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OPPOSITIONS OF LENT 

POWER VS. HUMILITY 
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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We look 

forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 
 

Oppositions of Lent: Power vs. Humility 
Today we are continuing on our Lenten journey to our Savior’s cross.  This year as we 

focus on our Savior’s suffering and death for our sins we are looking at different op-

positions of Scripture.  Today we’ll focus on power vs humility. When we think of 

“power” we think of might and strength, but today we will see Jesus ride into Jerusa-

lem powerfully for ba le, but with all gentleness and humbleness. And why did Jesus 

come to Jerusalem? He came to enter the greatest ba le, to die, to die to pay for your 

sins and mine! So yes, today we rejoice! But, we do so for the right reasons, that Jesus 

came to do what we needed Him to do.  

 

Prayer Before Worship 
Lord Jesus, with joy I see You ride into Jerusalem, for You did so in order to save me! 

Forgive me for my lack of appreciation, lack of awe, lack of reverence for Your saving 

love. Bless my celebration of Palm Sunday that I might look forward to the day when I 

will only sing Your praises forever. In Your name I pray. Amen.  

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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We Enter God’s Presence 
 

PROCESSION WITH PALMS 

 Everyone is invited to join in the procession with palm branches.  Please gather in the 

entry area outside of the sanctuary doors. 

 

Minister:   The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:   And also with you. 
 

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the 

celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to begin 

the solemn celebration of Holy Week.  Christ entered in triumph into his own 

city to complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. 

Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated at the empty tomb 

and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share in 

his resurrection and new life. 
 

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 Christian Worship 131 

All sing:   (1) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

   To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

   You are the King of Israel and Davidʹs royal Son, 

   Now in the Lordʹs name coming, our King and blessed one. 

 

 (2) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

  The company of angels is praising you on high, 

  And we with all creation in chorus make reply. 

           (continued…) 
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 (3) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

  The people of the Hebrews with palms before you went; 

  Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present. 
 

  (4) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

   To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

   To you before your passion they sang their hymns of praise; 

   To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 
 

 (5) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

  Creation knows her master, and God saw it was good. 

  If we did not give praises, the stones then surely would. 
 

  (6) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

   To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

   When Jesus raised up Laz’rus, the word was quickly spread. 

   We, too, await this glory— Our raising from the dead. 

 

Please remain standing 

 

THE ACCLAMATION (With Confession & Absolution) 

M:  Hosanna to the Son of David! 

C:  Hosanna in the highest! 

M:  Hosanna to him who by his willing sacrifice, canceled the guilt of all our 

offenses! 

C:  Hosanna to the Son of David! 

M:  Hosanna to him who ascended on high as king, leading captivity captive! 

C:  Hosanna in the highest! 

M:  Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C:  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; His love endures forever. 
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M:  Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

C:  See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation. 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship Him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore let us turn to Him, acknowledge our sinfulness 

and ask Him to forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 

have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve Your punishment 

both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

the perfect life and innocent death of my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray:  Lord, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.  

M:  Hosanna to the Son of David!  Jesus came to Jerusalem, then willingly laid 

down His life to pay for our sins!  Because Jesus died and rose, your sins are 

forgiven!  You are at peace with God!   

C:  Hosanna to the Son of David!  Hosanna in the highest! 

M:  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to men by which we must be saved. 

C:  God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 

every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, 

M:  And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

C:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest! 

 

All sing: (7) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

  As you received their praises, accept the prayers we bring, 

  O Source of ev’ry blessing, our good and gracious King. 

            (continued…) 
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 (8) All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King, 

  To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

  Like those who saw your power in miracles divine, 

  Let us proclaim your wonders.  Eternal praise be thine! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who sca ered 

their garments and branches of palm in his path, so may we always hail him 

as our King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON Zechariah 9:9-10 (NIV2011) 

Long before Jesus was born God had the prophet record what Jesus would do on Palm Sunday.  

9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  

   See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious,  

lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim  

and the warhorses from Jerusalem,  

and the ba le bow will be broken.  

   He will proclaim peace to the nations.  

His rule will extend from sea to sea  

and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
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EARLY SERVICE: Psalm of the Day Psalm 24 

 Page 73 in the front of the hymnal 
 

LATE SERVICE: Choir anthem Antiphonal Hosanna 

 by John Leavi, 

 

SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV2011) 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem humbly to die.  May His humble and serving a,itude spur us on 

to live in humble service to one another.  

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God  

something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

by taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY          John 12:23 (NIV84) 

M: The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  
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Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL MaGhew 21:1-11 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: (sung)  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

Here Jesus rides into Jerusalem to do what we needed Him to do: die to save us from our sin!  

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ʺGo to the village ahead of 

you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Un-

tie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the 

Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.ʺ  
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  
5 ʺSay to Daughter Zion,  

Śee, your king comes to you,  

gentle and riding on a donkey,  

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  ́ʺ  
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  7 They 

brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to 

sit on.  8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  9 The crowds that 

went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,  

ʺHosanna to the Son of David!ʺ  

ʺBlessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!ʺ  

ʺHosanna in the highest heaven!ʺ  
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

ʺWho is this?ʺ  
11 The crowds answered, ʺThis is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Gal-

ilee.ʺ  
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 



CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE 2ND ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLESʹ CREED 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Ho-

ly Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begoGen of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.  He has redeemed me, a lost 

and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and 

from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 

blood and with His innocent suffering and death. 
 

