news be our joy and 
strength.  Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 
the despairing.  In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 
deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 
see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

9 
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C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway 

 Christian Worship Supplement 702 

 (printed on page 12) 
 

Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to be-
lieve and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts 
that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in 
life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 



BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   
Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Arise, O Christian People 

 Christian Worship 14 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of the Word. Text and tune: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

“Prepare the Royal Highway.” Text: F.M. Franzen, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978. © 1978 Lu-

theran Book of Worship; admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
720004. Tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th century. 
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Upcoming Schedule 
 

Sunday, December 24  9 a.m. Children’s Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 24 7 p.m. Candlelight Service 
Monday, December 25 9 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 
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WELCOME! 
If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 
many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 
one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 
like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 
Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 
Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 
Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 
The Ricci family 
Befriend-a-Mission for Nov/Dec: East Fork Lutheran School in AZ 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
Early:  88 Late:  80 Total:  168 
 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 
“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $5,521 
 Contributions needed each week $5,122 
 Contributions year to date $241,719 
 Budget year to date $240,734 
 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 
 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 
Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Julie Bengtson 
Greeters:  Dean & Terri B., Doug & Carol K. 
Ushers for December:  J. Mathweg, R. Kuehn, L. Tasa, A. Tasa, B. Ma�ke, B. Boe 
Church cleaning for 12/16: Ekstrom/Krueger/G. Schulze/Brummund 
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Announcements 
CAROLING 
Anyone interested in going Christmas caroling should meet at 3:00 p.m. this af-
ternoon at church. We will return to church afterwards for pizza. 
 
MEALS ON WHEELS 
Would you like to donate some of your time for this service? St Mark’s is on the 
schedule to deliver meals for 5 days in December, the 11th through the 15th. 
Please see sign up sheet or contact Pat or Gary Berget if you have any questions. 
 
ADVENT 
The second midweek Advent service will be Wednesday, December 13 at 7:00 
p.m. There will be a soup and sandwich supper beginning at 5:45 p.m. Please 
bring a dish to pass. 
 
MEETING NIGHT 
Take note—the monthly meeting night at church will be this Thursday, Decem-
ber 14 (pushed back from last week due to the Luther movie). 
 
LADIES GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY 
All women of the congregation are invited to a�end the annual Ladies Guild 
Christmas Party this Friday, December 15 at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Come and focus your hearts on Jesus, the babe born in Bethlehem, while enjoying 
Christian fellowship with other women. Bring a snack to share if you wish. 
Friends are welcome! 
 
SCRIP ANNOUNCEMENT 
The next opportunity to purchase SCRIP gift cards will be January 1.  There will 
not be an order on December 11, as previously announced.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Marjorie Gildersleeve or Nathan Bi�er.  
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11th ANNUAL MOVIE WITH THE WYMANS 
The Wymans will take the kids (ages 5 and up) to the movie ”Ferdinandʺ 
on Sunday, December 17th.   We don’t have the time yet but will keep you post-
ed.  Please sign up in the narthex.  Children should be dropped off and picked up 
at the theater.  If your child wants a snack, please send money for that.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Sherry at 218-556-0057.  Link to Bemidji CEC 
Theater: h�p://cectheatres.com/   The movie is based on the childhood book 
“Ferdinand the Bull” wri�en in 1938.  After Ferdinand, a bull with a big heart, is mis-

taken for a dangerous beast, he is captured and torn from his home. Determined to return 

to his family, he rallies a misfit team on the ultimate adventure. 
 
GIFTS FOR JESUS 
Since Christmas is the celebration of our Lord’s birth, we have compiled a list of 
gifts that could be given to help carry out His work here at St. Mark’s. Please 
wrap the gift and place it under the tree in front of church. The gifts will be 
opened after the Christmas Day service by the children who are in a�endance. If 
you are able to give one or more of the gifts listed, we ask that you mark the post-
ed master list on the bulletin board in the narthex to avoid duplication of gifts. If 
you have any questions, please talk to Nathan Bi�er.  
 
MEDITATIONS AND FORWARD IN CHRIST MAGAZINES 
We are collecting your used Meditations and Forward in Christ magazines. These 
are given to WELS prison ministry and sent to inmates all over the country. Only 
these two devotional materials are accepted. Please place them in the top drawer 
next to the church mailboxes.  See Judy Krenz if you have any questions.  
 
CALLING MUSICIANS! 
All musicians are invited to prepare a piece of Christmas music to play for pre-
service on Christmas Eve. We would especially like to encourage the children to 
participate in this opportunity before the Children’s Service on Christmas Eve 
morning. Please indicate your intent on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. If you 
have questions or would like help finding music, please see Kyle or Erin Riess. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Dec 10 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Advent 2) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 3:00 p.m. Caroling (meet at church) 
Dec 11 (Mon)… 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Dec 12 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 10:00 a.m. Home School Group 
Dec 13 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 5:45 p.m. Potluck (soup and sandwich) 
 7:00 p.m. Midweek Advent Worship 
Dec 14 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 6:00 p.m. All boards and commi�ees meet (w/Bible study) 
 7:45 p.m. Church council 
Dec 15 (Fri)… 7:00 p.m. Ladies Guild Christmas Party 
Dec 16 (Sat)… 9:00-11:30 a.m.  Children’s Christmas practice 
 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
Dec 17 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Advent 3) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School   
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 TBD Movie with the Wymans 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Teacher Joy Holderbecker (715) 308-5067 joy@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  
(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


