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Pastor Aaron Ni� 

Principal Nathan Bi�er 

2220 Anne St NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 

(218) 444-3939 

www.stmarksbemidji.org 

Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Our Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – 

brings saving grace to all!  
We worship and adore the Holy Trinity not only because the Trinity is the one, 

true, and only God, but also because the Trinity is OUR God.  Needing nothing and 

needing no one, all three Persons of the one God have loved us from eternity to 

eternity and eagerly sought our salvation.  God revealed Himself to us as the Trini-

ty in Unity, not that we might rationally understand this doctrine, but rather that 

we might believe it and adore Him.  And most remarkably, that amazing God loves 

to bless us and watch over us!  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Lord, today I celebrate You, that You are Triune, the three-in-one God.  I know I 

can never understand this with my reason; lead me to humbly put my reason aside, 

and lead me simply to rejoice in Your gracious love.  Bless me, O God!  In Jesus’ 

name I pray. Amen.  

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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We Enter the Presence of Our Triune God 
 
ATHANASIAN CREED, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
(The Athanasian Creed was written in the 4th Century, to re-state clearly what the church had al-
ways believed; that God is three-in-one, or “Triune.”  False teachers had begun to teach that Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit were somehow inferior to the Father, that they weren’t really God.  The church 
knew it was necessary to state the truth clearly and thoroughly, and did so.  We use the Athanasian 
Creed on Trinity Sunday, the day we celebrate the truth that our God is really three, and really one, 
a mystery which goes far beyond our sinful human reason.  We do NOT try to understand it; we 
simply praise God for who He is and what He’s done for us.) 

 
All sing: Alleluia!  Let praises ring!       (CW 241) 
 To God the Father let us bring 
 Our songs of adoration. 
 To him through everlasting days  
 Be worship, honor, pow’r, and praise 
 Whose hand sustains creation.  
 Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy.  
 Spread the story Of our God, the Lord of glory. 
 

Please stand 
 

Minister: Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian 
faith.  Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish for-
ever.  Now this is the true Christian faith: 

Congregation: We worship one God in three persons and three persons in 
one God, without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being. 

M: For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct,  
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,  
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. 

C: What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. 

M: The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

C: The Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

M: The Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;  
yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal, 

C: just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite, 
but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite. 
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All sing: Alleluia!  Let praises ring! 
 Unto the Lamb of God we sing, 
 In whom we are elected. 
 He bought the Church with his own blood; 
 He cleansed her in that blessed flood 
 And as his bride selected. 
 Holy, Holy, Is our union And communion.  
 His befriending Gives us joy and peace unending. 

 

M:  Oh the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearcha-
ble His judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out!    

C:  We confess, O God, that we are sinful human beings.  Foolishly we’ve 
tried to use our own reason to try to discern Your majesty.  Arrogantly 
we’ve failed to bow before you.  Surely we deserve Your punishment 
now and in eternity.  Have mercy on us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!  

M:  Take heart, brothers and sisters, for you are the children of the heavenly Father!  In 
love the Father sent His Son, Jesus, to this earth.  Jesus lived, died, and rose in your 
place, paying for your sins.  The Holy Spirit has called you to faith, convincing you 
that what Jesus did for all, He did for you.  Your sins ARE forgiven!  You stand at 
one with the One True God!   

 
All sing: Alleluia!  Let praises ring! 
 Unto the Holy Ghost we sing 
 For our regeneration. 
 The saving faith in us he wrought 
 And us unto the Bridegroom brought, 
 Made us his chosen nation. 
 Glory!  Glory!  Joy eternal, Bliss supernal;  
 There is manna And an endless, glad hosanna. 

 

M:  In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is al-
mighty; yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty. 

C: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;  
yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 

M:  So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;  
yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
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C:  For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually 
to be God and Lord, so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of 
three Gods or three Lords. 

M:  The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone. 

C: The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father 
alone. 

