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Welcome to God’s House of Worship!  
We consider it a privilege to worship our living Lord with you this morning! If you 

have any questions regarding our congregation, please talk with the pastor. We 

look forward to meeting you. Please come again and worship with us very soon! 

A few notes: 

• The order of worship is found in this folder. 

• Restrooms are located in the foyer. 

• Our fellowship hall is equipped with a speaker and child-friendly toys. 

• Our service lasts about 65 minutes. 

 

The Presence of Jesus: Live a Holy Life! 
One aspect of God’s grace is that He’s faithful in His relationship to us hu-

mans.  We can absolutely count on Him to carry through every promise He’s ever 

made.  When God calls us to faith, He calls us to follow Him, and part of that 

“following” is that we mirror His faithfulness both in our relationship to Him and 

to each other, particularly the marriage relationship.  Yes, we’ll struggle to be faith-

ful, because of our sinfulness.  That leads us to appreciate God’s faithful, forgiving 

love all the more; He continues to love us, through thick and thin.  

 

Prayer Before Worship 
O Heavenly Father, You are completely faithful to me!  As I hear about Your faith-

ful love this morning, lead to more fully appreciate it, and to be motivated to reflect 

it in every aspect of my life.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.   

St. Mark’s is a member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
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Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

The Common Service 
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church.  It became the 

service commonly used by English speaking Lutherans in America.  If you would like to follow 

along with the music for this liturgy, it begins on page 15 in the front of the hymnal. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

In this hymn we ask the Lord to speak to us through His Word. 

OPENING HYMN Speak, O Lord 

 Christian Worship Supplement 735 

 (printed on pages 12-13) 

 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 1 

Congregation:   (sung)  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punish-

ment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sin-

ner. 

1  The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie ) 

C: (sung)  Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, have 

mercy on us. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Exce lsis)  
(music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 16) 

C: (sung)  Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men.  We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, we glorify you, we 

give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’nly King, God 

the Father almighty.   

 O Lord, the only bego4en Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  You sit at the 

right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  For you only are holy; 

you only are the Lord.   

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of 

God the Father.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 2 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (sung)  And also with you. 

2 The Prayer of the Day (also known as the “collect”) is a concise expression of the desires of 

God’s people. Many of these prayers come to us from the ninth century and before. 
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M: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wis-

dom to know the things that please you and the grace and power always to 

accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 

FIRST LESSON 2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26, 27 (NIV2011) 

David thought he could toy with sin, but in the end it was sin and Satan that toyed with him. 

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out 

with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Am-

monites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 
2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof 

of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very 

beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, 

“She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hi�ite.” 
4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with 

her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then 

she went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, say-

ing, “I am pregnant.” 
6 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hi�ite.” And Joab 

sent him to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab 

was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8 Then David said 

to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the 

palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the 

entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to 

his house. 
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10 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t 

you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?” 
11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, 

and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open coun-

try. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my 

wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!” 
12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will 

send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 At 

David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. 

But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s 

servants; he did not go home. 
14 In the morning David wrote a le�er to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it 

he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then with-

draw from him so he will be struck down and die.” 
16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he 

knew the strongest defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out 

and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, 

Uriah the Hi�ite died. 
 

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for 

him. 27 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his 

house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David 

had done displeased the LMNO. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY 3 Psalm 119a 

  Page 109 in the front of the red hymnal 

We will sing the psalm responsively by the half-verse: 

 First half—pulpit side 

 Second half—baptismal font side 

All sing the Refrain and the Glory Be. 

 

3 The book of Psalms was the “hymn-book” for the Old Testament believers. 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 (NIV2011) 

Paul instructs and admonishes the Thessalonians to live to please God more and more.  

As for other ma�ers, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in 

order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you 

in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 For you know what instruc-

tions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexu-

al immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control your own body in a 

way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the pagans, who 

do not know God; 6 and that in this ma�er no one should wrong or take ad-

vantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit 

such sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7 For God did not call us 

to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who rejects this in-

struction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives 

you his Holy Spirit. 

9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for 

you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, 

you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, 

brothers and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambi-

tion to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own business and work with 

your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your daily life may win the respect 

of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 6:68 cf. (NIV84) 

M: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Al-

leluia.  

C: (sung)  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL Ma4hew 5:21-37 (NIV2011) 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: (sung)  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 

Jesus commands us to be holy in our relationships with others and with God.  

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell 

you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 

judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answera-

ble to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the 

fire of hell. 
23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother or sister has something against you,24 leave your gift there 

in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer 

your gift. 
25 “Se�le ma�ers quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. 

Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand 

you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and 

you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until 

you have paid the last penny. 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But 

I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already com-

mi�ed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to stum-

ble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is be�er for you to lose one part of 

your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your 

right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is be�er 

for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into 

hell. 
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certifi-

cate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except 

for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 



33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not 

break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell 

you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or 

by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 

Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even 

one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; any-

thing beyond this comes from the evil one.” 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: (sung)  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 4 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  maker of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

4 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  

9 
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Be seated 

 

In this hymn we confess our willingness to live as Jesus’ followers throughout this life 

and into the next. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 Christian Worship 452 

 

SERMON 

 Text:  Ma�hew 5:27-32 

 Theme:  “True Romantic Love” 

 

Please stand 

 

CREATE IN ME (music can be found in the front of the hymnal on page 20) 

C: (sung)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 

from me.  Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 

your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

We Respond to God’s Word with Thanks 
 

OFFERING 5 & FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

The members of St. Mark’s have joined together to spread God’s message both in this com-

munity and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to partici-

pate in the offering.  You are our guests, and we thank you for giving us the opportunity 

to share God’s Word with you!  Please take a moment to sign our friendship register. 

