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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Christ is Risen: Hope Restored! 
The word “confirmation” means “strengthening,” and it refers to a long-standing 

custom in Christianity, the practice of teaching the young men and women thor-

oughly in the Word of God, then giving them opportunity to make a public profes-

sion of their faith.  In doing so, they become members of the congregation on their 

own, no longer because their parents are members, but because they’ve studied the 

Scriptures for themselves and are convinced that this congregation is teaching 

those truths accurately, so they therefore desire to make St. Mark’s their church 

home.  Today we rejoice as 2 young men and 2 young women make that weighty 

confession of faith.  

 

Prayer Before Worship 
Risen Lord Jesus, by your resurrection you proved your ultimate power over all 

things.  Forgive us for the many times we have failed to enjoy the certain hope of 

our salvation.  Come to us again this morning through the power of your Word to 

open our hearts and renew in us confidence for life by your resurrection from the 

dead.  Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 
 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

Please stand 

 

Minister:   Christ is risen! 

Congregation:   He is risen indeed! 1 

M:  By His resurrection Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power! 

C:   And He has given us a new birth into a living hope. 

M:  “Do not be afraid,” said the angel, “for you are looking for Jesus the Naza-

rene, who was crucified. 

C:   “He is not here!  He has risen!” 

M: “Do not be afraid,” says the Son of God.  “I am the First and the Last, the 

Living One!  I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever!” 

C:   “And I hold the keys of death and the afterlife.” 

M: Christ is risen! 

C:   He is risen indeed! 

 

All sing: Christ the Lord is risʹn today;  Alleluia!   (CW 150) 

Christians, hasten on your way;  Alleluia! 

See the place where he was laid;  Alleluia! 

Praise him for the ransom paid.  Alleluia! 

1  This is known as the Paschal Greeting, one of the oldest and most wide-spread traditions in 

the Christian church.  Throughout the weeks of the Easter Season, whenever the minister 

says to the people, “Christ is risen!” they automatically respond, loudly and boldly, “He is 

risen indeed!” 
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M: “I am the vine, you are the branches,” Jesus says.  “A man who remains in 

Me, as I in him, He bears much fruit.”   

C:  O Savior, as I examine my life, I fail to see the fruits which could be there.  

I’ve failed to show love, failed to live in peace and joy, failed to show pa-

tience and kindness.  A sinner, I deserve to be cut off from You and Your 

love, to be sent to hell forever.  Have mercy on me, O Savior!   

M:  Jesus HAS had mercy on you!  In love He came to this world, lived and died 

in your place.  His resurrection from the dead proved that the Father had ac-

cepted His work.  So because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, you can be 

assured: your sins are forgiven!  God keeps no record of sins!  You are at 

peace with God!  

C:  Thanks be to God!  He’s given us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ!  

M: You are already clean, because of the Word which Jesus has spoken to you.  

C: May we bear much fruit, O Savior, showing ourselves to be Your disci-

ples!   

 

All sing: For the sheep the Lamb has bled,  Alleluia! 

Sinless in the sinners’ stead.  Alleluia! 

“Christ is ris’n,” today we cry;  Alleluia! 

Now he lives, no more to die.  Alleluia! 

 

M:  I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end He will stand upon the 

earth! 

C:  In my flesh – yes, with my own eyes – I will see Him!   

M:  Where, O death, is your victory? 

C:  Where, O grave, is your sting? 

M:  “In my Father’s house are many rooms.  I am going there to prepare a place 

for you.  And I will come back and take you to be with me.” 

C:  Amen!  Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray:   

 O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from 

the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people 

gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C:   (spoken)  Amen. 

M:  Christ is risen! 

C:  He is risen indeed! 

 

All sing: Christ, the victim undefiled,  Alleluia! 

God and sinners reconciled.  Alleluia! 

While, in strange and awe-full strife,  Alleluia! 

Met together death and life.  Alleluia! 
 

 Christ, who once for sinners bled,  Alleluia! 

Now the firstborn from the dead,  Alleluia! 

