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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

In Romans with Luther: PRAYING 
500 years ago in 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 theses on a church door in Wi�enberg, 

Germany starting what was later known as the Lutheran Reformation. Martin Luther 

rediscovered the truth of God’s Word that we are saved by grace alone, through faith 

alone, and the truth is found in Scripture alone. This summer we’re working through 

a sermon series on the book of Romans. This le�er was very dear to Luther because it 

explains the Christian faith so clearly. Each Sunday we’ll focus on one word about 

the Christian faith as we walk through the book of Romans. This Sunday we’re fo-

cusing on the word “praying.” Perhaps we all know what praying is: talking with 

God. But in our weakness we often leave this wonderful privilege unused or un-

derutilized. Let’s review once again the amazing gift we have in prayer!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Heavenly Father, forgive my weakness in neglecting prayer. I know that you are 

my perfect Father in heaven and that means you want to hear from me what’s on 

my heart and mind. As I review today the wonderful gift of prayer, move me to be 

more zealous and diligent in my prayer life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Divine Service II 
“Divine Service II” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church found in 
Christian Worship Supplement.  This order is intended to be used when Holy Com-

munion is celebrated. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

   Christian Worship 255 

 

Please stand 

 

INVOCATION 1 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:   (spoken)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, ask-

ing him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

 For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

1  The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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ABSOLUTION 2 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 

God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 

word of Christ through his called servant:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of 

the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 3 Mark 10:47 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you 

all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who 

are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

2 “The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on 

earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners” [The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of 

the keys?]. See John 20:21-23. 

3 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest 

worship responses in the Christian church. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 4 Tune: KOMM, GOTT SCHÖPFER 
   (CW 177) 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 5 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do 

anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live ac-

cording to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  

 

FIRST LESSON   Genesis 18:22-33 (NIV2011) 

We learn boldness, humility, and persistence from Abraham’s example of prayer. 
 

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained 

standing before the LKLM. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will 

you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty 

righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the 

place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?25 Far be it from you to do 

4 Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue 

from sin. “Glory to God in the Highest” has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth 

century. See Luke 2:14. 
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such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous 

and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth 

do right?” 
26 The LKLM said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I 

will spare the whole place for their sake.” 
27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to 

speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the 

number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole 

city for lack of five people?” 

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 
29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 
30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if on-

ly thirty can be found there?” 

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 
31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 

what if only twenty can be found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 
32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once 

more. What if only ten can be found there?” 

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 
33 When the LKLM had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abra-

ham returned home. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 6  Psalm 18 

   Page 69 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:26-27 (NIV2011) 

The Holy Spirit helps us with our prayers. 

5 This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word 

section and the Sacrament section of the service. 
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26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 

what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 

wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the 

will of God.  

VERSE OF THE DAY Isaiah 55:11b cf. (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. My Word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I 

desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.  

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL  Ma<hew 7:7-11 (NIV2011) 

M: The Gospel according to Ma�hew chapter 7.  

C: (spoken)  Glory be to you, O Lord.  

 

If human parents know how to take care of their children, how much more our perfect Fa-
ther in heaven!  

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who 

seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if 

he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Fa-

ther in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (spoken)  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

6 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 7  What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

   Christian Worship 411 

 

SERMON  

 Text: Romans 8:26-27 

 Theme:  Prayer 

 

Please stand 

 

NICENE CREED 8 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, 

 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally bego<en of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 bego<en, not made, 

 of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

 and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian 9 and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING 10 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-
munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-
pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 
to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

7 The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to 

the day’s Gospel. 

9 



8  Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene 

Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.  

9 The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of 

all believers in heaven and on earth, of every time in history. 
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The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from him.  Accordingly, He 
has given us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God in-
structs us to invite to the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word  
(1 Cor. 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these maBers, at St. Mark’s we practice 
“Close Communion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church 
body to which it belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to 
know how to declare unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to 
share this precious gift of unity with you. 

