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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

In Romans with Luther: Freedom 
500 years ago in 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 theses on a church door in Wi�en-

berg, Germany starting what was later known as the Lutheran Reformation. Martin 

Luther rediscovered the truth of God’s Word that we are saved by grace alone, 

through faith alone, and the truth is found in Scripture alone. This summer we’re 

working through a sermon series on the book of Romans. This le�er was very dear 

to Luther because it explains the Christian faith so clearly. Each Sunday we’ll focus 

on one word about the Christian faith as we walk through the book of Romans. 

This Sunday we’re focusing on the word “freedom.” Today we’ll look at the 

wonderful good news of Christian freedom.  

 

Prayer Before Worship 
Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me in your gracious 

Word, and assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wandering thoughts, that 

with undivided a�ention I may hear your voice and sing your praise. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Service of Word and Sacrament 
The “Service of Word and Sacrament” is a version of the historic liturgy of the  

Christian Church.  If you would like to follow along with the music for this liturgy,  

it begins on page 26 in the front of the hymnal. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Speak, O Lord 

 Christian Worship Supplement 735 

 (printed on pages 14-15) 
 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation: (spoken)  And also with you.   

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)  

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with grat-

itude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 

for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 

hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: (sung)  Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care: 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 28) 

C: (sung)  O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  Al-

mighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love.  You take 

away our sin; you comfort our spirit; you make us pure and holy in your 

sight.  You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.  O 

Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
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 O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us; you 

made your Father known; you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 

 You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!  O Lord, our Lord, how glori-

ous is your name in all the earth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow 

after us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every 

good and useful work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 21:1-6 (NIV2011) 

In Christian freedom David and his companions eat the consecrated bread. 

David went to Nob, to Ahimelek the priest. Ahimelek trembled when he 

met him, and asked, “Why are you alone? Why is no one with you?” 

2 David answered Ahimelek the priest, “The king sent me on a mission and 

said to me, ‘No one is to know anything about the mission I am sending you 

on.’ As for my men, I have told them to meet me at a certain place. 3 Now 

then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever 

you can find.” 

4 But the priest answered David, “I don’t have any ordinary bread on hand; 

however, there is some consecrated bread here—provided the men have 

kept themselves from women.” 
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5 David replied, “Indeed women have been kept from us, as usual when-

ever I set out. The men’s bodies are holy even on missions that are not holy. 

How much more so today!” 6 So the priest gave him the consecrated 

bread, since there was no bread there except the bread of the Presence that 

had been removed from before the LLMN and replaced by hot bread on the 

day it was taken away. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 103 

 Page 105 in the front of the hymnal 

 
SECOND LESSON Romans 14:5-9 (NIV2011) 

Since Christ has set us free, we live in freedom. 

5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another consid-

ers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own 

mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever 

eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever ab-

stains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God.7 For none of us lives for 

ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live 

for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, 

we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to 

life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.  

 
VERSE OF THE DAY Romans 15:4 cf. (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. Everything that was wri�en in the past was wri�en to teach us, so 

that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. Alleluia. 

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wri@en that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-

luia! 
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Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Ma@hew 12:1-14 (NIV2011) 

In Christian freedom the disciples ate grain on the Sabbath. 

At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath. His disci-

ples were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. 
2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are 

doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” 

3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his com-

panions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he and his com-

panions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but 

only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on Sab-

bath duty in the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? 6 I tell 

you that something greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known what 

these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have con-

demned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” 

9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man 

with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring charges 

against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” 

11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the 

Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valua-

ble is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sab-

bath.” 

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out 

and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees 

went out and plo�ed how they might kill Jesus. 

 

M: This is the gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus, My Great High Priest 

 Christian Worship 359 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Romans 14:5-9 

 Theme:  Freedom 

 

Please stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally bego@en of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  bego@en, not made, of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

  and became fully human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which 

we receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the 

earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the 

gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. 

Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s 

9 
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body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. 

Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and 

unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and 

our love for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our 

faith, lose courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and 

days are perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh 

confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the 

gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Pro-

tect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institu-

tions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mer-

cy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled 

homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kind-

ness. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 

overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 



The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He 

has given us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God in-

structs us to invite to the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word  

(1 Corinthians 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma?ers, at St. Mark’s we practice 

“Close Communion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church 

body to which it belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to 

know how to declare unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to 

share this precious gift of unity with you. 

�        �        � 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 

33 in the front of the hymnal. 