M: The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten,  
but proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

C: So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one 
Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

M:  And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior, 

C: But all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that, in every way, as 
stated before, all three persons are to be worshipped as one God and 
one God worshipped as three persons. 

M: Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.   

 Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all 
creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ:  in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, 
we may ever worship You, one true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy 
Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever.   

C: (spoken)  Amen. 
 

All sing: Alleluia!  Let praises ring! 
 Unto our triune God we sing; 
 Blest be his name forever! 
 With angel hosts let us adore 
 And sing his praises more and more 
 For all his grace and favor. 
 Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy. 
 Spread the story Of our God the Lord of glory! 
 

Be seated 
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(8:00 a.m.) PSALM OF THE DAY 1 Psalm 150 
  Page 122 in the front of the hymnal 

 

(10:30 a.m.) ORDER OF BAPTISM 

  Otto Gene Newell (Infant son of Wes and Maggi Newell) 

(10:30 a.m.) HYMN RESPONSE See This Wonder in the Making 
  Christian Worship 300 

 

We Listen to Our Triune God 
   

FIRST LESSON 1 John 5:5-12 (NIV2011) 

This is the Spirit’s message: the Father has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  

5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God. 6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He 
did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testi-
fies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, 
the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 We accept human testi-
mony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he 
has given about his Son.  

10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does 
not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the 
testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY         Isaiah 6:3b (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory. 
Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are written that we may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alle-
luia! 

1 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 16:12-15 (NIV2011) 

God the Holy Spirit leads us to trust in God the Son as our Savior making us right with God the 
Father.  

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet 
to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he 
will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I 
said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
          Christian Worship 195 

 

SERMON 

 Theme:  “The Lord Puts His Name On You” 

 Text:  Numbers 6:22-27 (NIV2011) 

 

22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are 
to bless the Israelites. Say to them:  

24 “ ‘ “The LORD bless you and keep you;  
 25        the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;  
 26        the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” ’  

27 “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 

 

Please stand 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 2: THE ATHANASIAN CREED (2nd half) 
 

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe  
 that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 
 

Now this is the true Christian faith: 
 We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son,  
 is both God and man. 
 

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, 
born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with ra-
tional soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than 
the Father as to his humanity; 

 

and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one, 
 one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into 

God; 
 

one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; 
 for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, 
 so God and man are one Christ. 
 

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
ther almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their 
personal deeds. 

 Those who have done good will enter eternal life, 
 but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire. 
 

This is the true Christian faith.  Whoever does not faithfully and firmly be-
lieve this cannot be saved. 

 

Be seated 

 

 

 

2 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  



We Respond to Our Triune God with Thanks 
 

OFFERING 3 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this commu-
nity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to participate in the 
offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity to share God’s 
Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give 
us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 
place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 
and love. 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden ca-
tastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 
distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our gov-
ernment and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, 
may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where 

9 

3 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to 

Him. 
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there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to 
help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our minis-
tries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is 
pleasing in your sight.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN Come Now, Almighty King 
 Christian Worship 193 

 

Please stand 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 



BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.   
 Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (�) give you peace. 

C:  (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN Glory Be to God the Father 
 Christian Worship 239 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  
brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

�       Thank You!       � 
 

Thank you to soon-to-be Pastor Ben Schone. Ben is from New Ulm, MN and graduated 
from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in May.  He was assigned to serve Abiding Word Lu-
theran Church in Houston, TX. We thank him for serving us with the Word of God this 
morning and we wish God’s blessings on his new ministry! 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Service of the Word. Text and tune: © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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WHAT:  VBS 

WHO:  3 year olds – 5th grade 

WHERE: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

   2220 Anne Street Bemidji, MN 

WHEN: July 10-14, 2017 

   6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Register online @ 

StMarksBemidji.org 
12 



From www.wels.net 
 

Q:  Whatʹs the best way to explain the Triune God? I understand itʹs three sep-

arate entities in one unity, but just by what I said, am I saying it wrong? I want 

to make sure Iʹm correct before explaining it. 
 

