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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Jesus, Our Good Shepherd, the Only Way to Life 
Sheep are not the brightest animals in the world. Left to themselves, they would 

wander off and get into horrible trouble.  They need a good shepherd!  Like those 

sheep, if left to ourselves, we would quickly get ourselves into horrible trouble.  We 

need a good shepherd!  And in Jesus, we have exactly that.  In Jesus we have One 

who knows our future, who can guide our lives, and most importantly, One who 

loves us dearly.  In His hands we rest securely!  

 

Prayer Before Worship 
Dear Jesus, my Good Shepherd, forgive me for the times I have wandered away 

from you and endangered my soul.  Lead me this morning once again to the rich 

pastures of your Word where you feed me with Your living water and bread of 

life.  Remind me of your continual care, protection, and guidance as my Good 

Shepherd. Amen. 
 

Personal preparation for Holy Communion can be found  

in the front of the hymnal on page 156. 

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 
 

We Enter Our Shepherd’s Presence 
 

EASTER LITANY 

A Reflection on Psalm 23, the Good Shepherd Psalm 

 

All sing: Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!   (CW 157) 

  Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

  Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

  Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!   

Sinless in the sinners’ stead, Alleluia! 

“Christ is ris’n,” today we cry, Alleluia!   

Now he lives, no more to die, Alleluia! 

 

Please stand 

 

Minister:   In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:   Amen. 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! 

M: Risen Lord, in Your loving care we can live every day without worrying; no 

needful thing will you fail to provide:  

C: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

M: By your Holy Word you feed our souls and strengthen our faith.  In your gra-

cious forgiveness we are refreshed and restored: 

C: He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 

he restores my soul. 

M: You turn us away from the paths of sin, and move us to walk in the ways of 

God: 

C: He guides me in paths of righteousness for his nameʹs sake.  

M: Though we walk in danger all the way, though the shadows of death enfold 

us at last, we will not fear.  Your love goes with us wherever we go; in your 

comforting word we find courage and strength; your triumphant cross brings 

life from death: 

C: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

M: You have called us to sit at your heavenly feast.  Our table of blessing over-

flows, and you will not allow earthly enemies, not even Satan himself, to 

snatch them away: 

C: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.  

M: Good Shepherd, your mercies will never end.  They will follow us as we fol-

low you.  Grant us to walk in your grace and love till we come to dwell in the 
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heavenly home which you have prepared for us above: 

C: Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  Amen. 

M:  Christ is risen! 

C:  He is risen indeed!   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd who laid down Your life for 

the sheep.  Lead us now to the still waters of Your life-giving Word that we 

may abide in Your Father’s house forevermore; for You live and reign with 

Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen.  
 

M: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! 

 

All sing: Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!   

 Unto Christ, our Heavenly King, Alleluia! 

 Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!   

 Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 

  Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!   

  Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 

  Praise Him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia!   

  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

 

Be Seated  

 

(10:30 a.m.)  CHOIR ANTHEM “I Am Jesus Li�le Lamb”  

 by Mark Shepperd 
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We Listen to Our Shepherd’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 17:34-37 (NIV2011) 

David, himself a good shepherd, knew what he meant when he called the Lord, the Good 

Shepherd (cf. Psalm 23).  

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s 

sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I 

went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned 

on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed 

both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of 

them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LKLM who 

rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me 

from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LKLM be with you.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 23 

 (Printed on the next page) 

This is a test psalm for the WELS Hymnal Project. Your feedback is welcome. Please give 

your survey to an usher as you leave church today. 

 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 13:20-21 (NIV2011) 

Only one gate leads to life eternal, because only Christ provided the blood of the eternal 

covenant.  

20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal cove-

nant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 

sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work 

in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever 

and ever. Amen.  
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Psalm 23 
VERSE OF THE DAY John 10:14 (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the good 

shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL John 10:1–10 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: (sung)  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

Jesus is the only gate for the sheep, and there is none other.  