All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, 

and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as 

he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 
 

This is most certainly true. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 Christian Worship 133 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Ma hew 21:1-11 

 Theme:  Why are you Celebrating? 

 

Please stand 

9 
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CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

 

Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 



HYMN  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

 Christian Worship 130 

 

EARLY SERVICE: Choir anthem Antiphonal Hosanna 

 by John Leavi, 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened 

and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ev-

erlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN  The King of Glory Comes 

 Christian Worship 363 

 

Following the final hymn the church bell will be rung concluding our worship hour. 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

April 13April 13April 13April 13————Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday    
“Repent! Turn to Jesus and Receive a  

Special Assurance of Your Forgiveness” 
7:00 p.m. 

    
April 14April 14April 14April 14————Good FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood Friday    

“Meditations on the Seven Words From the Cross” 
7:00 p.m. 

    
April 16April 16April 16April 16————Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday    

    

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service….. “Repent! Turn to Jesus  
  for Resurrection and Life” 
8:15 a.m.  Breakfast 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service….. “Who is Easter for?” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor.” Text, verses 1-4, 7: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 762-821; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-

66, alt. Public domain. Text, verses 5, 6, 8: Erin Riess, 2017. 

Christian Worship: The Common Service. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The Lu-

theran Hymnal, 1941, revised by James Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights re-

served. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 
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April Book of the Month: 
 

The Crucial Hours 
By William A. Lauterbach 

h p://online.nph.net/p-14122-the-crucial-hours.aspx 

When was the most crucial hour of all of history? A great ba le? 

A great achievement? Something that changed the course of hu-

man events? What can claim to be history’s most crucial hour? 

For the Christian there is one hour that changed everything. 

Throughout the Gospel of John whenever Jesus refers to His “time” (Greek 

“hour”) He is talking about a very specific “hour”; the “hour” of His suffering 

and death. The most crucial hour of all of history is “when Jesus of Nazareth paid 

His last visit to Jerusalem, time and eternity converged to determine the destiny 

of mankind” (v). There was never a time when “the stakes were so high or the 

results so far-reaching.” 

This book wri en by William Lauterbach originally published in 1977 but repub-

lished by Northwestern Publishing House in 2013 provides an excellent commen-

tary on the hours surrounding Jesus’ crucifixion. The reader will find an abun-

dance of insights that will help him appreciate the depths of His Savior’s love as 

seen so clearly at the cross. The book is arranged to cover a composite of all the 

gospel accounts about what happened during that first Holy Week. 

Since the original publication date was 1977 the reader will soon notice the some-

what dated language that is used. Nevertheless, the reader will still be able to 

easily read the book and the content of the book will quickly cause the reader to 

quickly forget about the dated language. 

“The goal of this book is to aid the reader in understanding and appreciating our Savior’s 

redeeming love – that he may be led to a deeper knowledge and a bolder confession of His 

glorious name. The constant focal point is Christ and His sacrificial work. All other per-

sons in the account are important only in relation to Him, and as their actions have bear-

ing upon His redemptive acts.” (v)  



WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (surgery) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

East Fork Lutheran School (Befriend-A-Mission in Whiteriver, AZ) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  72 Late:  77 Total:  149 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

   Contributions last week $5,207 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $67.088 

 Budget year to date $66,586 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $0 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Jan Barckhol�, Jan Jason 

Greeters:  Darold & Judy K., Ken G. & Millie D.  

Ushers:  J. Mathweg, R. Kuehn, L. Tasa, A. Tasa, B. Ma�ke, B. Boe  

Church cleaning for 4/15:  Wyman*, E. Holderbecker, Merseth 
     (*Group Leader) 

14 



Announcements 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

We will have an Easter breakfast next Sunday beginning at 8:15 a.m.  The Men’s 

Group will be serving the breakfast. The congregation is asked to bring rolls or 

pastries. 

 

APRIL VOTERS MEETING 

There will be a voters meeting on Thursday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m. with a congre-

gational open forum on Sunday, April 23 after late service (before the Time and 

Talent Auction). 

 

TIME AND TALENT AUCTION 

The Stewardship Board is again sponsoring our annual Time and Talent Auction 

on Sunday April 23, 2017.  Mark your calendar for an afternoon of fun and fel-

lowship.  Please consider making a donation to the auction and let the Steward-

ship Board (Doug Kranich, Tom Carroll, Brent Ma�ke, Paul Pfeiffer) know what 

you are donating.  

 

WIFI 

St. Mark’s Wi-Fi has been reconfigured. Look for the posted signs with logon in-

formation to get your devices connected to the internet. See Kyle Riess if you 

have any questions. 
 

BOX TOPS 

Did you know that we collect Box Tops, Our Family UPC labels and printer ink 

cartridges?  Please drop them off in the labeled drawers in the cabinet in the fel-

lowship hall.  This is a great way to support our Christian day school! 

 

CONFIRMATION 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate the confirmation of our children: Ella 

Holderbecker, Sophia Jones, and Noah Ricci on Sunday, April 30th. We will be 

hosting a light luncheon in the fellowship hall following the 10:30 confirmation 

service. Everyone is welcome! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Apr 9 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship (Palm Sunday) 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Apr 11 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
Apr 12 (Wed)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
Apr 13 (Thur)… 5:45 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship with Communion 
Apr 14 (Fri)…  NO SCHOOL 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship 
Apr 15 (Sat)… 10:00 a.m. Jesus Cares 
Apr 16 (Sun)… 7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Worship 
 8:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
 10:30 a.m. Easter Worship  
 
 
*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma hew 28:18-20) 