 

�        �        � 

PREFACE 11 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (spoken)  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live un-



der him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, inno-

cence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 12  Isaiah 6:3; MaBhew 21:9 
   Tune: WEBB (CW 474) 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 13 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 

through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

 By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

 By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

 By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 

blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 

ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER MaBhew 6:9-13 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power,  and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

10 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to 

Him. 

11 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 14 MaBhew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:24,25 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 15  John 1:29  

 

Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION 16 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

   Christian Worship 310 

   (followed by 311 and so on as time permits) 

 

Please stand 

 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi�is) 17  Luke 2:29-32 

    Tune: KUORTANE (CW 388) 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that 



11 The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift 

the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences are among the oldest in the 

Christian liturgy. 

12 Sanctus means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in 

wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century.  

13 Jesus took bread and gave thanks [Ma�hew 26:26]. 

13 

you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift 

you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By 

your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will 

receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 18 Numbers 6:24-26 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken)  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

   Christian Worship 451 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  
brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

�        �        � 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

“Divine Service II” from Christian Worship Supplement. Words and Music © 2008 Northwestern Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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14 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the 

congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. The sign of the cross 

reminds us of Christʹs death. 

15 Jesus is God’s Lamb [Agnus Dei], who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all. 

16 The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with 

Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of 

faith. 

15 
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17 The Nunc DimiBis [“Now dismiss”] is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s 

Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and 

comfort through faith in the Savior. 

18 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord 

said, “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27]. 

17 



18 

WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first 

of many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� 

or one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as 

you’d like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Pat Berget (with health concerns—cancer) 

Befriend-a-Mission - Iglesia Luterana Cristo in Milwaukee 

Jillian Ricci (mission trip to Uganda) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early: 55 Late: 78 Total:  133 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 
and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $3,241 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $149,555 

 Budget year to date $149,168 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Erin Riess 

Greeters:  Bre� & Sherry W., Al & Cate B., Brenda W. 

Ushers:  J. Mathweg, R. Kuehn, L. Tasa, A. Tasa, B. Ma�ke, B. Boe 

Church cleaning for 8/12:  W. Newell*, L. Newell, Willison, Bengtson, Konecne  
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Announcements 
 

VOTERS MEETING—AUGUST 6—TODAY! 

The council has decided to reconvene the April Voters meeting on August 

6th after the late service.  (The April meeting was recessed.) Information has 

been gathered on large projects and weʹre hoping to solidify a clearer direction 

for the church to go forward. The  projects are: purchase of adjacent property, ex-

pansion of school classroom space, remodeling of sanctuary area (flooring, seat-

ing, etc), parking lot paving, and new playground. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS MEETING 

Next Sunday, August 13th, there will be a Sunday School teachers meeting after 

second service. 

 

KEVIN PETERSON’S ADDRESS (for the next 2-4 weeks) 

705 2nd St SW #62, Rochester, MN 55902  

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

Thank you to all who helped with our National Night Out event! What a great 

evening! 

 

HYMNAL PROJECT UPDATE 

Did you read the article “God’s love: Our song forever” in the July edition of For-

ward in Christ magazine? This was the first article in a nine-part series on hymns 

and their use in our churches. The WELS Hymnal Project wants your feedback as 

it works on finalizing which of the more than 700 hymns from Christian Worship 
and Christian Worship Supplement will be included in the new hymnal. Every 

month the WELS Hymnal Project will post a selection of hymns online, indicating 

which hymns are slated to be kept and which are slated to be cut. You can view 

the monthly list and, if you want, choose up to 10 hymns from the cut list that 

you would like to see kept in the new hymnal. To review this month’s list of 

hymns and take part in the process, visit welshymnal.com. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Aug 6 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Pentecost 9) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 11:45 a.m. Voters meeting  
Aug 8 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
Aug 9 (Wed)… 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Aug 13 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 10) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 11:45 a.m. Sunday School teachers meeting 
 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