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen 

by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one 

who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.3 The gatekeeper opens the 

gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead 

of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will 

never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do 

not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the 

Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 

saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it 

to the full. 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

THE SECOND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLESʹ CREED 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

What does this mean? 
 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begoEen of the Father from eter-

nity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not 

with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His inno-

cent suffering and death. 

 All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His 

kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 

 This is most certainly true. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 Christian Worship 375 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  1 Samuel 17:34-37 



 Theme:  “Where is True Courage Found?” 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to Our Shepherd with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship book. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

9 
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glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

The Sacrament 
God wants us to regard the Lord’s Supper as a precious gift from Him.  Accordingly, He has given 

us some direction as to how this gift is to be properly administered.  God instructs us to invite to 

the Lord’s Supper: 

1)  Those who have been instructed in its truths (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

2)  Those who have had the chance to declare a unity of faith based on the Word (1 Cor. 10:17) 

Because we trust God’s judgment regarding these ma>ers, at St. Mark’s we practice “Close Com-

munion.”  This means we ask that only members of St. Mark’s—or the church body to which it 

belongs—partake of the Lord’s Supper this morning.  If you would like to know how to declare 

unity with St. Mark’s, please speak to the Pastor—we’re eager to share this precious gift of unity 

with you. 

�     �     � 

If you wish to follow along with the music for the communion liturgy, it begins on page 

21 in the front of the hymnal. 

 

Minister:   The Lord be with you. 

Congregation:   (sung)  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (sung)  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (sung)  It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Je-

sus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrec-

tion of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the 

sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.   

 Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

C: (sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts; heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 

he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosan-

na, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-

brance of me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

C: (sung)  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world; grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll Not Want 

(as time permits) Christian Worship 360 

  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 

 Christian Worship 374   

  Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head 

 Christian Worship 536 

 

Please stand 

 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimi>is)  

(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 24) 

C: (sung)  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 

word.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared 

before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 

of your people Israel. 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: (sung)  And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament.  We also pray that you will 

not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that 

we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 
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BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

(8:00 a.m.)  CHOIR ANTHEM “I Am Jesus Li�le Lamb”  

 by Mark Shepperd 

 

(10:30 a.m.) CLOSING HYMN  Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

 Christian Worship 436 

 

Following the final hymn the bell will toll concluding our worship hour. 

Thanks for worshipping with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: The Common Service. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music 

from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, revised by James Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

Psalm 23. Music: MOORLOUGH SHORE; adapted by Mark Haas © 2014. Alternate tone: Mark 

Haas © 2014; markhaasmusic.com. Reprinted with permission of WELS Hymnal Project. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first 

of many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� 

or one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as 

you’d like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  36 Late:  163 Total:  199 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

 Contributions last week $5,248 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $89,313 

 Budget year to date $87,074 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jody Bi�er, Julie Bengtson 

Greeters:  Bob & Karla B., Gary & Pat B., Lucille G. 

Ushers:  J. Jason, M. Schnackenberg, D. Schnackenberg, J. Konecne,  

TJ Holderbecker, Bob Coulter 

Church cleaning for 5/13: N.Barckhol� (Group Leader), J.Barckhol�, Jewe�, J.Johnson 
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A Request from Jillian… A Request from Jillian… A Request from Jillian… A Request from Jillian…     
 

This July and August, I will be serving as a short term missionary with Hands 

of Action International, a non profit ministry located in Bemidji, MN.  We will 

be spending two weeks in a rural village in Uganda, East Africa. I would like to 

ask you to partner with me as I go to serve and bring the love and hope of 

Christ to the orphans, widows, and families of this village. 

  

The organization we are working with has established a school, childrenʹs feed-

ing program and a womenʹs entrepreneurial center in the village.  During our 

time there we will be working alongside local leaders to provide health care to 

over 600 children from the school and we will be helping the organization to 

update all of their child sponsorship information and take photos of each 

child.  I will also help run the childrenʹs ministry programming and childrenʹs 

health education classes to teach children the importance of hygiene.  

 

Above all else, I just ask that people pray for me and the rest of those going on 

this amazing experience and help us to strengthen the faith of those in Uganda 

through God. 

