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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

In Romans With Luther: RIGHTEOUSNESS 
500 years ago in 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 theses on a church door in Wi�en-

berg, Germany starting what was later known as the Lutheran Reformation. Martin 

Luther rediscovered the truth of God’s Word that we are saved by grace alone, 

through faith alone, and the truth is found in Scripture alone. This summer we’re 

working through a sermon series on the book of Romans. This le�er was very dear 

to Luther because it explains the Christian faith so clearly. Each Sunday we’ll focus 

on one word about the Christian faith as we walk through the book of Romans. This 

Sunday we’re focusing on the word “righteousness.” What does that word mean? 

How is it that we’re credited with righteousness? We’ll find out this morning!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 

Heavenly Father, when I look at my life all I see are failures and sins that I can’t even 

count. If I were left to be judged by my works, I would be hopelessly lost. But what 

grace you have for me that you would send your Son, Jesus, to be righteousness and live 

righteously for me! Thank you for crediting to me the righteousness of your Son! Move 

me by your grace to worship you whole-heartedly this morning and throughout my life. 

Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 



3 

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Service of the Word 
This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses on the proclamation of  

God’s Word.  Believers respond to this divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

If you would like to follow along with the music for this liturgy,  

it begins on page 38 in the front of the hymnal. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

OPENING HYMN To God Be the Glory 

 Christian Worship 399 

 

Please stand 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 

and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 

mercy. 
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C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M:  God, our Heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  

You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to 

his will.  

C:  Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

OH, TASTE AND SEE  (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 39) 

C: (sung)  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  Blessed are they who take 

refuge in him.  Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  

Your faithfulness continues forever.  Oh, taste and see that the Lord is 

good.  Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away every-

thing that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 15:1-6 (NIV2011) 

Through faith God credited Jesus’ righteousness to Abram. 

After this, the word of the LIJK came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 

    I am your shield,  

    your very great reward.” 

2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LIJK, what can you give me since I remain 

childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my 

household will be my heir.” 

4 Then the word of the LIJK came to him: “This man will not be your heir, 

but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him 

outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can 

count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

6 Abram believed the LIJK, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119c 

 Page 111 in the front of the hymnal 

 

SECOND LESSON Romans 4:18-25 (NIV2011) 

Through faith God credits Jesus’ righteousness to us.  

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 

many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good 

as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb 

was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the prom-

ise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being 
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fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is 

why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited 

to him” were wri�en not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will 

credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 

from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised 

to life for our justification.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Psalm 132:9 (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may your saints 

sing for joy. Alleluia. 

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are wri>en that we may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-

luia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL Ma>hew 5:17-20 (NIV2011) 

Jesus came not to abolish the law, but to fulfill it perfectly for us.  

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until 

heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest le�er, not the least stroke of a 

pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accom-

plished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these com-

mands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven.20 For I tell you that unless your righteous-

ness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will cer-

tainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 

  Christian Worship 376 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Romans 4:18-25 

 Theme:  Righteousness 

 

Please stand 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that 

you give us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect 

us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 

place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 

and love. 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: 

sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over 

those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever 

perils may threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are dis-

tressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep 

our government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of 



good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, 

security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may 

there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is pov-

erty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and re-

store. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask 

you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and 

skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleas-

ing in your sight.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

 Christian Worship 372 

 

Please stand 
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people.  Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN In Christ Alone 

 Christian Worship Supplement 752 

 (printed on pages 12-13) 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of the Word. Text and tune: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

“In Christ Alone.” Text and tune: Keith Ge�y and Stuart Townend © 2002 Thankyou Music; ad-

min, EMI CMG Publishing. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

under CCLI #11251928. 



WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  52 Late:  66   Total:  118 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $4,674 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $126,633 

 Budget year to date $122,928 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Julie Bengtson, Erin Riess 

Greeters:  Dean & Terri B., Doug & Carol K.  

Ushers:  D. Kranich, L. Baumann, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart,  

M. Webb, D. Merseth 

Church cleaning for 7/1:  L. Tasa (Group Leader), A. Tasa, Solheim, Granger, T. Mack  
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Announcements 
 

HELP NEEDED TODAY 

We have received a Thrivent Action Grant for the door hangers and flyers that 

will be distributed on Tuesday by the youth groups from St. Mark’s and the 

WELS congregation in Delano, MN. We are in need of volunteers to stuff the door 

hanger bags after second service today. A light lunch will be provided for volun-

teers with the Thrivent money. 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

The Congregation is invited to an open house to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

Douglas & Carol Kranich.  It will be on Saturday, July 1st from 2-5 at 173 Quiet 

Majestic Lane NW.  

 

ST.MARK’S COMMUNITY EVENT/NNO CELEBRATION – JULY 9 PLANNING 

MEETING 

The next  Planning Commi�ee meeting for the 2017 St. Mark’s Community Event/

National Night Out (NNO) Celebration is scheduled for Sunday, July 9 at 

noon.  This is an important meeting to make many decisions about the event. All 

Activity Leaders should a�end, plus anyone else who is involved in planning the 

event.  The Community Event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 1. Any ques-

tions, contact Ken Grob.  218-699-3040 

 

DIVINE CALL 

Pastor Ni� has received a divine call to serve St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Bro-

ken Bow, NE. He would appreciate your thoughts and prayers as he considers 

where he can best serve the Lord at this time. 
 

WOMEN’S SHELTER 

Joyful Hands for Jesus is collecting travel size personal items for the ba�ered 

women’s shelter. There is a collection basket on the counter in the narthex which 

includes a wish list of items. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are currently looking for people to supervise children during the summer Bi-

ble Study hour on Sunday mornings.  There is a signup sheet in the narthex if you 

would like to sign up for a specific Sunday.  Please contact Katrina Stewart at 

krschnac@gmail.com or 218.368.9554 if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT:   VBS 

WHO:   3 year olds – 5th grade 

WHERE: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

   2220 Anne Street Bemidji, MN 

WHEN:  July 10-14, 2017 

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
June 25 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Pentecost 3) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 11:30 a.m. Stuffing door hanger bags for canvassing 
  with light lunch 
June 26 (Mon)… 6:30 p.m. Softball vs. Calvary #1 @ E-Free Church 
June 27 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 8:30 a.m. Delano & SMLC Youth Canvassing Event 
June 29 (Thurs)…  6:30 p.m. Jail Bible Study 
July 2 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Pentecost 4) 
 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