Throned in endless might and pow’r,  Alleluia! 

Lives and reigns forevermore.  Alleluia! 
 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST SERVICE: 

 REVIEW OF CHIEF PARTS OF LUTHERʹS CATECHISM 

SECOND SERVICE: 

 PUBLIC EXAMINATION OF CONFIRMANDS 
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HYMN OF THE DAY This Joyful Eastertide 

 Christian Worship 160 

 

SERMONETTE 

 Theme: With Burning Hearts 

 Text:   Luke 24:13-35 (NIV2011) 

These disciples marveled when Jesus opened the Scripture and restored their hope in the 

risen Savior  
 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about 

everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things 

with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but 

they were kept from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, 

asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the 

things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in 

word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rul-

ers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but 

we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what 

is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our 

women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t 

find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, 

who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 

the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things 

and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Proph-

ets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning him-

self. 
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28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus contin-

ued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with 

us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with 

them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it 

and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recog-

nized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road 

and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 

Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The 

Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had 

happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke 

the bread. 

 

HYMN Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 Christian Worship 462 

 

We Respond with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

THE OFFERTORY ʺAs a Li�le Childʺ by Joseph Martin 

 Sung by the choir 
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RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
 

Silas BiCer — 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Therefore…stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give your-

selves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in 

the Lord is not in vain. 

Ella Holderbecker — Revelation 2:10 

Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.  

Sophia Jones — 2 Timothy 3:14-15  

Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, be-

cause you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy 

you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Noah Ricci — Romans 1:16 

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the sal-

vation of everyone who believes. 

 

Please stand 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

When the minister says “Lord, in your mercy,” 

The congregation responds “Hear our prayer.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 



Be seated 

 

HYMN Let Me Be Yours Forever 

 Christian Worship 596 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to be-

lieve and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts 

that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in 

life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

EASTER BLESSING 

M: “Hallelujah!  Praise our God, all you his servants,  

C: you who fear Him, both small and great!” 

M: “Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.   

C: Let us rejoice and be glad, and give him glory.” 

M: Now may the glorious Father, who by His power raised our Lord Jesus 

Christ from the dead, give you the spirit of wisdom to know  

� the hope to which He has called you,  

� the riches of His glorious inheritance among the saints,  

� and His incomparably great power for us who believe. (Ephesians 1:17-19) 

 And may He preserve you in body, soul, and spirit until our own resurrec-

tion on the day of Christ Jesus.  Let all God’s people say, “Amen!”   

C: Amen! 
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CLOSING HYMN  In Christ Alone 

 Christian Worship Supplement 752 
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Reprinted under CCLI# 11251928. 



We at St. Mark’s believe… 
� In an age of anxiety, we believe that real peace comes from Jesus Christ. 

� In an age of confusion, we believe that the Bible is the word of God, without 

error. 

� In an age of doubt, we believe that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. 

� In an age of guilt, we believe that Jesus died on the cross to remove the power 

of sin from our lives. 

� In an age of hopelessness, we believe that Jesus rose physically from death—

and so will we rise. 

� In an age of skepticism, we believe that God is at work in the sacraments of 

Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. 

� In an age of despair, we believe God’s promises to heal and transform us. 

� In an age of violence, we believe that God calls us to embody his love in the 

world. 

� In an age of constant change, we believe in the unchanging Holy Trinity—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

� St. Mark’s is a Christian community with deep roots in the historic Christian/

Lutheran church.  We hold the three ecumenical creeds and the Lutheran 

Confessions to be faithful expressions of God’s truth revealed to us in the Bi-

ble.  St. Mark’s is a member of the nationwide church body called the Wiscon-

sin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

East Fork Lutheran School (Befriend-A-Mission in Whiteriver, AZ) 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  66 Late:  99 Total:  165 

 
YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

   Contributions last week $4,608 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $84,065 

 Budget year to date $81,952 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Erin Riess 

Greeters:  Dean & Terri B., Doug & Carol K. 

