
 

September 17, 2017 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 



2 

Pastor Aaron Ni� 
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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 

 

Stewardship Sunday 
A friend pulls into your driveway and you go out to meet him. He hands you a 

very nice and expensive gift and says, “I thought of you and really wanted you to 

have this gift.” How would you react? Would you chase him away and throw rocks 

at his car as he drove away? No way! Would you not be astonished? Would you 

not be filled with gratitude? Would you not do whatever you could to tell him 

thanks? God has given us the free gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus our Sav-

ior. Because of Jesus you will live in the eternal joys of heaven! How do we react? 

Don’t we want to react to that using all that God’s given us, all that we are and all 

that we have, our bodies, minds, and abilities to tell him, “Thanks!” Don’t we want 

to live our life to show our gratitude for what he’s done for us? Our stewardship of 

God’s gifts begins in our hearts and shows itself in our lives!   

 

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Prayer Before Worship 
Lord God, finally all things in the whole universe belong to you for you created 

all things.  Forgive me for trying to love you and money at the same time.  In your 

mercy set me free from sin and greed.  Remind me this morning that I have been 

set free and can serve you with all my heart.  In Jesus, my Savior, Amen.  

 
—————————————————————————————————————–———-- 

Divine Service I 
“Divine Service I” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church  

found in Christian Worship Supplement. 
—————————————————————————————————————–———-- 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

 Christian Worship 486 

 (please stand for verse 5) 

 

Please stand 

 

INVOCATION  

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:   (spoken)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness.  
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)  

 

ABSOLUTION  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken)  Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 

GLORY TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-

failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us 

in the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father 
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and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen. 

 

Be seated  

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 65 

   Page 89 in the front of the hymnal 

EPISTLE LESSON 2 Peter 1:3-11 (NIV2011) 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life 

through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and good-

ness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, 

so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having es-

caped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 

to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual 

affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproduc-

tive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not 

have them is nearsighted and blind, forge�ing that they have been cleansed 

from their past sins. 

10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your 

calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and 

you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Jeremiah 15:16 cf. (RSV) 
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M: Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alle-

luia. 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

C: 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 

the inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 

you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yield-

ed an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 

place to store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 

bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, 

“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 

and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be de-

manded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but 

is not rich toward God.” 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 



 

C: 

 

 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally bego9en of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 bego9en, not made, 

 of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

9 
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We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, Thy Dying Love 

 Christian Worship 488 

 

SERMON  

 Theme:  “Spiritual Wealth is Be�er than Money in the Bank” 

 Text: 1 Kings 3:5-12  (NIV2011) 
 

5 At Gibeon the LLMN appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, 

and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 

6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, 

my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright 

in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him 

a son to sit on his throne this very day. 

7 “Now, LLMN my God, you have made your servant king in place of my 

father David. But I am only a li�le child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great 

people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discern-

ing heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and 

wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?” 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to 

him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for your-

self, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in ad-

ministering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise 



and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor 

will there ever be.” 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand and sing:  

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (10:30 a.m.) 

  Noah and Jamie Bernier & daughter Amelia 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

11 
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give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from him.  Accordingly, He has given 

us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs us to invite to 

the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word (1 Cor. 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma?ers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close Com-

munion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to which it 

belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know how to declare 

unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this precious gift of unity 

with you. 

�        �        � 

 

PREFACE  

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (spoken)  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come togeth-

er in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again 

in glory.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-
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brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (spoken)  Amen.  

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 Christian Worship 309 

  Take and Eat 

 CW Supplement 741 (as printed) 
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Please stand 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi?is) 
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C: And his mercy endures forever.  

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy 

Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and in-

crease our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken)  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 

 Christian Worship 484 
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Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

“Divine Service I” from Christian Worship Supplement. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 

2002 Kermit Moldenhauer/Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLi-

cense.net #A-720004. 

“Take and Eat.” Text (refrain) and Tune: Michael Joncas © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Text (verses): James Quinn © James Quinn, S. J., Selah Publishing Co., Inc. North American agent. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Milo Holderbecker (with health concerns) 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  46 Late:  96 Total:  142 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $5,378 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $184,678 

 Budget year to date $179,900 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol�, Erin Riess 

Greeters:  John & Katrina S., Jan B., James & Rachel J. 