 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: (sung)  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we 

are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak.  Now have come 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 

of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of 

your glory.  You are my God, and I will exalt you.  I will give you thanks 

for you have become my salvation.  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  

The whole earth is full of your glory. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

 Christian Worship 310 

 

Please stand 
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THANK THE LORD (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 36) 

C: (sung)  Thank the Lord and sing his praise.  Tell ev’ryone what he has 

done.  Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.  He 

renews his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of 

thanksgiving.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 

of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 

his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 

live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  May the Grace of Christ Our Savior 

 Christian Worship 326 

 

�        �        � 

 

Following the final hymn the church bell will be rung concluding our worship hour. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  65 Late:  102 Total:  167 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $3,557 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $195,256 

 Budget year to date $190,144 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organist:  Joy Holderbecker 

Greeters:  Bre� & Sherry W., Al & Cate B., Brenda W. 

Ushers:  D. Kranich, L. Baumann, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart,  

 M. Webb, D. Merseth 

Church cleaning for 10/7: Kuehn (Group Leader), Nelson, Augustine, Jason  
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Watch for a sign-up sheet for those wishing to carpool. 

All are welcome to a�end! 
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 Announcements 
 

GOLF OUTING TODAY 

There will be a golf outing today, October 1, at 2pm at Greenwood Golf 

Course.  We will play 9 holes of Best Ball Scramble.  

 

LUTHER MOVIE 

The showing of the new Martin Luther movie at the Bemidji theater has been re-

scheduled to Monday, October 23 at 6:30 p.m. Mark your calendars! 

 

MARTIN LUTHER PLAY 

The Sunday School children will be performing a play about Dr. Martin Luther 

on Reformation Sunday, November 5, after our potluck meal. The teachers will be 

assigning parts in the next few weeks. If your child is not able to be there on No-

vember 5 please let his/her teacher or Donna know by October 1 so we can assign 

parts accordingly.  Donna Schroeder / 218-209-0696 / dessumac@gmail.com 

 

RESILIENT MINISTRY 

Starting on October 2nd at 7:00 pm we will begin a new ministry at St. Markʹs, 

Resilient, a law-gospel ministry for recovery. The goal is that it be a group where 

people can find confidential support, help, and encouragement for a variety of 

life issues from fellow Christians and Godʹs Word. If you have any interest in be-

ing part of this group, please talk with pastor.  

 

INTERACTIVE FAITH 

The next Interactive Faith online Bible study will begin Wed., Oct. 4, and run eve-

ry Wednesday through Nov. 8. The study will stream live twice each Wednesday 

at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. (central). The online Bible studies are a great opportunity to 

get together as a group or to participate individually in a synod-wide Bible study. 

The upcoming study is titled “Luther’s Lasting Impact,” and will be led by Wis-

consin Lutheran Seminary Professor Joel O�o. To join the study, visit:  

wels.net/interactivefaith 
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LWMS RALLY 

Everyone is invited to a�end the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society fall rally on 

Saturday! See page 17 for details. 

 

SCHOOL NEEDS 

Deja Quint is looking to do some cross stitch work with the older students.  She is 

looking for donations of pa�erns, cloth, thread and needles.  If you have these items 

or questions about the needs, please see Deja Quint.  

 

NEW MESSAGE SERIES 

Starting next Sunday we’ll begin a new worship series looking at the “Words of the 

Reformation.”  October 8   - Gracious October 15 - Repentance 

 October 22 - Fruits of Faith October 29 - Rejoice 

 

BOXTOPS 

Boxtops will be submi�ed at the end of the month. Please bring your Box-

tops in by October 15 and drop them off in the labeled drawers in the cab-

inet in the fellowship hall.  We also collect Our Family UPC labels and empty printer 

ink cartridges. This is a great way to support our Christian day school! 

 

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The  school is always looking to use volunteers.  Three immediate 

needs that we are trying to fill with volunteers are: 
 

Supervising playtime of kindergartners - This would be from 10:30-11:30, basically 

doing one planned activity with them and then observing their play time (reminding 

them to be quiet and to give them an adult to interact with). 
 

Supervising lunch and noon recess - If you can do it once a week, once a month, or 

just once a year, the teachers greatly appreciate it. 
 

Proctor for standardized testing - The 3rd-8th grade will soon be starting their 

standardized testing.  If someone is able to supervise students as they take their 

online tests, Mr. Bi�er would be able to keep teaching the remaining students during 

their test times.  Once testing starts there will be 3 one hour testing segments each 

day for 3 days. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Oct 1 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Pentecost 17) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 2:00 p.m. Golf Outing at Greenwood 
Oct 2 (Mon)…  NO SCHOOL 
 7:00 p.m. Resilient Ministry 
Oct 3 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 10:00 a.m. Home School Group 
 6:00 p.m. Choir 
Oct 4 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
Oct 5 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 6:00 p.m. All board and commi�ee meetings 
 7:45 p.m. Council meeting 
Oct 7 (Sat)… 9:30-2:30 LWMS fall circuit rally in West Fargo 
 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
Oct 8 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 18) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 
*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