Ushers:  J. Mathweg, R. Kuehn, L. Tasa, A. Tasa, B. Ma�ke, B. Boe  

Church cleaning for 5/6: Schroeder (Group Leader), Ricci, Sura�, Belleveau 
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Announcements 
 

THANK YOU 

The Stewardship Board would like to thank the members that donated items to the 

Time and Talent Auction on April 23rd. Also thanks to the members that a�ended 

the auction and purchased the donated items.  $1,990 was raised by the auction and 

will be used to fund special projects.  Some items prior year funds have purchased 

are tables and chairs for the fellowship hall and a sign for our cemetery which had 

no signage.  

 

ST. MARK’S 2017 NNO COMMUNITY EVENT – PLANNING MEETING 

The first planning meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 7 after second ser-

vice.  The 2017 St. Mark’s Community Event is scheduled for Tuesday, Au-

gust 1 (Same date as the National Night Out Celebration).  We hope to have an 

even bigger event than the very successful one held last year.  Please plan to 

a�end, especially if you were one of the event leaders last year.  We will review 

last year’s program and start the planning and organization for this year’s event.  If 

you have any questions, talk to Ken Grob. 

 

GARAGE SALE 

The Board of Stewardship is looking for a volunteer to coordinate and a volunteer 

to host a garage sale for the items donated from the 40 days of Lent donations and 

any other donations from the Congregation.  We anticipate having the garage sale 

in May or June.  If you are willing to volunteer please contact the Board of Stew-

ardship (Douglas Kranich, Tom Carroll, Paul Pfeiffer, and Brent Ma�ke). 

 

ST. MARK’S MENS GROUP FISHING EVENT – MAY 19, 20 

The Annual Men’s Group Fishing Event is planned for May 19 and 20 at Ken     

Grob’s home on Potato Lake, near Park Rapids.  Sign-up sheet and details are on 

the counter in the Narthex. As usual, the event is Friday afternoon and Saturday 

morning.  Participants can come for one or both times.  Sleeping accommodations 

available if participants want to stay overnight.  You don’t need a boat, there will 

be room in the boats available. Any questions, see Ken. 

14 



LADIES GUILD MEETING 

There will be a potluck meal following the second service next Sunday, May 7. The 

Ladies Guild meeting will immediately follow the meal. All women of the congre-

gation are encouraged to a�end! 

 

SOFTBALL 

The 2017 church softball season will be starting up again mid May. There will be a 

sign up sheet for anyone interested in playing. Any questions, please see Nate 

Barckhol�.  

 

TIME OF GRACE 

There is a special insert in today’s worship bulletin about Time of Grace, a media 

outreach ministry which includes a 30-minute weekly television broadcast.  WE 

HAVE A REQUEST—that our lay members themselves would take these inserts 

and help put them into the hands of elderly family members or friends.  This action 

is key for this special outreach to succeed with seniors and their friends if they are 

to benefit from such TOG broadcasting.  One can also point such seniors to the local 

TV access on KMSP Fox 9, 6:30 am on Sundays, if thought to be helpful and to en-

sure reaching as many such as possible.  
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CONFIRMATION 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the confirmation of 

our children: Ella Holderbecker, Sophia Jones, and Noah Ricci. 

We will be hosting a light luncheon in the fellowship hall fol-

lowing the 10:30 confirmation service today. Everyone is wel-

come! 
 

Silas Bi�er invites everyone to his open house in celebration of 

his confirmation.  The open house will be from  1 pm - 3 pm 

today at his home - 136 Circle Pines Drive NW.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Apr 30 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship (Confirmation Service) 
May 2 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
May 3 (Wed)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 5:30 p.m. Fellowship meal (Moms&Tots/Evang.) & Bible study 
May 4 (Thur)… 5:00 p.m. Our Promise at Your Baptism @ Luekens north deli 
 6:00 p.m. All board and commi�ee meetings 
 7:30 p.m. Council meeting 
May 6 (Sat)… 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
May 7 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 11:30 a.m. NNO planning meeting 
 11:30 a.m. Potluck 
 Followed by Ladies Guild meeting 
 
 

*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


