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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

In Romans With Luther: BURIED  
500 years ago in 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 theses on a church door in Wi�en-

berg, Germany starting what was later known as the Lutheran Reformation. Martin 

Luther rediscovered the truth of God’s Word that we are saved by grace alone, 

through faith alone, and the truth is found in Scripture alone. This summer we’re 

working through a sermon series on the book of Romans. This le�er was very dear 

to Luther because it explains the Christian faith so clearly. Each Sunday we’ll focus 

on one word about the Christian faith as we walk through the book of Romans. This 

Sunday we’re focusing on the word “buried.” What does it mean that we’ve been 

“buried” with Christ in baptism? We’ll take a look this morning!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: in the water of baptism you forgave my sin and deliv-

ered me from death and the devil. You raised me to a new life in Christ and clothed 

me with his merit. Help me rejoice in your washing of salvation and live before you 

in righteousness and purity forever. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism 
 

God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual 

encouragement.  This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use not 

only when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion to remind 

God’s people of Baptism’s continuing blessings. 

 

 

Please stand 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

M: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 

water and the Spirit.  

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  (John 3:5,6) 

 

M: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived 

us.  (Psalm 51:5) 

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

 

 

M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
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have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 

M: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present 

her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make 

holy. Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us 

through our earthly lives that we do not lose the things you have prepared 

for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 30:11-20 (NIV2011) 

11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or 

beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who 
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will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 
13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to 

get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is very near 

you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 

15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 
16 For I command you today to love the LJKL your God, to walk in obedience 

to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and 

increase, and the LJKL your God will bless you in the land you are entering to 

possess. 

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are 

drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you 

this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the 

land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 

19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so 

that you and your children may live 20 and that you may love the LJKL your 

God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LJKL is your life, and he 

will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 31 

 Page 77 in the front of the hymnal 

 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 6:1-11 (NIV2011) 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may in-

crease?  2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in 

it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with 

him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 



6 

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 

also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old 

self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away 

with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has 

died has been set free from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him.9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die 

again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to 

sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Galatians 4:6 (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia.  Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 

our hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!” Alleluia.   

 

Please stand  

 

GOSPEL Ma=hew 5:13-16 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 

be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 

out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hid-
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den.15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 

put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:   

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM FOR OUR DAILY LIFE 

From Luther’s Small Catechism, Baptism: Part Four 

M: What does baptizing with water mean? 

C: Baptism means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily con-

trition and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to 

death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before 

God in righteousness and purity forever. 

M: Where is this wri�en? 

C: St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, ʺWe were buried with Christ through 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.ʺ 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 Christian Worship Supplement 737 

 (printed on pages 12-13) 

 

SERMON 
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 Text:  Romans 6:1-11 

 Theme:  Buried 

 Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

RITE FOR FAREWELL TO MINISTERIAL CANDIDATE JESSICA GEHRKE  



 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN  Take My Life and Let It Be 

 Christian Worship 469 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened 

and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ever-

lasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

9 
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M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  May the Mind of Christ My Savior 

 Christian Worship 467 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first 

of many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� 

or one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as 

you’d like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Befriend-a-Mission - Iglesia Luterana Cristo in Milwaukee 

Jillian Ricci (mission trip to Uganda) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  64 Late:  101   Total:  165 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $4,994 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $136,903 

 Budget year to date $133,172 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organist:  Jan Barckhol�, Erin Riess 

Greeters:  Nathaniel & Rachelle B., James & Sheri E., Jim & Marjorie G. 

Ushers:  T. Carroll, B. Wyman, N. Barckhol�, P. Jones,     

  T. Holderbecker, G. Berget, P. Ekhoff  

Church cleaning for 7/15:  Ekhoff (Group Leader)/Vandermeer/Pfeiffer  
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Announcements 
 

NEXT SUNDAY: ONE SERVICE AT 9AM 

On July 16th St. Mark’s will have an outdoor service (one service at 9AM) and a picnic 

lunch after the service. St. Mark’s will provide the chicken, potato salad, and a bever-

age. We are asking members to bring a side dish or dessert for the meal after the ser-

vice. Thank you, The Stewardship Board 
 

ST.MARK’S COMMUNITY EVENT/NNO– JULY 9 PLANNING MEETING 

There will be a Planning Commi�ee meeting for the 2017 St. Mark’s Community 

Event/National Night Out Celebration today, Sunday, July 9 at noon.  This is an im-

portant meeting to make many decisions about the event. All Activity Leaders 

should a�end, plus anyone else who is involved in planning the event.  The Commu-

nity Event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 1. Any questions, contact Ken Grob.  218

-699-3040 
 

SCRIP ORDERS 

There will not be a SCRIP order sent for this week, July 10th, since Marjorie Gil-

dersleeve will be out of town. Orders can be submi�ed to her thru her 

email,  gmgilder@paulbunyan.net and will be forwarded for fulfillment on July 17th. 

(To be sure that your order is submi�ed timely, orders should be to Marjorie by Sun-

day evening. Scrip orders have to be submi�ed to Great Plains on Monday morn-

ings.) We have on hand both $25 and $100 gift cards for Walmart as well as $25 gift 

cards for Walgreens and Menards. Thank you to those that have taken advantage of 

this program and we encourage others to participate to help fund special projects for 

the school. If you have questions about the program, please direct them to Marjorie, 

Nathan Bi�er or Joy Holderbecker.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are still looking for people to supervise children during the summer Bible Study 

hour on Sunday mornings.  There is a signup sheet in the narthex if you would like 

to sign up for a specific Sunday.  Please contact Katrina Stewart at 

krschnac@gmail.com or 218.368.9554 if you have questions. 
 

KEVIN PETERSON’S ADDRESS (for the next 6-8 weeks) 

705 2nd St SW #62, Rochester, MN 55902  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 9 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 5) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 12:00 p.m. NNO planning meeting 
July 10-14 (M-F)… 6-8 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
July 10 (Mon)… 6:30 p.m. Softball vs. First Assembly @ E-Free Church 
July 11 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
July 12 (Wed)… 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
July 13 (Thurs)… 5:00 p.m. Our Promise at Your Baptism @ Lueken’s North Deli 
July 15 (Sat)… 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
July 16 (Sun)… 9:00 a.m. OUTDOOR WORSHIP (VBS Sunday) 
 10:00 a.m. Church picnic (please bring a side or dessert) 

 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


