
May 28, 2017 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

So we fix our eyes So we fix our eyes So we fix our eyes So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, not on what is seen, not on what is seen, not on what is seen, 
but on what is un-but on what is un-but on what is un-but on what is un-
seen,seen,seen,seen,    since what is since what is since what is since what is 
seen is temporary, seen is temporary, seen is temporary, seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is but what is unseen is but what is unseen is but what is unseen is 

eternal.eternal.eternal.eternal.    
2 Corinthians 4:18 
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Pastor Aaron Ni 

Principal Nathan Bi�er 

2220 Anne St NW, Bemidji, MN 56601 

(218) 444-3939 

www.stmarksbemidji.org 

Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Jesus Lives! So I can live with the eager expectation of 

eternal glory!  
What do you look forward to?  A summer vacation away from the grinding rou-

tine?  A day out on the lake or the golf course?  A time free from troubles or 

pain?  It helps us to look forward to different things in our lives.  But there is some-

thing more glorious to look forward to than the temporary and momentary things 

of life.  God encourages us to look past the passing and momentary things of life to 

future glory where we will be with Him forever.  God bids us to look with eager 

anticipation to what lays ahead of us.  What will our lives look like as we look for-

ward to the glory of heaven that because of Jesus is already ours?  
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Lord God, You alone rule all things and you do so for my good.  Forgive me for the 

times of impatience and complaining that I spend in my life.  Forgive me for Jesus’ 

sake!  This morning redirect my a�ention to Christ’s resurrection that assures me of 

my certain future glory with you forever.  In your grace keep that eager expectation 

of glory with you constantly in my sights.  Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_________________________________________________________ 

Morning Praise 
“Morning Praise” is based on the historic service called “Matins.”   

Joined to Christ, our risen Lord, we glorify God as we rise to the activities of this new day. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MORNING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 Christian Worship 171 
 

Please stand 

 

INVOCATION   

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:   (spoken)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 

C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 

M: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, 

C: We lie and do not live by the truth. 

M: If we claim to be without sin, 

C: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. (1 John 5:5-8) 

C:  Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called 

your child.  Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my 

guilt.  For his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of 

your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
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M:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness.  Upon this, your confession, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 

Be seated 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 (NIV2011) 

Our light and temporary troubles are nothing compared with the eternal glory for which 

we eagerly await.  
 

13 It is wri�en: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that 

same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore speak,14 because we know 

that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 

Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that 

the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to 

overflow to the glory of God. 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momen-

tary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is 

seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 8 

 Page 67 in the front of the hymnal 
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Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON John 17:1-11a (NIV2011) 

Jesus set His sight on the glory after suffering and since He died and rose that glory is ours.  

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 

you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal 

life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have 

brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And 

now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 

the world began. 
6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 

were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now 

they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 

them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with cer-

tainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for 

them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for 

they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has 

come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are 

still in the world, and I am coming to you.” 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE (Easter/Ascension) 

M: The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Death has been swallowed up 

in victory. Alleluia! 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 Christian Worship 411 
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SERMON: 

 Theme:  “Given to the Lord” 

 Text:  1 Samuel 1:21-28  (NIV2011) 

Hannah’s focus on things unseen and not on what is seen moved her to give her son to the 

Lord for His service.  

21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annu-

al sacrifice to the LMNO and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did not go. She said to 

her husband, “After the boy is weaned, I will take him and present him before 

the LMNO, and he will live there always.” 
23 “Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here 

until you have weaned him; only may the LMNO make good his word.” So the 

woman stayed at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 
24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought 

him to the house of the LMNO at Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been sacrificed, 

they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As 

surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to 

the LMNO. 27 I prayed for this child, and the LMNO has granted me what I asked 

of him. 28 So now I give him to the LMNO. For his whole life he will be given 

over to the LMNO.” And he worshiped the LMNO there. 

 

 

After the sermon, the congregation stands to sing: 
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INSERT GRAPHICS FOR “WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD” 

 

Be seated 

 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 
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The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

M:   Let us pray to God our heavenly Father who hears our prayers for the sake 

of his Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.    

 Heavenly Father, we come to you this day remembering with gratitude the 

service and sacrifice your Son offered that we might be your very own sons 

and daughters by faith in Jesus Christ.   Your love for the wayward and the 

wandering led you to offer up the one ultimate sacrifice on the tree of the 

cross that would atone for our sin and guilt.   Gratefully we offer our thanks 

and praise this day that in Jesus you have made us at one with you and giv-

en us pardon and peace in him.    

C:  To you, heavenly Father, we offer our heads, our hearts, our hands in 

thanks and praise.     

M:  Gracious Lord, Giver of all that is good, we come to you this day also re-

membering with gratitude and thanksgiving the sacrifices others have made 

that we might live in the freedoms we now enjoy.   We remember those who 

serve our nation in the military; those who have willingly offered their ser-

vice for the good of others; and those who have offered their lives to defend 

and protect our liberty.     

