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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

In Romans With Luther: RECONCILIATION  
500 years ago in 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 theses on a church door in Wi�en-

berg, Germany starting what was later known as the Lutheran Reformation. Martin 

Luther rediscovered the truth of God’s Word that we are saved by grace alone, 

through faith alone, and the truth is found in Scripture alone. This summer we’re 

working through a sermon series on the book of Romans. This le�er was very dear 

to Luther because it explains the Christian faith so clearly. Each Sunday we’ll focus 

on one word about the Christian faith as we walk through the book of Romans. This 

Sunday we’re focusing on the word “reconciliation.” What does that word mean? 

How is it that we’re reconciled with God? We’ll find out this morning!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 

Heavenly Father, while I was your enemy by nature and lost in my sins, you sent 

your one and only Son into this world to live, die, and rise for me! Through Him I 

know that I’ve been reconciled to you. Direct my a�ention this morning to your 

Word that I might live with an even greater appreciation for your love in reconcil-

ing me to you. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Service of Word and Sacrament 
The “Service of Word and Sacrament” is a version of the historic liturgy of the  

Christian Church.  If you would like to follow along with the music for this liturgy,  

it begins on page 26 in the front of the hymnal. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus 

 Christian Worship 351 
 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation: (spoken)  And also with you.   

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 1 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with grat-

itude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 

for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 

hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: (sung)  Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care: 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 28) 

C: (sung)  O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.  Al-

mighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love.  You take 

away our sin; you comfort our spirit; you make us pure and holy in your 

1 Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest 

worship responses in the Christian church. 
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sight.  You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.  O 

Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

 O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father, you came to live with us; you 

made your Father known; you washed us from our sins in your own blood. 

 You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!  O Lord, our Lord, how glori-

ous is your name in all the earth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 

gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your command-

ments in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 51:1-13 (NIV2011) 

In this Psalm David confesses his sinfulness and turns to the Lord for His reconciliation. 

 

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan 

came to him after David had commi9ed adultery with Bathsheba. 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

    blot out my transgressions. 
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2 Wash away all my iniquity 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are right in your verdict 

    and justified when you judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 

    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins 

    and blot out all my iniquity. 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence 

    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

    so that sinners will turn back to you. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 2 Psalm 100 

 Page 104 in the front of the hymnal 

2 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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SECOND LESSON Romans 5:6-11 (NIV2011) 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us reconciling us to God.  

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 

for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though 

for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demon-

strates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we 

be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s ene-

mies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 

more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only 

is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY II Corinthians 5:19 cf. (RSV) 

M: Alleluia. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting 

to us the message of reconciliation. Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wri9en that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-

luia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Ma9hew 18:10-14 (NIV2011) 

Here Jesus illustrates the intense desire that God has to be reconciled with lost sinners.  

10 “See that you do not despise one of these li�le ones. For I tell you that 

their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.[11]  

12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them 

wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look 

for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is hap-
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pier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander 

off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these 

li�le ones should perish.” 

 

M: This is the gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven 

 Christian Worship 388 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Romans 5:6-11 

 Theme:  Reconciliation 

 

Please stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 3 

The following is a summary of what the Lord reveals to us in His Word regarding the 

Church and the State.  It’s from the eighth article of our church body’s brief confession of 

faith, called “This We Believe.” 

M: We believe that not only the church, but also the state, that is, all govern-

mental authority, has been instituted by God.  “The authorities that exist 

have been established by God.” (Romans 13:1)   

C: Christians will, therefore, for conscience’ sake, be obedient to the govern-

ment that rules over them (Romans 13:5) unless the government commands 

them to disobey God. (Acts 5:29) 

3 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  



M: We believe that God has given to each, the church and the state, responsibili-

ties that do not conflict with one another.  To the church the Lord has as-

signed the responsibility of proclaiming forgiveness through the cross of 

Christ, of encouraging believers in their Christian living.  The purpose is to 

lead the elect of God through faith in Christ to eternal salvation. 

C: To the state the Lord has assigned the keeping of good order and peace, 

the arranging of all civil ma9ers among men.  The purpose is “that we may 

live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

M: We believe that the only means that God has given to the Church to carry out 

its assigned purpose is His revealed Word, the Holy Scripture.  Only by 

preaching the law and Gospel will people be converted and made wise to 

salvation. 

C: We believe that the means given to the state to fulfill its assignment are 

civil law and force, set up and used according to the light of reason.  The 

light of reason includes the natural knowledge of God, the inscribed law, 

and conscience. 

M: We believe that the proper relation is preserved between the Church and the 

state and the welfare of all is properly served only when each remains within 

its divinely assigned sphere and uses its divinely entrusted means.   

C: The church is not to exercise civil authority nor to interfere with the state 

as the state carries out its responsibilities.  The state is not to become a 

messenger of the gospel nor to interfere with the church in its preaching 

mission.   

M: The church is not to a�empt to use the civil law and force in leading people 

to Christ.  The state is not to seek to govern by means of the Gospel.  On the 

other hand, the church and the state may participate in one and the same en-

deavor as long as each remains within its assigned place and uses its entrust-

ed means. 

C: We reject any a9empt on the part of the state to restrict the free exercise of 

religion.  We reject any views that look to the church to guide and influ-

ence the state directly in the conduct of its affairs. 

9 
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M: We reject any a�empt on the part of the church to seek the financial assis-

tance of the state in carrying out its saving purpose.  We reject any views 

that hold that a citizen is free to disobey such laws of the state with which he 

disagrees on the basis of personal judgment. 

