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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

In Romans With Luther: BATTLING 
500 years ago in 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 theses on a church door in Wi�enberg, 

Germany starting what was later known as the Lutheran Reformation. Martin Luther 

rediscovered the truth of God’s Word that we are saved by grace alone, through faith 

alone, and the truth is found in Scripture alone. This summer we’re working through 

a sermon series on the book of Romans. This le�er was very dear to Luther because it 

explains the Christian faith so clearly. Each Sunday we’ll focus on one word about the 

Christian faith as we walk through the book of Romans. This Sunday we’re focusing on 

the word “ba�ling.” As Christians we have a new man and an old Adam, a new self 

and an old self. These two selves ba�le each other every day. Only through God’s 

Word and Sacrament is our new self strengthened to overcome our old sinful self. We 

will focus on this ba�le this morning.  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Heavenly Father, I come before you this morning loaded with sins and guilt. Direct 

my eyes once again to Jesus my Savior. Assure me that in Him I’m fully and freely for-

given. Nourish me through your Word this morning that strengthened by You I may 

be renewed to fight the ba�le against sin. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

________________________________________________________ 

The Common Service 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church.  It became the 

service commonly used by English speaking Lutherans in America and appeared as “The Order of 

the Holy Communion” in The Lutheran Hymnal.  If you would like to follow along with the 

music for this liturgy, it begins on page 15 in the front of the hymnal. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 Christian Worship 339 
 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 1 

Congregation:   (sung)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

1  The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 2 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mer-

cy on us. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)  
(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 16) 

C: (sung)  Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men.  We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we 

give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’nly King, God 

the Father almighty.   

 O Lord, the only bego5en Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  You sit at the right 

hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  For you only are holy; you on-

ly are the Lord.   

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God 

the Father.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (sung)  And also with you. 

2 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest 

worship responses in the Christian church. 
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M: Let us pray. 

 O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love 

you. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, 

we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 39:2-12 (NIV2011) 

Joseph ba5led the temptation to sin when pursued by Potiphar’s wife. 

2 The LIJK was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house 

of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the LIJK was with him 

and that the LIJK gave him success in everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor 

in his eyes and became his a�endant. Potiphar put him in charge of his house-

hold, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From the time he 

put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LIJK blessed 

the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LIJK 

was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6 So Poti-

phar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not 

concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s 

wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 

8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not 

concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has en-

trusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has 
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withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then 

could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she 

spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be 

with her. 

11 One day he went into the house to a�end to his duties, and none of the 

household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, 

“Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the 

house. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 3 Psalm 145 

 Page 119 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 7:15-25a (NIV2011) 

The apostle Paul describes the ba5le between the old sinful self and the new self in every 

Christian. 

15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but 

what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law 

is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in 

me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful 

nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 

out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to 

do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no 

longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 

21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there 

with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another 

law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me 

a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to 

God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

3 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 8:15 cf. (RSV) 

M: Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and 

good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Ma5hew 26:31-35 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

The disciples faced the ba5le of leaving and abandoning Jesus when he was arrested.  

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account 

of me, for it is wri�en: 

“‘I will strike the shepherd, 

    and the sheep of the flock will be sca�ered.’ 

32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 

34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster 

crows, you will disown me three times.” 

35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown 

you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 4 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Fight the Good Fight 

 Christian Worship 457 

4 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  



SERMON 

 Text:  Romans 7:15-25a 

 Theme:  Ba�ling 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING 5 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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5 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to 

Him. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN  Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken 

 Christian Worship Supplement 726 

 (printed on pages 12-13) 
 

Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that 

comes from above.  Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely pro-

claimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve 

you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

 Christian Worship 474 



WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first 

of many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� 

or one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as 

you’d like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Befriend-a-Mission - Iglesia Luterana Cristo in Milwaukee 

Jillian Ricci (mission trip to Uganda) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Total:  137 (one service) 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $4,081 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $146,314 

 Budget year to date $144,046 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organist:  Jan Barckhol�, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  John & Katrina S., Jan B., James & Rachel J. 

Ushers:  T. Carroll, B. Wyman, N. Barckhol�, P. Jones,     

  T. Holderbecker, G. Berget, P. Ekhoff  

Church cleaning for 7/29:  Bi�er (Group Leader), Kranich, Wagner, Link 
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Announcements 
 

PASTOR ON VACATION 

Pastor and family will be gone 7/23-7/31 visiting family in Nebraska. If pastoral 

assistance is needed, please contact one of St. Markʹs elders or Pastor Seth Scheu-

erlein from St. Lukeʹs in Grand Rapids. He can be reached at 262-339-4995.  

 

ST.MARK’S COMMUNITY EVENT/NNO– JULY 23 PLANNING MEETING 

The next  Planning Commi�ee meeting for the 2017 St.Mark’s Community Event/

NNO Celebration is scheduled for Sunday, July 23 at noon.  This is our last key 

meeting to make final decisions/actions about the event. All Activity Leaders 

should a�end, plus anyone else who is involved in planning the event.  The Com-

munity Event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 1. Any questions, contact Ken 

Grob.  218-699-3040  

 

KEVIN PETERSON’S ADDRESS (for the next 4-6 weeks) 

705 2nd St SW #62, Rochester, MN 55902  

 

VOTERS MEETING—AUGUST 6 

The council has decided to reconvene the April Voters meeting on August 

6th after the late service.  (The April meeting was recessed.) Information has 

been gathered on large projects and weʹre hoping to solidify a clearer direction 

for the church to go forward. The  projects are:  

• purchase of adjacent property 

• expansion of school classroom space 

• remodeling of sanctuary area (flooring, seating, etc) 

• parking lot paving 

• new playground 

 

YOUTH GROUP TRIP 

There will be another WELS Youth Group trip to Wild Mountain on August 7. 

The cost is $31 a person plus food. If you are interested in a�ending, please talk to 

TJ or Joy and we will try to set something up.  
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YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER 

A few months ago some members of the youth group sold coupon books as a 

fundraiser. The company gave us 100 books at $10 each and we could sell them 

for $20, and return the books we did not sell. However, the company has charged 

us for all 100 and will not take back the other books, so we are looking to sell the 

rest. The book includes coupons to restaurants, auto shops, and stores around Be-

midji- with free items on every page. Since the coupons expire in January, we 

would be willing to sell them for $15 just so we can cover the price of all 100 

books. If you would like to see a sample or buy a book, please talk to Joy Holder-

becker or email her at jaholderbecker@gmail.com with any questions.  

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 23 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 7) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 12:00 p.m. NNO planning meeting 
July 24 (Mon)… 6:30 p.m. Softball vs. Covenant @ Covenant Church 
July 25 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
July 26 (Wed)… 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
July 30 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 8) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