C: For these gracious gifts, O God, we gratefully offer our thanks and praise.   

M: Lord Jesus, you promise to send the Holy Spirit to serve as our Comforter, 

our Counselor.   Comfort the families of those who have lost loved ones in 

service to our nation.  Counsel those families who struggle with the chal-

lenges of being separated from loved ones serving far from home.   Bring 

help and comfort to soldiers of every stripe and rank who are tempted by 



fears and failings that easily lead to discouragement and despair.   Be their 

help and shield that they may be confirmed in Christ, comforted in time of 

trial, and encouraged to draw strength from the Savior who knows them, 

loves them, and works all things for their saving good.    

C: Dear Lord Jesus, we ask in mercy that you would hear our prayer. 

M: Holy Spirit, Giver and Defender of the faith, we offer our thanks to you this 

day that you have entrusted us with weapons to fight the warfare that is all 

around us.   Be with our nation and its people.  Protect us with the armor of 

God, that we be given strength to fight against Satan’s schemes that would 

undermine our faith.   Arm us with the Word of God.  Shield us with the 

righteousness of Christ.  Protect us by the salvation he has won for us, that 

our daily ba�les may make us ever more dependent on your power, not our 

own.    

C: Spirit of God, empower us to wield these weapons with courage.   

 Hear us as we bring to you our personal prayers and petitions. 

M: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through our Savior, Jesus Christ, who also taught us to pray …  

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR GRACE 

M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 

brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and 

grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; 

and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 

9 



10 

your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN I’m But a Stranger Here 

 Christian Worship 417 

 

Following the final hymn the bell will toll concluding our worship hour. 

Thanks for worshipping with us! 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: Morning Praise. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lutheran 

Hymnal, 1941, revised by Kermit Moldenhauer. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni or one 

of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d like.   
 

IN OUR PRAYERS     ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Janet Bier (with health concerns)    Early:   38 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns)    Late: 118 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer)   Total: 156 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $5,035 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $103,557 

 Budget year to date $102,440 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  John & Katrina S., Jan B., James & Rachel J. 

Ushers:  J. Jason, M. Schnackenberg, D. Schnackenberg, J. Konecne,  

TJ Holderbecker, Bob Coulter 

Church cleaning for 6/3: Make (Group Leader), Riess, Carroll, Krueth 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES! 

Silas Bi�er (St. Mark’s)  Lydia Bi�er (BHS) 

Ella Holderbecker (St. Mark’s) Daniel Schnackenberg (BHS) 

Noah Ricci (St. Mark’s)  Kiki Schnackenberg (Master’s from BSU) 



Announcements 
 

OPEN HOUSE 

Daniel Schnackenberg invites the members of St. Markʹs to his open house to cele-

brate his high school graduation.  The open house will be at his house (323 Jeffer-

son Ave SW) today from 1 p.m. till 4 p.m.  

 

GARAGE SALE 

On June 2 and 3, St. Mark’s will host a Free Garage Sale at church. We will be ac-

cepting donated items from the congregation—including the 40 Days of Lent 

items—which can be dropped off at church anytime this week. The Bemidji com-

munity, especially those in need, will be invited to come and take what they need 

free of charge. We are looking for volunteers to help at the event; please check 

out the sign up sheets in the narthex! 

 

WOMEN’S SHELTER 

Joyful Hands for Jesus is collecting travel size personal items for the ba�ered wom-

en’s shelter. There is a collection basket on the counter in the narthex which in-

cludes a wish list of items. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are currently searching for people to supervise children during the summer. 

Our Sunday school teachers would like an opportunity to a�end the adult Bible 

Study during the summer, so we are in need of new volunteers! Please contact 

Katrina Stewart at krschnac@gmail.com or 218.368.9554, if you are available to help 

a few weekends this summer.  

 

ST. MARK’S NNO CELEBRATION – JUNE 11 PLANNING MEETING 

The next  Planning Commi�ee meeting for the 2017 St. Mark’s Community Event/

NNO Celebration is scheduled for Sunday, June 11 at noon.  This is a key meeting 

to make many decisions about the event. All Activity Leaders should a�end, plus 

anyone else who is involved in planning the event.  The Community Event is 

scheduled for Tuesday, August 1. Any questions, contact Ken Grob. 218-699-3040 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 28 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship 
  (No Sunday School or Bible Class) 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
May 29 (Mon)… 6:30 p.m. Softball vs. Covenant @ Covenant Church 
May 30 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
May 31 (Wed)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
June 1 (Thurs)… 6:00 p.m. All Board and Commi�ee meetings 
 7:30 p.m. Council meeting 
June 2 (Fri)… 9 a.m.—4 p.m.   Free Garage Sale 
June 3 (Sat)… 9 a.m.—2 p.m.   Free Garage Sale 
June 4 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