5 Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer Him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 

to Him. 
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  For-

give us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

In this hymn we sing about God’s faithfulness which moves us to live according to His will.  

HYMN  O God, My Faithful God 

 Christian Worship 459 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened 

and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ev-

erlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (sung)  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (sung)  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  
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In this closing hymn we ask for the Lord’s continued guidance to do His will this week.  

CLOSING HYMN  Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 Christian Worship 462 

 

Following the final hymn and while the bell tolls we pause for a  

brief moment of meditation on the thoughts of the worship hour. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Christian Worship: The Common Service. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music from The 

Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, revised by James Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprint-

ed under OneLicense.net #A-720004. 

“Speak, O Lord.” Words and Music by Keith Ge�y and Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music; admin. 

EMI CMG Publishing. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #11251928. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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WELCOME! 

If this is your first time worshiping with St. Mark’s, we pray it will be the first of 

many times!  If you have questions, please feel free to speak with Pastor Ni� or 

one of the members.  Materials are available in the entry; take as much as you’d 

like.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Janet Bi�er (with health concerns) 

Sally Carroll (with health concerns) 

Ruth Willberg (with health concerns—cancer) 

Robert Bi�er (Nathan’s father, with health concerns—cancer) 

Mary Estabrooks (with health concerns—cancer) 

Kevin Peterson (with health concerns—cancer) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 

Early:  68 Late:  72 Total:  140 

 

YOUR GIFTS OF LOVE FOR JESUS 

“Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness 

and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”  (2 Corinthians 8:7) 
 

   Contributions last week $4,107 

 Contributions needed each week $5,122 

 Contributions year to date $23,161 

 Budget year to date $25,610 

 Amount borrowed from savings to meet expenses $1,000 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 

Organists:  Marjorie Gildersleeve, Jan Jason 

Greeters:  Darold & Judy K./ Ken G. & Millie D. 

Ushers:  D. Kranich, L. Baumann, D. Bentler, I. Bi�er, J. Stewart, M. Webb, D. Merseth 

Church cleaning for 2/18:  Ni�*/ Schnackenberg/ Stewart/ Freyes/ Lee 
     (*Group Leader) 
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Announcements 
 

LADIES GUILD - TODAY 

There will be a potluck after late service today. Following the potluck, the Ladies 

Guild will hold their quarterly meeting. All women are encouraged to a�end! 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 

Join us for Wednesday night fellowship!  The meal this week will be served by 

Joyful Hands, Cemetery Commi�ee, and Grounds & Maintenance beginning at 

5:30 p.m.  Singing and Bible study for all ages will follow.  
 

PHOTO BOARD 

It is time to update our photo board in the narthex! This is a great tool for ge�ing 

to know one another, so if your family photo is a bit outdated, if you have had 

additions to your family, or if you don’t have a photo on the board, we would 

love to take your picture! Carol Kranich will be available to take photos over the 

next few weeks. 
 

MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE CHOIR CONCERT 

YOU ARE INVITED:  Join us at Petra Lutheran Church (1049 1st Ave N, Sauk 

Rapids, MN) on Sunday, February 19, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. as the Mar-

tin Luther College Choir, under the direction of Dr. Kermit Moldenhauer, pre-

sents a choral concert as part of our worship services. The presentation will high-

light our confidence in Christ with works by Bach, Brahms, Rachmoninoff, 

Stopford, Mealor, and others. MLC President Zarling will preach. A free will 

offering will be gathered to help with choir expenses. 
 

BASEMENT STORAGE 

Next Sunday, February 19 after second service there will be a work meeting to 

organize the basement storage areas. We would love to have YOUR help in mov-

ing things around! If you are a member/leader of a group that has items stored in 

the basement, you are STRONGLY encouraged to a�end. We would like to get 

rid of things no longer in use. If you cannot a�end but have strong feelings about 

anything currently stored in the basement, we encourage you to speak with TJ 

Holderbecker or Brent Ma�ke before the work day.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Feb 12 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Potluck, followed by Ladies Guild meeting 
Feb 14 (Tues)… 7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study @ Country Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
Feb 15 (Wed)… 9:00 a.m. Moms & Tots 
 4:00 p.m. First year catechism 
 5:30 p.m. Fellowship meal (Joyful Hands, et al) & Bible study 
Feb 16 (Thurs)… 4:00 p.m. Campus Ministry 
 5:00 p.m. Our Promise at Your Baptism @ Lueken’s north deli 
Feb 19 (Sun)… 8:00 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 
 11:30 a.m. Clean out/organize basement storage 
 
*If you would like to have St. Mark’s online calendar synced with your Google calendar, 
you can choose “Add a friend’s calendar” and put in: stmarkbemidji@gmail.com. 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Mark’s church & school  444-3939 
Pastor Aaron Ni� 766-0400 pastor@stmarksbemidji.org 
Principal Nathan Bi�er 759-0398 principal@stmarksbemidji.org 
Elder Bob Boe 243-2888 
Chairman Trevor Holderbecker 766-7487  tj@stmarksbemidji.org 
Website Editor Phil Avery 497-0223 web@stmarksbemidji.org  
Announcements (bulletin or newsle�er) announce@stmarksbemidji.org 

St. Mark’s Mission Statement 
We, the members of St. Mark’s, are a Christ-centered church family that will  

glorify God, grow in His Word, and go with it to all.  

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 2 Peter 3:18, Ma�hew 28:18-20) 