Ushers:  J. Jason, M. Schnackenberg, D. Schnackenberg, J. Konecne,   

TJ Holderbecker, B. Coulter 

Church cleaning for 9/23:  Peterson/Coulter/Shavlik/Ma�hees  

20 
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 Announcements 
 

THANK YOU! 

We thank Pastor Phil Spaude for sharing a message from God’s Word with us today! 

Pastor Phil Spaude accepted the call to the WELS Ministry of Christian Giving after 

serving 27 years in the parish ministry in Missouri, Nebraska and Wyoming and 

serving four years in the teaching ministry in our Lutheran high schools.  He has al-

so served in positions at the district and synod level including 20 years with the 

WELS Adult Discipleship Commission.  His ministry now includes the northern, 

metro and southeast portions of the Minnesota district, the Dakota-Montana and Pa-

cific Northwest districts.  He specializes in informing God’s people of WELS mission 

and ministry opportunities.  He teaches, preaches and helps people make current 

gifts that can help fund the work of our synod right now to spread the gospel of Je-

sus. Phil and his wife Sue live in Lakeville, MN and are members of Good Shepherd, 

Burnsville, MN. 

 

WELCOME! 

Please extend a warm welcome to Noah and Jamie Bernier and their daughter Ame-

lia as they join our church family today. Noah is transferring from Oak Park Luther-

an (ELS) and Jamie is joining by adult confirmation. Welcome to St. Mark’s! 

 

PARENTING WORKSHOPS 

Pastor will be offering a video-based parenting workshop series called ʺShepherding 

a Child ś Heart.ʺ It ś open to anyone, and child care will be provided. The parenting 

workshops will be offered the second Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. and 

begin this week, September 20. 

 

UPDATE YOUR PICTURE 

During the month of September, we are looking to update photos on the picture 

board in the narthex. Is your photo outdated? Do you have a new addition to your 

family? Do you have a photo on the board? Carol Kranich will be available during 

the Sundays in September, ready to take your photo! The member photo board is a 

great way for us to get to know our church family, and for our new members to get 

to know us. 

 



23 

BRIDAL SHOWER 

Joyful Hands for Jesus is sponsoring a bridal shower for Emily Francisco on Sunday, 

September 24, after the second service. All are welcome and a light lunch will be 

served. If you wish to donate towards a group gift, please see Belinda Baumann or 

Karla Boe. 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

It’s time for MEALS ON WHEELS!   The week of September 25th – 29th is St. Mark’s 

commitment to this worthwhile program. We have some great volunteers now 

available but there is always need for more. See sign up sheet or contact Gary or 

Pat / berget@paulbunyan.net / 759-1321.  

 

SCHOOL WEEKLY NOTE 

Anyone who would like to receive the school weekly note by email and has not yet 

received one this school year, please let Mr. Bi�er know that you would like to re-

ceive it.  The weekly note is also posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

 

FALL LWMS MISSION OFFERING 

An envelope was put in all mailboxes to be used for donating funds for the LWMS 

Mission Offering for fall circuit rally.  Please give your offering to Marjorie Gil-

dersleeve, Treasurer of our Ladies Guild, by September 17th, who will in turn de-

posit and write a check for the total offerings to Lucille Granger, the LWMS circuit 

treasurer.   The donations are distributed as follows:  1/3 to International LWMS or-

ganization and the balance is split evenly between a Home and World Mission, 

which is selected by our circuit each spring rally.  Your support to the LWMS organ-

ization is greatly appreciated.  If you would like more information, please contact 

either Marjorie Gildersleeve or Donna Schroeder, our guild LWMS representative.  

 

MARTIN LUTHER PLAY 

The Sunday School children will be performing a play about Dr. Martin Luther on 

Reformation Sunday, November 5, after our potluck meal. The teachers will be as-

signing parts in the next few weeks. If your child is not able to be there on Novem-

ber 5 please let his/her teacher or Donna Schroeder know by October 1 so we can as-

sign parts accordingly.  Donna Schroeder / 218-209-0696 / dessumac@gmail.com 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sept 17 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Pentecost 15) 
 9:15 a.m. Planned Giving Presentation & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
Sept 19 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
Sept 20 (Wed)… 4:00 p.m. Confirmation class 
 6:00 p.m. Parenting workshop 
Sept 21 (Thurs)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Sept 24 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 16) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 11:30 a.m. Bridal Shower for Emily Francisco 
 2:00 p.m. Golf Outing 

 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