A:  The Bible doesn’t use the terms that we use when talking about the Trinity in 

exactly the same way that we do. We learn from Scripture, however, that there is a 

certain respect in which God is absolutely, indivisibly one (Deuteronomy 4:35, 

Deuteronomy 6:4, 1 Corinthians 8:4, etc.), and that this one God is a self-aware ego 

who can speak and say “I.” We also find that the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit are not the same, that each of them is also a self-aware ego that can refer to 

himself as “I,” and that they relate to one another in certain ways (Isaiah 61:1, Mark 

1:9-11, etc.). In this respect, therefore, God is not one, but three. 

 

Over the centuries the Church has se�led on “essence” as the best term for the way 

in which God is one, and on “person” as the best term for the way in which God is 

three. That’s why we speak about three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit—but only one divine essence. 

 

We should be clear, however, that in choosing one term for God’s one-ness and an-

other for God’s three-ness, we really haven’t explained anything. Scripture’s teach-

ing of the Trinity remains an unsolvable logical paradox. 
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Worship Conference services streamed live 
 

The Festival Choir and Orchestra concert and closing service at the WELS  

National Conference on Worship, Music, and the Arts will be streamed live.  

The Festival Choir and Orchestra concert is Tuesday, June 13 at 8 p.m. (central)  

and the closing service is Friday, June 16 at 11:30 a.m. (central). 

h�ps://livestream.com/welslive 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  77 Late:  79   Total:  156 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $7,077 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $115,951 

 Budget year to date $112,684 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  Bre� & Sherry W., Al & Cate B., Brenda W. 

Ushers:  D. Kranich, L. Baumann, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart,  

M. Webb, D. Merseth 

Church cleaning for 6/17:  G. Schulze (Group Leader), Ekstrom, Krueger, Brummund 
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Announcements 
VACATION 

Pastor Ni� will be returning on Tuesday, June 13th. If immediate pastoral assis-

tance is needed, you can speak with any of St. Mark’s elders or Pastor Seth Scheu-

erlein from Grand Rapids at 262-339-4995.   
 

ST. MARK’S NNO CELEBRATION – PLANNING MEETING TODAY! 

The next  Planning Commi�ee meeting for the 2017 St. Mark’s Community Event/

NNO Celebration is scheduled for TODAY, Sunday, June 11 at noon.  This is a key 

meeting to make many decisions about the event. All Activity Leaders should a�end, 

plus anyone else who is involved in planning the event.  The Community Event is 

scheduled for Tuesday, August 1. Any questions, contact Ken Grob. 218-699-3040 
 

NO BULLETIN SUNDAY 

Next Sunday, June 18th, we will not have a bulletin (perhaps just an announce-

ment folder). That will give us an opportunity to use one of the orders of worship 

as is printed in the front of the hymnal. It will also allow our volunteer who pre-

pares the bulletin to a�end our WELS Worship Conference in Kenosha, WI. We 

will continue to regularly print out the worship folder, but on occasion we will 

have a “no bulletin” Sunday. 
 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES COMING  

“In Romans with Luther” - The Christian Faith, One Word at a Time 

  

WOMEN’S SHELTER 

Joyful Hands for Jesus is collecting travel size personal items for the ba�ered 

women’s shelter. There is a collection basket on the counter in the narthex which 

includes a wish list of items. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are currently searching for people to supervise children during the summer 

Bible Study hour on Sunday mornings.  Please contact Katrina Stewart at 

krschnac@gmail.com or 218.368.9554, if you are available to help a few weekends 

this summer.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
June 11 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Holy Trinity Sunday) 
 9:15 a.m. Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
 12 Noon NNO planning meeting 
June 12 (Mon)… 6:30 p.m. Softball vs. Calvary #2 @ E-Free Church 
June 13 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
June 17 (Sat)…  10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
June 18 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion (Pentecost 2/Father’s Day) 
 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