 

Thank you, 

Jillian Ricci 
 

MORE WAYS TO HELP: 
 

1.  Make a financial donation on Jillian’s fundraising website: h�ps://

www.youcaring.com/jillianriccithroughhandsofactioninternational-752082  

 

2.  Donate any of the items listed on the next page > > > 

 
(For those who do not know Jillian, she is the daughter of Mark and Trista Ricci.) 
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Announcements 
 

LADIES GUILD MEETING TODAY 

There will be a potluck meal following the second service today. The Ladies Guild 

meeting will immediately follow the meal. All women of the congregation are en-

couraged to a�end! 

 

ST. MARK’S 2017 NNO COMMUNITY EVENT – PLANNING MEETING 

The first planning meeting is scheduled for TODAY after second service.  The 

2017 St. Mark’s Community Event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 1 (Same date 

as the National Night Out Celebration).  We hope to have an even bigger event 

than the very successful one held last year.  Please plan to a�end, especially if you 

were one of the event leaders last year.  We will review last year’s program and 

start the planning and organization for this year’s event.  If you have any ques-

tions, talk to Ken Grob. 

 

SOFTBALL 

The 2017 church softball season starts Monday, May 15. There is a sign up sheet for 

anyone interested in playing. Games are played Mondays at 6:30 p.m. New players 

are welcome! Any questions, please see Nate Barckhol�. The schedule is posted 

online www.bemidjichurchleague.com. 

 

THANK YOU 

The Stewardship Board would like to thank the members that donated items to the 

Time and Talent Auction on April 23rd. Also thanks to the members that a�ended 

the auction and purchased the donated items.  $1,990 was raised by the auction and 

will be used to fund special projects.  Some items prior year funds have purchased 

are tables and chairs for the fellowship hall and a sign for our cemetery which had 

no signage.  
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GARAGE SALE 

UPDATE:  On June 2 and 3, St. Mark’s will host a Free Garage Sale at church. We 

will be accepting any donated items, including the 40 days of Lent donations and 

any other donations from the congregation. The Bemidji community, especially 

those in need, will be invited to come and take what they need free of charge. If 

you are willing to volunteer please contact the Board of Stewardship (Douglas 

Kranich, Tom Carroll, Paul Pfeiffer, and Brent Ma�ke). 

 

ST. MARK’S MENS GROUP FISHING EVENT – MAY 19, 20 

The Annual Men’s Group Fishing Event is planned for May 19 and 20 at Ken     

Grob’s home on Potato Lake, near Park Rapids.  Sign-up sheet and details are on 

the counter in the Narthex. As usual, the event is Friday afternoon and Saturday 

morning.  Participants can come for one or both times.  Sleeping accommodations 

available if participants want to stay overnight.  You don’t need a boat, there will 

be room in the boats available. Any questions, see Ken. 

 

GRADUATES 

If you know of someone from our congregation who is graduating this year please 

give their names to pastor or Erin Riess.  We’d like to recognize them in the wor-

ship folder in May.  Thanks! 

 

ST. MARK’S GRADUATION/ASCENSION SERVICE 

We will have an Ascension Worship service on Thursday, May 25 at 7 p.m. during 

which we will also recognize the 8th graders who are graduating from St. Mark’s 

school. An ice cream social will be held following the service.  

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Mark your calendar… This summer’s VBS will be held July 10-14 from 6-8 p.m.  

Open to children from age 3 to students entering 5th grade. 

 

TIME OF GRACE 

Time of Grace ministry hosted by Pastor Mark Jeske (WELS) is available in our area at 

6:30 a.m. every Sunday morning on Fox 9 KMSP. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 7 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 11:30 a.m. NNO planning meeting 
 11:30 a.m. Potluck 
 Followed by Ladies Guild meeting 
May 9 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
May 10 (Wed)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 5:30 p.m. Fellowship meal (Choir) & Bible study 
May 11 (Thur)… 5:00 p.m. Our Promise at Your Baptism @ Luekens north deli 
May 13 (Sat)… 9:00 a.m. Joyful Hands for Jesus 
May 14 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