C: This is what Scripture teaches about the church and the state.  This we be-

lieve, teach and confess. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING 4 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

RITE OF NEW MEMBERSHIP 

John & Jill Kirk (Delenna, John, Tristan) (transfer from Grace in Sioux City, IA) 
 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR THE NATION 

M: Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a 

gift from your gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appre-

ciation for our nation and its people. 

C: We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you 

without fear. 

4 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to 

Him. 



M: You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of 

forest and mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science. 

C: For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

M: Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Ena-

ble our leaders to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Pro-

tect those who serve in the armed forces and those who maintain peace and 

safety in our communities. 

C: Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the com-

mon good. 

M: Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our 

fields that they may produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities 

of nature and accident, and spare our land from the ravages of disease and 

epidemic. 

C: Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

M: Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives 

to love each other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume 

responsibility, and children to show respect. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 

C: Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He 

has given us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs 

us to invite to the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word  

(1 Corinthians 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma@ers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close 

Communion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to 

which it belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know 

how to declare unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this 

precious gift of unity with you. 

 

�        �        � 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 33 

in the front of the hymnal. 

 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: (sung)  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing.  He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are 

his children and to strengthen us when we are weak.   
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 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 

the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 

praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole earth is full of your 

glory.  You are my God, and I will exalt you.  I will give you thanks for you 

have become my salvation.  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.  The whole 

earth is full of your glory. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mer-

cy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN Take and Eat (CWS 741) 

 

 

SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

 Christian Worship 313 

 (Followed by 314 and so on as time permits) 
 

Please stand 

 

THANK THE LORD (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 36) 

C: (sung)  Thank the Lord and sing his praise.  Tell ev’ryone what he has done.  

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.  He renews his 

promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Al-

leluia!  Alleluia! 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 

of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 

his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live 

a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN  God Bless Our Native Land 

 Christian Worship 619 

 

�        �        � 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of Word and Sacrament. Contributors: Eggert / Moldenhauer / Schack.  © 1993 

Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

“Take and Eat.” Text (refrain): Michael Joncas © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. Text (verses): James Quinn, SJ, © 

1989 James Quinn, SJ, Published by OCP. Tune: Michael Joncas © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or one 

of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d like.   
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

Befriend-a-Mission - Iglesia Luterana Cristo in Milwaukee 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  59 Late:  86   Total:  145 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $3,554 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $130,187 

 Budget year to date $128,050 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organist:  Joy Holderbecker 

Greeters:  Bob & Karla B., Gary & Pat B., Lucille G.  

Ushers:  T. Carroll, B. Wyman, N. Barckhol�, P. Jones,     

  T. Holderbecker, G. Berget, P. Ekhoff  

Church cleaning for 7/8:  Ekhoff (Group Leader)/Vandermeer/Pfeiffer  

17 
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Announcements 
 

ST.MARK’S COMMUNITY EVENT/NNO CELEBRATION – JULY 9 PLANNING 

MEETING 

The next  Planning Commi�ee meeting for the 2017 St. Mark’s Community Event/

National Night Out (NNO) Celebration is scheduled for Sunday, July 9 at 

noon.  This is an important meeting to make many decisions about the event. All 

Activity Leaders should a�end, plus anyone else who is involved in planning the 

event.  The Community Event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 1. Any ques-

tions, contact Ken Grob.  218-699-3040 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

Its that time again – Meals on Wheels!  Join us to deliver meals for the week of 

July 10th thru  July 14th.  We appreciate all who can donate time and effort to a 

worthwhile program. Questions? See Gary or Pat Berget – 759.1321 or  

berget@paulbunyan.net. 

 

SCRIP ORDERS 

There will not be a SCRIP order sent for the next two weeks, July 3rd and 10th, 

since there is a holiday during the first week and Marjorie Gildersleeve will be 

out of town the following weekend.  Orders can be submi�ed to her thru her 

email, gmgilder@paulbunyan.net and will be forwarded for fulfillment on July 

17th.  (To be sure that your order is submi�ed timely, orders should be to Marjorie 

by Sunday evening.  Scrip orders have to be submi�ed to Great Plains on Mon-

day mornings.)  Thank you to those that have taken advantage of this program 

and we encourage others to participate to help fund special projects for the 

school.  If you have questions about the program, please direct them to Marjo-

rie,  Nathan Bi�er or Joy Holderbecker.  

 

WOMEN’S SHELTER 

Joyful Hands for Jesus is collecting travel size personal items for the ba�ered 

women’s shelter. There is a collection basket on the counter in the narthex which 

includes a wish list of items. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are currently looking for people to supervise children during the summer Bi-

ble Study hour on Sunday mornings.  There is a signup sheet in the narthex if you 

would like to sign up for a specific Sunday.  Please contact Katrina Stewart at 

krschnac@gmail.com or 218.368.9554 if you have questions. 

 

ONE SERVICE JULY 16 

To conclude our week of VBS, we will have one outdoor worship service at 9:00 

a.m. on Sunday, July 16.  The church picnic will follow at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

WHAT:   VBS 

WHO:   3 year olds – 5th grade 

WHERE: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

   2220 Anne Street Bemidji, MN 

WHEN:  July 10-14, 2017 

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 2 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Pentecost 4) 
 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
July 3 (Mon)…  (No Softball) 
July 4 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
July 5 (Wed)… 10:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
July 6 (Thurs)…  6:00 p.m. All Board and Commi�ee meetings 
 7:30 p.m. Council meeting 
July 9 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 5) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 12:00 p.m. NNO planning meeting 
 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


